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MENG-ZI, RITES OF ZHOU

Ancient Chinese cities were planned based on 
an enlarged Holy Field which was considered 
the correct balance of yin and yang to keep 
a harmonious flow of Qi.  The ideal city was 
therefore a diagram of this multipurpose 
cosmological symbol drawn upon the 
landscape. The symmetry of the axes of the city 
corresponded with the course of the four points 
of the compass, depicting the hidden order of 
the universe. Due to the close relatioship with 
their surrounding agriculture, the Chinese cities 
had an inner city for its leadership and an outer 
city only as a refuge for farmers in case of 
emergency. According to their size,  these cities 
were classified as Zheng, Jie, and Du. The base 
unit of each city was a “Li” (530m). A Zheng 
had an inner city of one Li and an outer city of 
three. A Zheng could house up to 3,200 people 
while imperial capitals like Beijing housed over 
a million.  
     

Source: Benevolo (2000: p. 63-65)

Photo Captions: 

 Holy Field Diagram applied on the planning   
 of Chengzhou.

 Schinz (1996: p. 72) 

 Plan of Hangzhou, Capital of the Song.

 Benevolo (2000: p. 65) 

 Plan of Beijing from 1829 with the Imperial    
    City in its center.

 Benevolo (2000: p. 74) 

 Traditional Hutong, Beijing.

 Flickr: Geoffrey (2007)



Howard’s plan for “garden cities” was a 
response to the overcrowded and polluted 
industrial cities of the turn of the century. His 
solution centered on creating smaller garden 
cities in the country linked by canals and transit 
and set in a permanent greenbelt. This aimed 
to combine the amenities of urban life with 
immediate access to nature. Each garden city 
was designed to house 32,000 people on a 
site of 6,000 acres (2,400 ha), planned on a 
concentric pattern with open spaces, public 
parks, and six radial boulevards 120 ft (37 m) 
wide extending from the centre.
In 1903 the first garden city was realized in 
England, and today his emphasis on greenbelt 
areas and controlled population densities is still 
an integral part of urban planning.

 
Source: Encyclopaedia Britannica
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 Concept of connected Garden Cities.

 Howard (1898). 

 Urban structure of each Garden City.

 Zoom In of the Garden City Concept

 Howard (1898). 

 Welwyn Garden City, UK. Implementation.

 gardencitiesinstitute.com (2018).

 Water supply system of the Garden City.

 Howard (1898).
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The
Functional 
City

EUROPE 
1922-39
LE CORBUSIER

A house is a 
machine for 
living in. 
— Le Corbusier

Like Ebenezer Howard, Le Corbusier aimed to 
improve the living conditions in industrial cities. 
He was one of the main thinkers of the “Athens 
Charter” in 1933 which demanded the strict 
separation of urban functions: living, working, 
recreation, and circulation.
The Charter further demanded that housing 
districts should occupy the best sites, and a 
minimum amount of solar exposure should 
be required in all dwellings. For hygienic 
reasons, buildings should not be built along 
transportation routes; high apartment buildings 
should have wide spaces between them and 
be constructed using modern techniques. 
Streets should be planned to accomodate the 
speed and type of transport that use them. The 
Charter had a huge impact on urban planners 
all over the world, especially after World War II.

       Source: citylab.com (2012)
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 Plan Voisin for the reconstruction of Paris.

 archdaily.com (2011). 

 Monumental axis of Brasília, Brazil. 

 Designed by Oscar Niemeyer in 1956.

 copa2014.gov.br (2013).

 The Radiant City.

 Le Corbusier (1930). 



The 
Broadcare 
City

U.S.A. 
1867 – 1959 
FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT

Wright believed in designing structures that 
were in harmony with humanity and their 
environment, a philosophy he called organic 
architecture. Cities, by contrast, he saw as the 
reason of many of humanity’s problems.
His vision of an ideal city was the “Broadcare 
City”.  Each U.S. family would be given a one 
acre plot of land and a Wright-conceived 
community would be built anew from this. The 
city would be highly decentralized, with the 
automobile as the main mode of transportaion, 
Pedestrian zones would exist in that one acre. 
Wright’s vision of the Broadcare City was never 
built but can be discovered in most American 
suburbs.
  
   Source: franklloydwright.org (2018), 
        paleofuture.com (2018)

Photo Captions: 

 The Living City. Vision of a decentralised city

 franklloydwright.org (2018). 

 Model of the Broadcare City. Zoom In on a   
 neighbourhood

 citylab.com (2012)

 Model of the Broadcare City.

 paleofuture.com (2018).



When the government at the time decided to 
tear down Barcelona’s city walls, Catalan civil 
engineer Illdefonso Cerdà made a proposal 
for it’s future expansion. The original plan 
focused on hygiene and ease of mobility 
and transportation in a grid like structure. 
To increase hygiene Cerdà planned the city 
blocks of the extension to be 113.3 by 113.3 m2. 
To increase mobility, Cerdà planned each 
corner of a block as a chamfer and planned 
street widths of 35 m. Cerdà also focused 
on increasing the green spaces and gardens 
in every block of the city. The main goal of 
Cerdà’s plan was to allow goods and raw 
materials to be easily transported around the 
city, while dispensing strict funcional zoning. 
Due to strong opposition, Cerdà reduced 
the street width, extended the depth of the 
buildings, and made the regular distribution of 
parks and public facilities non-mandatory. As a 
result, the plan was officially approved. Due to a 
lack of regulation and a high housing demand, 
the blocks densfied over the decades and in 
1958 the building volume of the block reached 
294,771 m3 instead of Cerdà’s intended 67,200 
m3.

historyofbarcelona.com (2018)

 
Photo Captions: 

 Original Expansion Plan of Barcelona.

 historyofbarcelona.com (2018).

 Today’s Barcelona Blocks.

 geographical.co.uk (2017)

 View of current Barcelona.

 Google (2018).
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Jane Jacobs 
and New 
Urbanism

U.S.A. 
1961
JANE JACOBS

As an author and activist Jane Jacobs strongly 
opposed “urban renewal” and organized 
grassroots efforts to protect neighborhoods 
from “slum clearance”, in particular Robert 
Moses’ plans to overhaul her own Greenwich 
Village neighborhood.
In her book The Death and Life of Great  
American Cities, she argued that rationalist 
planning, especially the separation of uses, 
destroyed communities by creating isolated 
spaces. Instead she proposed mixed primary 
uses to activate streets at different times of 
the day, short blocks to allow high pedestrian 
permeability, buildings of various ages and 
states of repair, and a high density.
Jane Jacobs helped save Greenwich Village 
from being demolished, influenced planners all 
over the world, and is still widely read. 
Even investors use Jacob’s New Urbanism 
for their own purposes, e.g. to stimulate 
consumption in shopping malls by imitating 
urban enviroments like squares.

    §§§§§§§§§§Source: Jacobs (1961)
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 Jane Jacobs.

 boweryboyshistory.com (2017). 

 Greenwich Village, New York City, U.S.A.

 Flickr: Teri Tynes (2012).

 Italian Shopping Mall, Dubai.

 alamy.com (2018)

Cities have the capability 

of providing something 

for everybody, only 

because, and only when, 

they are created by 

everybody. 
— Jane Jacobs



The Transect is an urban planning model 
created by Andrés Duany and is an important 
part of the New Urbanism movement. The 
Transect, as a framework, identifies a range 
of habitats from the most natural to the most 
urban. Its continuum, when subdivided, lends 
itself to the creation of zoning categories. 
These categories include standards that 
encourage diversity similar to that of 
organically evolved settlements. The standards 
overlap, reflecting the successional ecotones of 
natural and human communities. The Transect 
thereby integrates environmental and zoning 
methodologies, enabling environmentalists to 
assess the design of social habitats and urban- 
ists to support the viability of natural ones.

    Source: Duany et. al. (2012: p. 6-8)
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 Rural-Urban Transect.

 Duany et. al. (2012: p. 7).

 Successional Transect Zones.

 transect.org (2018). 

 Masterplan for a new neighbourhood in    
 Salado, Texas. Applied Transect Planning.

 transect.org (2018).  
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Pre-Hispanic 
Settlements
The unit of their political order was a little 
cluster of houses of from 30 to 100 families, 
called a barangay. The barangays were 
grouped together in tiny federations including 
about as much territory as the present towns, 
whose affairs were conducted by the chiefs 
or datos, known in some places as the hari, 
at other times by the Hindu word raja, or the 
Mohammedan term sultan. The powers of 
these datos within their small areas appear 
to have been great. Sometimes this power 
extended over the whole of a small island, but 
usually their kingdoms embraced only a few 
kilometers.
    §§§§§§§§§§Source:  

http://www.artesdelasfilipinas.com/
archives/197/the-filipino-people-before-the-

arrival-of-the-spaniards 
(Accessed in August 2018)

Photo Captions: 

 Ifugao Settlements

University of Vienna https://www.univie.ac.at 

 Sulu Settlements

Architecture in the Philippines Filipino Building 
in a Cross-Cultural Context, Winand Klassen, 
Klassen (1986)



Laws of the 
Indies

SPANISH COLONIES
1573
KING PHILIP II OF SPAIN

In 1573, King Philip II of Spain enacted the 
Leyes de las Indias (Laws of the Indies). It 
provided guidelines for developing settlements 
particularly in Spanish colonies. It also aimed 
to address conflicts and regulate interactions 
between colonizers and “natives.” Guidelines 
were set for finding appropriate places for 
main activities: in safe harbors on inlets, bays 
and riverbanks, headlands to control the 
territories or the farming settlements in fertile 
plains. It applied the regular grid as an easy 
way of defining the new urban structures, 
separating the Spanish from the native 
quarters. It ensured that settlements were in 
the “healthiest” places, with waste-generating 
activities located far from the center. They 
were to be surrounded by agricultural land and 
water sources, with terrestrial and maritime 
connections to other settlements. Main features 
were the plaza mayor surrounded by principal 
buildings, two main roads, and developable 
land. Under the Laws of the Indies, cities should 
have at least 10 residents, preferably farmers 
and cattle raisers, to whom a block in the city 
and four leagues of land was given, as well 
as other privileges. Building and public space 
design should be admired by the natives, 
as urban design and architecture played an 
essential role in the political propaganda and 
image of the Spanish Empire.  



City  
Beautiful

U.S.A.
1893
DANIEL BURNHAM

The City Beautiful Movement began in the 
United States as a response to crowding in 
urban areas, mainly due to internal migration 
and high birth rates. It focused heavily on 
beauty and aesthetics, which proponents 
said were intended to promote civic virtue 
and harmonious social order. City Beautiful 
manifested in wide grid and radial boulevards, 
grouping of civic buildings, parks, landscapes 
and waterfronts, and scenic views. However, 
the movement was also criticized for 
prioritizing superficial beauty rather than social 
reform. It resulted in sprawling, car-oriented 
development, with little regard for urban 
realities such as urban slums or poor suburban 
districts. It persisted throughout the 20th 
century, influencing planning in and outside the 
US.

Source: Early Urban Planning, Volume 9  
by Thomas Adamas

Photo Captions: 

 Baguio Burnham 1990 Earthquake

https://baguiofamilytime.weebly.com/blogs/
the-day-that-baguio-fell-down

 Burnham Plan Manila

http://photos1.blogger.com/
blogger/3209/1105/1600/burnhamsmanila3.jpg

 City Beautiful Baguio

 City Beautiful Washington

    

    



Contemporary 
Filipino City

PHILIPPINES

Contemporary Filipinos cities developed 
from long-term, heavy colonial influence, 
overlain with centralized planning practiced 
during Martial Law and post-Martial Law 
decentralized planning as mandated in the 
Local Government Code. Built upon this are 
intensive private sector-driven developments, 
which now characterize most cities in the 
Philippines. Shopping malls are regarded as the 
new “town center”, a focal point of social and 
economic activity, offering conveniences such 
as cooler temperatures, spaces to walk and 
gather, entertainment and recreation, urban 
services like health care, and even government 
transactions. Urban centers, and increasingly 
areas in the urban periphery, are also replete 
with private residential subdivisions and 
gated communities. Such development, while 
offering access to amenities, also resulted in 
car dependency, loss of prime agricultural 
land, fragmentation, flooding, and other urban 
inefficiencies. They also stand in stark contrast 
to sprawling informal settlements that are 
lacking in basic needs and are exposed to 
environmental, social and economic risks.

Source: http://www.hudcc.gov.ph/sites/default/
files/styles/large/public/document/NISUS%20

Final%20Report_July2014.pdf  
(Accessed in August 2018)
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 Gated Communities 

https://matome.naver.jp/odai/21370916669956
63701/2138440455459037903

 Informal Settlements

Shutterstock: Edwin Bacamas

 Mall of Asia

https://www.smsupermalls.com



Sustainable 
Development 
Goals and the 
New Urban 
Agenda

UNITED NATIONS

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
gives a prominent role to urbanization and 
cities with the inclusion of a stand-alone goal 
of inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 
cities and human settlements. It recognizes 
that cities are a string that connects all other 
goals together; their density and economies 
of agglomeration link economy, energy, 
environment, science, technology and social 
and economic outputs. In the context of the 
SDGs as well as the Paris Agreement and 
other global agreements, the international 
community has adopted the New Urban 
Agenda (NUA). The NUA envisions cities and 
human settlements that: a) fully realize the 
right to an adequate standard of living, 
b) promote inclusivity and civic engagement, 
c) achieve gender equality, d) exhibit 
sustainable economic growth, e) act as hubs 
and drivers for balanced, sustainable and 
integrated urban and territorial development, 
f) promote accessible urban mobility 
g) reduce/manage disaster risk and build 
climate resilience and h) protect, conserve, 
restore and promote their ecosystems. 

Photo Captions: 

 Thanh Hoa, Vietnam: 2020 Masterplan 
incorporates “Green and Blue Fingers” 

    Rotterdam, Netherlands: City square for 
recreational use and rainfall water capture.

    Lima, Peru: Ecological Infrastructure Strategy 
for improved land-use efficiency and urban 
water management.


