


VISION

Better, Greener, Smarter Human 
Settlements and Urban Systems
in a More Inclusive Philippines

Key Points from the National Housing and 
Urban Development Sector Plan (NHUDSP)
The NHUDSP envisions a 20-year roadmap to harmonize and sustain housing and urban 
development initiatives in the country. It consolidates housing policies, strategies, and 
programs of the department, along with its key shelter agencies, partner-developers and 
stakeholders.

Shelter

Accessible and 
affordable housing 
options; compact, 
connected, and 
integrated and 
inclusive, human 
settlements

Urban Planning 
and Design

Actionable imple-
mentable urban 
plans and designs 
that pursue safe, 
inclusive, resilient, 
and sustainable 
urban development

Urban 
Economy

Robust and 
diverse economy

Urban
Infrastructure

Accessible 
and and reliable urban 
infrastructure and 
services (water, 
sanitation, waste 
management, sus-
tainable energy, etc)

Urban 
Governance

Transparent 
institutions, acces-
sible governance 
platforms, and 
empowered 
communities

Thematic Area Outcomes

Sector Plan Issues and Opportunities

Shelter
      Housing needs are expected to hit 6.5 million  in 2022, to reach 22 million by 2040
      Access to budget remains to be a big challenge, 45 billion is needed

Urban Population and Growth
      Philippines with high growth rate, 51.2% of population in in urban areas
      Urban growth concentrated in to 16 most populous cities, resulting to strained 
      resources and basic services

Climate, Disaster, and Public Health Risks
      Urban centers are most vulnerable to impacts of climate change
    Metro Manila: floodplains and vulnerabilities to earthquakes
      Estimated damages 388 billion pesos (NEDA) 2011-2018
      19,000 lives lost due to COVID-19
      Weak implementation of climate resilient plans due to capacity gaps
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Response-Recovery-Sustainable Development Continuum

Immediate Response 
(damage/impact assessment)

Early/Short Term Response
(food relief, debris clearing, restoring 
temporary services, infrastructure repair,  
tempotemporary housing, protection/security, 

social amelioration, etc.)

Actions for Disasters
and Crisis Response

Development Vision
Spatial Context
Sector Realities

Functional & Operational Capacities
Institutional Policies & Mandates

Multi-sector Actors

Long-Term Sustainable 
Development

Promote the interface: 
both are building blocks to each other

Understand gains, opportunities,
and challenges

Determine options and priorities

Operationalise – build back better & safer

Systems’ Resilience in mindSystems’ Resilience in mind

Recovery Actions

Resilient and Green Recovery (RGR) Inputs
As shared by Laids Cea of the UN-Habitat Cities and Climate Change Initiative, Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific

Why focus on urban settlements and RGR?
Urban environment is becoming more fragile as a result of 
uncontrolled urbanization
People in slums/urban poor areas are facing higher risks and 
vulnerabilities from climate change and natural hazards
Early recovery of basic service provision and critical infrastructure 
for water, sanitation, and waste management and hygiene systems
NatuNatural resources and urban ecosystems act as risk mitigation 
instruments and physical buffers to disasters and climactic events

The investments and 
adjustments that we 
are doing now should 
consider challenges 
that are ahead: 
COVID-19, economic 
recession, and climate 
change.change.

GREEN RECOVERY
AAligning recovery 
measures with the 
achievement of 
long-term climate 
change and sustain-
ability goals

Considerations for city recovery actions 
from COVID-19 pandemic impacts
Ensure that actions are just, resilient, and green recovery aligned
Make health as an input and outcome in planning 
Emphasize the importance of data (past, current, future) and
evidence-based actions
Leverage multi-level governance for generating resources, 
mazimizing technology, and facilitating innovation
ExploExplore opportunities for positive transformation, being realistic 
without restricting sustainability pathway
Create new social contracts, allowing stakeholders to contribute 
and avoiding actions exclusive to the government
Use systems approach to understand trade-offs amongst 
interests, actions, goals, and results

Resources
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https://designingresilience.ph/media/cities-and-pandemics-towards-a-more-just-green-and-healthy-future/
https://designingresilience.ph/media/unh-who-integrating-health-in-territorial-planning/
https://designingresilience.ph/media/sg_policy_brief_covid_urban_world_july_2020_final/


RGR Entry Points from Various Policy Documents
The following is a list of provisions and recommendations from different government reports
and plans where DHSUD can anchor its agenda for resilient and green recovery.

We Recover As One Report
Contains recommendations to rebuild confidence and adjust to the 
“new normal” that will arise from the country’s response to the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19)

Implement ancillary remedial actions to improve environmental 
health and mitigate climate change (more open and green spaces)
Ensure water security especially in COVID-19 pandemic (water 
supply and sanitation systems)
Updating local DRR and comprehensive land use plans to include 
health hazards

Updated Philippine Development Plan (PDP) 2017-2022
Geared towards the achievement of the long-term vision: Isang matatag, maginhawa, at panatag na buhay para sa 
lahat, the updated PDP responds to the emergence of new threats to the country’s growth prospects and guides the 
transition towards economic recovery.

Chapter 3: National Spatial Strategy

1. Regional Agglomeration
2. Connectivity - Network of settlements (ICT and 
    transport)
3. Reduction of vulnerability and CCA in growth centers  
    Capacity building of LGUs and national government
    for     for responding to disasters and health crisis

Chapter 12: Building Safe and Resilient and 
Sustainable Communities

1. Integrating public health goals in design of human
    settlements
2. Housing production with hazard and health standards
3. Housing solutions for low-income market

Chapter 19: Accelerating Infrastructure Development

1. Incorporate climate change adaptation and disaster
    resilience measure and ensure the security of
    infrastructure facilities
2. Capacity building of LGUs for solid waste
    management (especially medical waste)

Chapter 12: Ensuring Ecological Integrity, Clean,
and Healthy Environment

1. Upgrade air pollution and control emission
    regulatory systems
2. Establish domestic wastewater treatments facilities
3. Fast-track implementation of better solid waste 
    management    management
4. Pollution solutions: Development of walkable cities

National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Plan (NDRRMP)
The NDRRMP sets down the expected outcomes, outputs, key activities, indicators, lead agencies, implementing 
partners, and timelines in the country’s guide for disaster risk reduction and management.

Outcome 8: Disaster-resilient 
human settlements (Disaster 
Prevention and Mitigation)
Outcome 21: Outcome 21: Access to afford-
able disaster resilient housing 
where social services and public 
facilities are available; or, finan-
cial assistance to rebuild houses 
in areas that are declared as 
safe zones (Disaster Rehabilita
tion and Recovery)

Outcome 2: Implemented Risk-Centered National, Sub-National, Sectoral 
Policies, Plans, and Budgets
Outcome 3: Increased Structural Integrity of Housing, Building and Critical 
Infrastructure
Outcome 14: Appropriate Early Actions are Provided to Communities
Outcome 15: Accurate, Reliable and Timely Information Management 
Outcome 17: Implemented an Integrated System for Early Recovery
Outcome 18: Outcome 18: Clear Policy Directions for Rehabilitation And Recovery
Outcome 23: Disaster Resilient Standards in Infrastructure are Observed 
During Rehabilitation and Recovery

DHSUD as Implementing PartnerDHSUD as Lead Agency
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https://neda.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/We-Recover-As-One.pdf
https://ndrrmc.gov.ph/attachments/article/4147/NDRRMP-Pre-Publication-Copy-v2.pdf


National Climate Change Action Plan (NCCAP) 2011-2028
Details the government’s plan in accordance to the national climate change framework 

Climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction 
implemented in all sectors at the national and local levels.
Health and social protection delivery systems are responsive 
to climate change risks.
CC–adaptive human settlements and services developed, 
promoted and adopted.

NCCAP Human Security Agenda Government Cooperation for NDC
Organize government agencies for the 
nationally determined contributions (NDCs)
in relation to the Paris Agreement

Pressing climate concern
Issue of displacement and migration brought 
by climate change factors (sea level rise)

LGU Guide for Rehabilitation & Recovery from COVID-19
Serves as primary reference for LGUs in preparing rehabilitation and recovery programs, and local planners in
the updating of medium- and long-term mandated plans of LGUs to sustain rehabilitation and recovery initiatives 
addressing COVID-19 impacts 

Safer, adaptive, capacitated, and resilient Filipino communities that are protected from risks and 
can cope with and recover from COVID-19, its resurgence/ escalation, and other biological 
hazards

Led by the local engineering office, the sub-committtee shall be in charge 
of the construction, rehabilitation, or repurposing of health facilities for
isolation/containment, the upgisolation/containment, the upgrading of local government and community 
infrastructure to conform to standards that will prevent the spread of infec-
tious disease outbreaks, and the establishment of refrigeration facilities to 
be able to transmit the COVID-19 vaccine up to the LGU level. The 
Sub-Committee shall also be responsible for the development of appropri-
ate safety standards in housing and settlements that will contain the 
spread of pandemics. It shall ensure that housing and settlements for 
affected communities, particularly the vulnerable sector, are upgraded to 
conform to minimum health standards.

Local Task Force Structure

Role of the Infrastucture and Housing Sub-Committee

Source: LGU Guide for Rehabilitation & Recovery from COVID-19,
Department of the Interior and Local Government and the World Bank (2021)

Long-Term 
Goal

Newly constructed and 
existing health facilities are 

utilized

Local government and
 community infrastructures are 
upgraded to conform to 

standards that will prevent the 
spread of COVID-19.

Housing for the vulnerable 
communities is upgraded to 
conform to standards that will 
prevent the spread of 

COVID-19.

Infrastructre 
and Housing 
Sector 
Outcomes 

COVID-19 Rehabilitation and Recovery Framework
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https://climate.emb.gov.ph/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/NCCAP-1.pdf
https://dilg.gov.ph/PDF_File/reports_resources/dilg-reports-resources-2021624_dd4d5c6d5f.pdf


Workshop Output Highlights
On 17 August 2021, representatives from DHSUD processed the inputs 
from the different agencies during the RGR Orientation. They discussed the 
needs and opportunities for the development of RGR agenda and the 
resilient human settlements framework of their agency.

Lack of monitoring and assessment 
tools that can measure resiliency
Disaggregated housing database 
and inventory of public lands
Issues on LGUs’ prioritization and 
resource insufficiency

Need for considering health and 
sanitation in CLUP implementation
Lack of pandemic lens in disas-
ter/crisis response and recovery

Adoption of disaster resilient 
design housing standards
Policy provisions for using open 
spaces to support green 
recovery

Policy Implementation Challenges

Enhancement of LUZIS and other databases
for monitoring 
Crafting of localized sustainable energy plan
Programs for urban re-greening and renewal
Technical assistance and capacity development 
for LGUs
PPromotion of low-carbon emission technologies

Policy support for increasing public open spaces
Incentivizing use of open spaces for COVID-19 
response
Recommendations on resilient design standards 
considering public health and climate
IntegIntegration of pandemic disaster assessment to 
CDRA tool

Policy Opportunities

Using existing local 
and international 
data on COVID-19 as 
inputs for resilient 
settlements 
planning

Trainings on CDRA 
tool considering 
impacts of the 
pandemic

Maximizing 
collaborations with 
NGAs on urban 
governance

Directing funds to 
RGR efforts in relation 
to Mandanas-Garcia 

ruling

Updating current 
training modules to 
highlight climate 
change and 

COVID-19 impacts

Capacity Development Needs

Key Messages for Stakeholders

LGU: Resilient and green recovery strategies will 
strengthen sustainable development of LGUs and their 
building back better efforts.

DHSUD: Understanding and application of RGR into the 
work of DHSUD includes climate and disaster resiliency, 
human security, and green and eco-based strategies.

National Government Agencies: Coordination and align-
ment is important to maximize resources and increase 
impact for resilient and green recovery

Key shelter agencies: Ensure that resilient and green 
recovery plans are translated to specific actions of the 
agency, building human settlements which are econom-
ically affordable, secured, and sustainable.

HOAs: Homeowners associations are partners for 
building RGR in both the community and city level.

www.designingresilience.ph
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