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CLIMATE POLICY HIGHLIGHTS
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

CCC calls for integrated climate and environmental actions for Climate Emergency and COVID-19
Recovery. The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored the need for a holistic and
comprehensive approach in addressing the complex challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, its ensuing
economic fallout, and the unfolding climate and environmental crisis. Read More
DENR: Climate change remains a top priority, despite COVID-19. Environment Secretary Roy A.
Cimatu said addressing climate change remains a top priority for the government even if it is currently
preoccupied on controlling the spread of COVID-19. Read More
DOE vows to fully Implement Renewable Energy Act. On July 2, 2020, the Department of Energy
reaffirmed his commitment to the full implementation of Republic Act (RA) 9513 or the Renewable Energy
Act of 2008, which promotes the development of the country’s renewable resources for energy supply.
Read More
BSP’s sustainable finance framework for banks issued. On April 29, 2020, the Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) adopted a Sustainable Financial Framework through the issuance of Circular No. 1085.
Read More
CCC commits to advance climate action in the Philippines. In celebration of the 50th anniversary of
Earth Day and the third anniversary of the Paris Agreement taking effect in the Philippines, the Climate
Change Commission (CCC) renewed its commitment to advance climate action in the country. This year’s
Earth Day theme is “Climate Action”. Read More
CCC organized orientation on climate budget tagging virtually. On April 21, 2020, the Climate
Change Commission (CCC) conducted virtually the annual orientation on Climate Change Expenditure
Tagging (CCET) to aid national government agencies to identify, design, and tag climate adaptation and
mitigation programs, activities, and projects for inclusion in the General Appropriations Act. Read More
CCC recognizes role of youth for climate action. Reiterating the need to advance the cause of a better
planet amid the Covid-19 pandemic, the Climate Change Commission (CCC) renewed its commitment to
promote climate change education and youth empowerment in the country. Read more
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IKI PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS
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New project on Climate Change Information Services. To improve climate information services (CIS)
in the Philippines and member-countries of the Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF), the project “South-South
Collaboration on Climate Information Services (South South CIS)” was commissioned to build a
knowledge exchange and learning platform that is tailored to the needs of its users so that they can cope
better with the increasing climate variability, mitigate climate risks, and in the process, improve livelihoods
across the region.
Climate and catastrophe modeling in the Philippines. Work is continuing on the Oasis Platform for
Climate and Catastrophe Risk Assessment in Asia project, which has now entered its final year. The
project is reaching its successful conclusion as developments in climate risk insurance continue to expand
along with recognition of the need for open data to make such schemes work. Read More
Five cities to pitch urban adaptation projects at investment forum in August 2020. The Building
Climate Resiliency through Urban Plans and Designs Project, implemented by UN-Habitat with national
government and funding from IKI-BMU, supported local government actions and enhanced the capacities
of local government units (LGUs) in developing resilient urban plans and designs. Read More
EbA for climate-resilient water management - review of the Philippine case study. The project
Ecosystem-based Adaptation in 2 River Basins (E2RB), together with the River Basin Control Office
(RBCO) of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), reviewed the Manila Bay
case study.
Protecting small-scale fisheries and marine ecosystems during COVID-19. Rare Philippines has
collaborated with various partners in organizing webinars that highlight the need to look at climate impacts
even as the country grapples with the economic downturn as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Forum on COVID-19, Climate Change and Ocean. In celebration of the Month of the Ocean, Rare
Philippines co-sponsored the online forum “The Great Web: COVID-19, Climate Change, and The
Ocean,” with the Climate Change Commission last May 26, 2020. Watch here
SupportCCC II project implementation extended until December 2021. The Support to the Philippines
in Shaping and Implementing the International Climate Regime (SupportCCC II) Project has been greenlighted in April 2020 to continue implementation on new activities until the end of December 2021.
Pasig City to conduct city level launch of its EcoPledge Platform. This July, the Pasig City
government with ICLEI Southeast Asia Secretariat (ICLEI SEAS) will launch the Pasig EcoPledge
Platform to its stakeholders online.
Food Safety is Everyone’s Business: WWF-Philippines joins the World Food Safety Day 2020.
Whether we grow, cook, sell, deliver, or eat food, we all have a role to play to keep it safe and prevent
any food-borne illnesses. Food is one of our basic needs that is essential for our overall well-being and
survival. Keeping our bodies and minds healthy and strong is of utmost importance during the COVID-19
pandemic. Read More
COVID-19 response PH tourism industry. The Transforming Tourism Value Chains convened virtually
for its 10th Philippine Stakeholders Advisory Group (PSTAG) Meeting on June 5, 2020 via Google Meet
to present to members proposed project activities and priority actions given the COVID-19 pandemic,
which heavily impacted the country’s tourism industry.
Resource efficiency tool performance update. The Transforming Tourism Value Chains project’s goal
is to reduce greenhouse gas footprint and increase resource efficiency of its main stakeholders, Hotels
and MICE businesses. To facilitate this, the project has developed a tool to monitor and analyze these
behaviors by collecting necessary data and info from the establishments.
A Game of Trees. A partnership between GCash, the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF), the
Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN) of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), plus the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) aims to harness Pinoys’ natural love for
games to plant 365,000 trees starting July 2020.
Mangroves webinar series on science-based protocols for mangrove rehabilitation and
conservation: 5th Episode set in September 2020. The Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and the Zoological Society of London (ZSL) Philippines have organized a monthly
webinar series, entitled Mangrove 101, to impart knowledge about mangroves and the science-based
protocols guiding mangrove rehabilitation and conservation. Click here to register
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GENERAL NEWS IN THE PHILIPPINES
CCC calls for integrated climate and
environmental actions for Climate
Emergency and COVID-19 Recovery
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) underscored
the need for a holistic and comprehensive approach in
addressing the complex challenges of the COVID-19
pandemic, its ensuing economic fallout, and the
unfolding climate and environmental crisis.
This pronouncement was made in support of the two
House Resolutions calling for emergency action to save
communities and the economy from the clear and
present danger of climate change, which were adopted
by the House Committee on Climate Change during the
virtual meeting on 04 June 2020.
HR No. 724, which was authored by Deputy Speaker
and Antique Representative Loren Legarda, calls for the
mobilization
of
government
agencies
and
instrumentalities and local government units toward the
effective implementation of environmental, climate
change adaptation and mitigation, and disaster risk
reduction and management laws in light of the global
climate and environmental emergency.
HR No. 761, which was authored by Bohol 1st District
Representative Edgar M. Chatto, encourages that
climate emergency be placed at the center of all policy
decision-making at the local and national levels and
calls on local government units to adopt a No To New
Coal Policy.
“Dealing with climate change is a matter of life and
death with enormous and lingering socio-economic
consequences, many times more than the pandemic,”
CCC Secretary Emmanuel M. De Guzman said during
the meeting. “Neither the virus nor greenhouse gases
respect national boundaries. But both of them demand
rapid and far-reaching action on an unprecedented
scale. We see it now happening on Covid-19, but not
yet on carbon emissions,” he added.
Rep. Chatto, Chair of the House Committee on Climate
Change, emphasized the role of developed countries in
addressing the climate emergency.
In line with this, the CCC said that it endeavours to
facilitate the country’s access to international climate
finance to fill in the gaps in funding for programs and
projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions and
build the adaptive capacities of communities to climate
change.
“We hope that the economic adjustments shall give way
to a streamlined and rationalized process for accessing
international green and climate finance. We must
accelerate the implementation of technical cooperation
projects and grants supportive of adaptation and
mitigation programs such as those under the Green
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Climate Fund”, CCC Commissioner Rachel Herrera,
National Focal Point to the Green Climate Fund, said.
The CCC also assured the House Committee on
Climate Change that it shall continue to heed science to
pave a better normal toward a sustainable recovery
from the Covid-19 pandemic.
According to the climate body, it shall deliver on its
mandates under the law and respond to the challenges
of a better normal by pursuing four (4) action tracks: (1)
development of science-based policies and plans
through the National Climate Change Action Plan,
National Adaptation Plan, and Nationally Determined
Contributions; (2) conduct of climate science and policy
research studies and the production of climate risk
management decision support and knowledge
management tools; (3) provision of technical assistance
and capacity development services on climate change
adaptation and mitigation to local government units and
key stakeholders, especially for accessing climate
finance; and (4) monitoring, evaluation, and reporting
of the implementation of climate change adaptation and
mitigation policies, plans, programs, and projects of the
government.
Read More

DENR: Climate change remains a top
priority, despite COVID-19
Environment Secretary Roy A. Cimatu said addressing
climate change remains a top priority for the
government even if it is currently preoccupied on
controlling the spread of COVID-19.
“The climate emergency remains as urgent as ever. It is
like the COVID-19 emergency, just in slow motion and
much graver,” Cimatu said during his presentation of the
2020 Pre-State of the Nation Address Report of the
Cabinet Cluster on CCAM-DRR (watch video) dubbed
as “Pagkalinga Tungo sa Katatagan” on July 22.
Cimatu, who chairs the Cabinet Cluster on Climate
Change Adaptation, Mitigation and Disaster Risk
Reduction (CCAM-DRR), said climate change is a
bigger crisis than COVID-19 as it potentially poses
existential risks for future generations.
As a strategy, Cimatu said the government will use the
COVID-19 crisis as an opportunity to accelerate climate
action by formulating “responses to the worst public
health crisis of this generation through a climate lens.”
The government—through the Cabinet Cluster on
CCAM-DRR—will prioritize actions and investments
that will reduce long-term health impacts and increase
our resilience and adaptive capacity to both the
coronavirus pandemic and climate change.
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The Cabinet cluster will continue to respond to extreme
weather events and disasters; increase adaptive
capacities of vulnerable communities; ensure adequate
supply of clean air, water and natural resources; and
increase resilience of critical infrastructure.
Cimatu added that major environmental protection
programs like solid waste management, reforestation
and biodiversity conservation, must be consistent with
the overall response to COVID-19, future pandemics
and climate crisis.
Created under Executive Order 24, Series of 2017, the
Cabinet Cluster on CCAM-DRR is mandated to focus on
the protection and conservation of the environment and
natural resources, and serves as a venue for discussing
inter-related concerns on climate change and disaster
risk management.
The cluster also takes the lead in the effective
integration of policies and programs on climate risk
management, disaster risk reduction and sustainable
development.
Read More

DOE vows to fully Implement Renewable
Energy Act
On July 2, 2020, the Department of Energy reaffirmed
his commitment to the full implementation of Republic
Act (RA) 9513 or the Renewable Energy Act of 2008,
which promotes the development of the country’s
renewable resources for energy supply.
This pronouncement was made by Energy Secretary
Alfonso G. Cusi speaking at the Energy and Sustainable
Development webinar organized by the Ateneo de
Manila University- School of Government. However,
Secretary Cusi emphasized its promotion should be
pursued, alongside with other energy sources that
would give the Philippines sufficient power capacity.
In his statement, Secretary Cusi admitted that the
current energy situation “leaves much to be desired.”
Hence, all options in power sourcing should be
considered, including the possibility of tapping nuclear
energy in the future.
“For those of us involved in policy and decision-making,
we must strike a balance between meeting our current
energy needs and building a better world for the coming
generations. From where we are at right now, we cannot
sacrifice one in favor of the other,” Secretary Cusi
stressed.
One key takeaway of the COVID-19 crisis for the energy
sector, he said, is the importance of energy security.
The pandemic has revealed the vulnerability of energy
systems, which could be interrupted if industry
stakeholders do not manage it well.
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Focusing on RE, Secretary Cusi said the government
has not been reneged in its efforts to attract investors.
In fact, he said, the DOE is working closely with the
Philippine Export Zone Authority (PEZA) for the
development of economic zones that would provide
clean energy to the locators.
He also shared that since the Duterte administration
started in 2016, the DOE has awarded a total of 472 RE
Service Contracts, with a potential capacity of 20
gigawatts (GW), which may translate to an additional
8% RE share to our Total Primary Energy Supply
(TPES).
“This is higher than our indicative and committed coal
plants for the same period, which only has a potential
capacity of 14.5 GW,” he added.
Secretary Cusi also informed the webinar participants
that the Philippines continues to have the highest RE
generation mix within Southeast Asia region.
In 2019, RE accounted for 33% of the Philippines’
TPES, making the country 10% ahead of the regional
target set forth in the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Plan of Action on Energy
Cooperation, which seeks to increase the RE
component of the ASEAN Total Primary Energy Mix to
23% by the year 2025.
Among the array of the country’s vast RE resources,
Secretary Cusi said, it is best to focus on the resources
that are readily available and extend all the necessary
support to encourage its development. He cited the
need to maximize indigenous resources like geothermal
and hydro as they have proven their reliability as
baseload power sources that are crucial for commercial
and industrial needs.
In addition, the Secretary shared that the DOE
immediately worked to implement a couple of RA 9513
policy mechanisms that have yet to be realized. These
are (1) the Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS), a
supply-side policy, which mandates distribution utilities
to source a minimum portion of energy from renewable
sources; and (2) the Green Energy Option Program,
which empowers consumers to insist that the energy
they consume is sourced from renewable resources.
“We are also determined to establish a Green Energy
Auction Program with an initial 2000 MW, which would
augment RE capacity in the grid. This pricing program
will support RE generators in securing Power Supply
Agreements and selling their energy through the
establishment of a fair base-line price,” the Energy
Secretary said.
He added that the DOE is looking at other mechanisms
where electricity end-users can share their RE
generation during supply shortfalls, as well as further
enhancements to existing Net Metering arrangements.
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To help promote inclusive development in the
provinces, he also stated that the DOE is pushing the
transition from oil-based technology utilization to
cleaner energy sources, such as LNG to meet baseload
requirements in these areas.
Read More

BSP’s sustainable finance framework for
banks issued
On April 29, 2020, the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
(BSP) adopted a Sustainable Financial Framework
through the issuance of Circular No. 1085.
The Sustainable Financial Framework urges banks to
embed sustainability principles, including those
covering environmental and social risk areas, in their
corporate governance framework, risk management
systems, and strategic objectives consistent with their
size, risk profile and complexity of operations, according
to Monetary Board Resolution No. 415 dated 19 March
2020.

CCC commits to advance climate action in
the Philippines
In celebration of the 50th anniversary of Earth Day and
the third anniversary of the Paris Agreement taking
effect in the Philippines, the Climate Change
Commission (CCC) renewed its commitment to
advance climate action in the country. This year’s Earth
Day theme is “Climate Action”.
The CCC said that the agency will increase its efforts to
raise public awareness and help more communities
adapt to climate change.
Since 2016, the CCC continues strengthen its
Communities for Resilience Program or CORE, which is
the main platform of the agency for capacity building
and training for the academe and the local government
professionals. Said program is especially focused on
enhancing local development and investment plans,
including local climate change action plans, local
disaster risk reduction and management plans,
comprehensive land use plans, and comprehensive
development plans, and on preparing quality project
proposals for People’s Survival Fund grant funding.

With the issuance of the Circular, the Sustainable
Finance Framework is added in the Manual of
Regulations for Banks (MORB). It declares as a policy
that the BSP is “cognizant that climate change and other
environmental and social risks could pose financial
stability concerns” and that “physical and transition risks
arising from climate change could result in significant
societal, economic and financial risks affecting the
banks and their stakeholders.” These risks not only
directly affect banks but also their clientele and
stakeholders, such as households, businesses, and
other financial institutions.

With the current health crisis, the Commission is
planning to launch an e-learning version of the CORE.

The BSP recognizes the critical role of the financial
industry in pursuing sustainable and resilient growth by
enabling environmentally and social responsible
business decisions consistent with the aspirations set
out for every Filipino community under the Philippine
Development Plan.

CCC organized orientation on climate
budget tagging virtually

The banks shall be given a period of three years to fully
comply with the Transitory Provisions, adopting a
transition plan with specific timelines to implement the
board-approved strategies and policies integrating
sustainability principles into their corporate governance
and risk management frameworks, as well as in their
strategic objectives and operations. Banks should
provide their board-approved transition plan upon
request of the BSP starting six months from the
effectivity of the Circular.
Read More

Moreover, the CCC also pledged to further engage
national and local leaders to heed the latest climate
science as basis in making decisions for the people and
the environment, and to support the transition of all
sectors to a green economy.
Read More

On April 21, 2020, the Climate Change Commission
(CCC) conducted virtually the annual orientation on
Climate Change Expenditure Tagging (CCET) to aid
national government agencies to identify, design, and
tag climate adaptation and mitigation programs,
activities, and projects for inclusion in the General
Appropriations Act.
Around 200 participants from various National
Government Agencies (NGAs), Constitutional Offices,
and Government Owned- and Controlled- Corporations
(GOCCs) were oriented on the expenditure tagging
process, with topics ranging from climate change
science, domestic and international responses to
climate change, and governance.
The CCET was issued as a joint policy of the DBM and
CCC, through DBM-CCC JMC 2015-01, which requires
government instrumentalities to tag climate-related
items in the budget using climate change typologies.
Tracking climate expenditure helps monitor the
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progress implementation of climate actions in the
country.
The activity aimed to further strengthen the
mainstreaming of climate change in the government’s
work by emphasizing on processes, roles and
responsibilities, and collaboration. This year’s focus
audience are member agencies of the CCAM-DRR
Cabinet Cluster, the Climate Change Advisory Board
(CCAB), and the technical working group of the Risk
Resiliency Program (RRP).
The Risk Resiliency Program (RRP), under the Program
Convergence Budgeting, is the framework program to
assist the government in strengthening the resiliency of
natural ecosystems and the adaptive capacity of
vulnerable communities to short- and long-term risks
using a landscape management approach in selected
major and principal river basins. The convergence
between CCET and RRP is highlighted in this year’s
orientation to advance said shared results in the sector.
The RRP, aligned with Philippine Development Plan
(PDP) and the National Climate Change Action Plan
(NCCAP), allows the Cluster to focus the available fiscal
space on the key priority programs on Climate Change
Adaptation & Mitigation, and Disaster Risk Reduction
(CCAM-DRR) within and across the national
government agencies. The DENR leads the program as
the Chair of the Cabinet Cluster on CCAM-DRR.

The SupportCCC II Project would like to express
its gratitude to the implementing organizations
of BMU-IKI supported projects in the country for
their continued support to come up with this
quarterly newsletter. Special thanks go to the
following projects:
o Meg Yandoc, GIZ South-South CIS
Project
o Julia Arevalo, Oasis LMF
o Jenina Alli, UN-Habitat Philippines,
BCRUPD Project
o Marion Daclan, GIZ E2RB Project
o Angel Uson, Rare Philippines, Fishing for
Climate Resilience Project
o Cheng Pagulayan, ICLEI Southeast Asia
Secretariat
o Jonna Ellaine Jordan, WWF Philippines,
Sustainable Diner Project
o Kiko Velhagen, PCEPSDI, Sustainable
Tourism Value Chain Project
o Angelique Ogena, UNDP Philippines,
BIOFIN Project
o Raquel Capio, GIZ, ProCoast Project

Read More

CCC recognizes role of youth for climate
action
Reiterating the need to advance the cause of a better
planet amid the Covid-19 pandemic, the Climate
Change Commission (CCC) renewed its commitment to
promote climate change education and youth
empowerment in the country.
The CCC echoed the pronouncement of the United
Nations Climate Change Secretariat on the significant
role of the youth in climate action, saying that young
people are key actors in raising climate change
awareness, promoting sustainable lifestyles, conserving
nature, and implementing adaptation and mitigation
projects.
To sustain this momentum, the CCC said it will engage
more institutions from the private business sector and
civil society in its ongoing initiatives for the youth. These
include the Annual Climate Science Youth Congress,
which showcases the innovative researches of young
scientists on climate change adaptation and mitigation,
and this year’s launch of the Klima Film Festival which
taps into the creativity of the youth to advocate for
climate action through film.
Read more
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Adaptation to the impacts of Climate Change
collaboration of CIS providers and users, it will create a
venue for developing high quality and accessible CIS to
allow stakeholders make better-informed decisions,
action plans, localized, and targeted climate policies.

New project on Climate Change
Information Services

Climate Information Services are vital in supporting
strategic response to climate change. These services
encompass a range of activities that deal with
generating and providing information based on past,
present, and future climate and on its impacts on natural
and human systems.

By GIZ South-South CIS Project

For more information, please contact:

To improve climate information services (CIS) in
the Philippines and member-countries of the Climate
Vulnerable Forum (CVF), the project “South-South
Collaboration on Climate Information Services (South
South CIS)” was commissioned by the German Federal
Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, and
Nuclear Safety (BMU) through the International Climate
Initiative (IKI) to build a knowledge exchange and
learning platform that is tailored to the needs of its users
so that they can cope better with the increasing climate
variability, mitigate climate risks, and in the process,
improve livelihoods across the region.

Melissa Elsa P. Cruz
South-South CIS Project, Chief Advisor
melissa.cruz@giz.de

Led by the Climate Change Commission (CCC) of the
Philippines, the project runs from 2019 to 2024 and will
primarily focus on producing usable climate information
, enhancing tripartite capacities, generating science and
evidence-based knowledge products, and creating a
CVF South-South Center of Excellence, all of which will
help create resilient and adaptive communities.
Consultations among the most affected CVF membercountries have acknowledged the global demand for
CIS and the need for a South- South knowledge sharing
platform. While the Philippines has made considerable
progress in producing CIS products ranging from
downscaled global climate scenarios for the regional
and local level to information about local impacts and
vulnerability to climate change, CIS still vary
substantially depending on user needs and the fields of
application resulting in a demand for a broad spectrum
of knowledge products. The South South CIS will build
on the considerable progress of developing countries in
addressing various aspects of the climate policy
challenge and the highly innovative and successful
responses to climate change.
The project will also promote the significant
opportunities for climate mitigation co-benefits, taking
advantage of the momentum generated by developing
countries’
interest
in
Nationally
Determined
Contributions (NDC) and Nationally Appropriate
Mitigation Action (NAMA). By strengthening the
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Attendees for the second day of the Manila workshop were
representatives from organizations which can be potential data
providers for the catastrophe model. Photo Credit: Oasis LMF

Climate and catastrophe modeling in the
Philippines
By Oasis Loss Modelling Framework

Work is continuing on the Oasis Platform for Climate
and Catastrophe Risk Assessment in Asia project,
which has now entered its final year. The project is
reaching its successful conclusion as developments in
climate risk insurance continue to expand along with
recognition of the need for open data to make such
schemes work. Launched in June 2018, the project is
co-developing new open catastrophe risk models for
flood in the Philippines and cyclone in Bangladesh, as
described here. Catastrophe models are computer
applications that calculate the probability and severity of
losses from extreme events such as an earthquake,
cyclone or flood.
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A major component of the project is capacity building on
catastrophe risk modelling and climate impact
assessment. In 2019 the project delivered multi-day
workshops in Manila. The first was a three-day
workshop on climate input data processing and
analysis, conducted by Dr. Christoph Menz and Dr.
Anne Gaedeke from the Potsdam Institute for Climate
Impact Research (PIK), one of the leading institutes
globally for climate research. The two instructors
supported participants in using data from climate
observations and simulations for practical applications
in the field of climate change impact research.
In attendance were hydrologists, meteorologists,
engineers, researchers, and environmental scientists
from national government agencies Philippine
Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services
Administration (PAGASA), the Department of Public
Works and Highways (DPWH), and the Metropolitan
Manila Development Authority (MMDA); local
government disaster risk reduction and management
offices Makati City, Pasig City, and Quezon City,
departments from the Ateneo de Manila University,
Mapua University, the University of Asia and the Pacific,
and the University of the Philippines in Diliman and in
Los Baños; and the Manila Observatory.
The second event was a two-day workshop covering a
thorough overview of of catastrophe modelling, the
Oasis Project and how to use the Oasis Loss Modelling
Framework (Oasis LMF) platform. In attendance were
over a hundred representatives from the government,
the academe, the non-life insurance industry, and the
development sector.
The models can be used in variety of decision-making
applications, such as understanding contingent financial
losses from disasters, national and local budget
planning, risk transfer mechanisms and development of
insurance products, land-use planning and economics
of physical climate change adaptation mechanisms.
You can read more about the project on the Oasis
website: https://oasislmf.org/news/news-update-iki-project.
Material from the workshops is publicly available from
the following websites. The PIK workshop material on
Climate Data Processing and Analysis is here and all
Oasis presentations from workshops can be accessed
via Dropbox here.
The project lead is Oasis LMF with international
implementing partners the Potsdam Institute of Climate
Impact Research (PIK) and the UK Met Office. Local
leading partner in the Philippines is Nat Re, with the
University of the Philippines Geodetic Engineering
Department, PAGASA, KatRisk and Willis Towers
Watson.
Read More
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Five cities to pitch urban adaptation
projects at investment forum in August
2020
By UN-Habitat Philippines

The Building Climate Resiliency through Urban Plans
and Designs Project, implemented by UN-Habitat with
national government and funding from IKI-BMU,
supported local government actions and enhanced the
capacities of local government units (LGUs) in
developing resilient urban plans and designs.
A concrete demonstration of this support will be through
an Urban Resilience Investment Forum to showcase
enhanced capacities in developing resilient urban plans
and designs of the project’s five partner cities: Angeles,
Cagayan de Oro, Legazpi, Ormoc, and Tagum.
Designed and managed with national partners, the
forum serves as a venue for proof of concept by
providing the five cities an opportunity to showcase
climate change adaptation projects they have identified
when they formulated resilient urban plans and designs
and prioritized feasible options under the project. It also
bridges the gap between urban adaptation plans and
designs and actual project implementation by linking
cities with potential funding institutions like national and
international development banks and multilateral
financing institutions, the private sector, and
development agencies.
In light of quarantine-related limitations in mobility and
travel and in keeping with cautionary measures to avoid
the spread of Covid-19, the investment forum will be
done online and in modules throughout five days on
August 2020. This allows investors to view a full suite of
all five partner cities’ exhibit materials in plenary as well
as meet with them bilaterally through online pocket
meetings. Thematic panel discussions to be led by
national partners are also programmed in the forum and
cover relevant topics such as localizing climate finance,
available financing windows that cities can utilize for
climate adaptation, and innovative models that cities
can deploy to narrow the financing gap for climate-smart
investments.
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Partner cities have been undergoing sustained
coaching in project development and financing in the
leadup to the forum and are in the final stages of
producing their city profiles, project proposals and
pitches, to be presented at the investment forum as a
mix of recorded and live content.

Sustainable Development and Management Plan
should also be considered for a more comprehensive
analysis of EbA-IWRM. E2RB provided information
about the project, key lessons as well as enabling and
hindering factors for inclusion of the project as a second
case study for the Philippines.

Current and potential partners will be invited to the
forum, including those in national government, the
private sector, international development organizations,
civil society, and other stakeholders that have the
potential to become partners with the LGUs in achieving
climate resilient urban development.

The EbA-IWRM Study also features cases studies from
Thailand, Mara River in Kenya and Tanzania, and
Chira-Piura River Basin in Peru. The publication is
expected to be launched later this year.

For updates on the Urban Resilience Investment
Forum, go to https://designingresilience.ph/ or follow
the project on http://facebook.com/bcr.upd or
https://twitter.com/bcr_upd.
Read More

The E2RB Project, with support from the German
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) through the
International Climate Initiative (IKI), works with DENR to
implement EbA measures in in the Ilog-Hilabangan and
Tagum-Libuganon river basins and to create awareness
on ecosystem services values and ecosystem-based
adaptation among national and local players.

EbA for climate-resilient water
management - review of the Philippine
case study

Senior officials from the Land Bank of the Philippines and the
Development Bank of the Philippines encourage local governments to
access their funding windows for economic recovery efforts in coastal
communities. Photo Credit: Rare Philippines

By GIZ E2RB Project

Protecting small-scale fisheries and
marine ecosystems during COVID-19

Ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA) presents viable
options to link protection of biodiversity and ecosystem
services and thereby ensuring the well-being of
communities through the provision of clean water and
sustainable livelihoods. The Global EbA Mainstreaming
Project explored best practices and lessons learned
from EbA practitioners in different countries with the aim
to achieve greater climate resilience by mainstreaming
EbA into integrated water resource management
(IWRM).
The project Ecosystem-based Adaptation in 2 River
Basins (E2RB), together with the River Basin Control
Office (RBCO) of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), reviewed the Manila Bay
case study. The case study features climate proofing
measures to address multiple risks related to water and
climate change. However, DENR-RBCO Director
Antonio Dano pointed out that the study did not highlight
the importance of critical tributaries such as the PasigLaguna Bay river basin and rivers in Cavite Province in
the management of Manila Bay. Given the complexity of
landscape and water governance, the Manila Bay
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By Rare Philippines

With most interaction shifting online due to physical
distancing measures, Rare Philippines has collaborated
with various partners in organizing webinars that
highlight the need to look at climate impacts even as the
country grapples with the economic downturn as a result
of the Covid-19 pandemic.
In May, the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources - Biodiversity Management Bureau
collaborated with Rare in organizing an online forum
that discussed the status of marine protected areas in
the country and how coastal ecosystem services can
boost climate change adaptation.
In June, Rare co-organized a virtual learning session on
“Access to Financing Opportunities for COVID-19 LGU
Recovery” with the Department of Finance-Bureau of
Local Government Finance for the benefit of local
government partners. Speakers from the Development
Bank of the Philippines and Land Bank of the
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Philippines discussed different financing windows that
local governments can access for their recovery plans.
They also shared useful information on how the banks
have streamlined and adjusted their loan application
process to make it easier for local governments to tap
these opportunities.
At the community level, Rare’s local government
partners are offering hope by vigilantly protecting
municipal fishing grounds as pressure to exploit the
resources increases and ensuring that their registered
fishers continue to benefit from sustainable fisheries
management.
In Del Carmen, Surigao del Norte, the Bantay Dagat
team caught fishers from neighboring municipalities
who were engaged in illegal fishing activities in the
municipality’s fishing grounds, sending a clear message
to violators that the local government is constantly on
guard against intrusion even during the pandemic.
In Culasi, Antique, the municipal government discussed
pricing strategies for commercially important fish
species with its constituents to ensure that fishers have
adequate income while the rest of the community
continues to have access to affordable food sources
during the public health emergency.
While COVID-19 poses a lingering threat to the health
and livelihood of the public, Rare believes that is also an
opportunity to leverage calls for rebuilding better.
Through the Fishing for Climate Resilience project, Rare
is working with government partners and coastal
communities to create a model that aligns economic and
social recovery with ecological resilience.

Forum on COVID-19, Climate Change and
Ocean
By Rare Philippines

In celebration of the Month of the Ocean, Rare
Philippines co-sponsored the online forum “The Great
Web: COVID-19, Climate Change, and The Ocean,”
with the Climate Change Commission last May 26,
2020.
Resource speakers were scientists Dr. Doralyn Dalisay
and Dr. Jonel Saludes from the University of San
Agustin in Iloilo City, who talked about potential
medicines that can be derived from the country’s rich
marine biodiversity. Meanwhile, Dr. Mudjekeewis
Santos from the National Fisheries Research and
Development Institute of the Department of Agriculture
– Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources shared
some insights about the impact of climate change on the
ocean’s resources.
Watch the full stream of the forum here.

Bantay Dagat in the Municipality of Del Carmen, Surigao del Norte,
caught illegal fishers as they continued monitoring their fishing
grounds during the Covid-19 lockdown. Photo Credit: Rare Philippines
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SupportCCC II project implementation
extended until December 2021
By GIZ SupportCCC II Project

The Support to the Philippines in Shaping and
Implementing the International Climate Regime
(SupportCCC II) Project, jointly implemented by the
Climate Change Commission and the Deutsche
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ),
has been green-lighted in April 2020 by the German
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) to continue
implementation on new activities until the end of
December 2021.
The extension of the project shall focus mainly on three
components– climate policy, climate finance and
knowledge management and networking.
For climate policy, the project shall support the CCC in
operationalizing the National Climate Risk Management
Framework (NCRMF) and the review of the current
Results-based Monitoring and Evaluation System
(RBMES) of the National Climate Change Action Plan
(NCCAP).
The project will further assist the Commission in the
development of an international climate finance tracking
information system and the review of the Climate
Change Expenditure Tagging (CCET) system at local
and national levels.
And to support CCC’s roll-out of the Communities for
Resilience (CORE) initiative, the project will help the
CCC as it establishes a CORE e-Learning platform
targeted to enhance capacities of local governments in
the country on local climate change action planning and
development. Furthermore, the project will support the
strengthening of the Commission capacities for
improved
foreign-assisted
project
monitoring,
evaluation and reporting and the revival of the CCCmanaged online Communities of Practice platform on
Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation and Disaster
Risk Reduction and Management.
In moving forward, the CCC and GIZ, for the first time
due to the physical distancing restrictions, had shifted to
a virtual conduct of the SupportCCC II 8th Project
Steering Committee (PSC) Meeting last June 25, 2020
via Zoom. The main objective of this meeting was to
present the new indicators and activities under its costextension phase and seek strategic guidance and
directions from its members on the on how the project
implementation will adapt with the current COVID-19
pandemic.
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The composition of the SupportCCC II PSC includes
representatives from the Department of Energy (DOE),
the Department of Human Settlements and Urban
Development (DHSUD, formerly the Housing and Land
Use Regulatory Board), the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR), the National Economic
and Development Authority (NEDA), Department of
Finance (DOF), and the civil society organization
AksyonKlima.
The SupportCC II Project will continue with its BMUdesignated role as International Climate Initiatives (IKI)
Interface Project in the Philippines tasked to conduct
regular knowledge exchange activities and networking
among IKI projects in the country. For this year’s IKI
Networking Workshop, the usual face-to-face activity
will also shift online means to ensure safety and
adherence to local health protocols. It will be slated in
the last quarter of the year.

I
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Mitigation Efforts

Pasig City to conduct city level launch of
its EcoPledge Platform
By ICLEI Southeast Asia Secretariat

Through the Ambitious City Promises (ACP) project,
Pasig City and ICLEI - Local Governments for
Sustainability developed a platform for Pasigueños to
commit to low-carbon lifestyle. This July, the Pasig City
government with ICLEI Southeast Asia Secretariat
(ICLEI SEAS) will launch the Pasig EcoPledge Platform
to its stakeholders online.

The event aimed to recognize the advocacy partners and to report
back the results of action research to the project stakeholders. The
participants were from national agencies and local government units;
the food and beverage industry; hospitality industry; the academe; civil
society; and the media. Ms. Melody Melo-Rijk, the Project Manager of
The Sustainable Diner Project hosted the webinar together with a local
celebrity and WWF-Philippines National Youth Ambassador, Ms.
Janine Gutierrez.

The Pasig EcoPledge Platform serves as a feedback
mechanism where Pasig City stakeholders can express
their commitments towards a more sustainable and ecofriendly lifestyle. It also serves as an awareness-raising
campaign about local climate action and why cities
should prioritize low carbon and inclusive sustainable
development.

Food Safety is Everyone’s Business:
WWF-Philippines joins the World Food
Safety Day 2020

Alongside the city-level launch, ICLEI SEAS will also
hold a virtual turnover workshop of the platform to Pasig
City officials and employees. This workshop will train
employees who will manage the platform from front-end
to back-end after the formal turnover of the platform's
maintenance and management.
Pasig City is also set to implement its infrastructure and
behavioral change pilot projects this year. More
information on its developments will be available on
ICLEI SEAS’ website soon.

By WWF Philippines

Whether we grow, cook, sell, deliver, or eat food, we all
have a role to play to keep it safe and prevent any foodborne illnesses. Food is one of our basic needs that is
essential for our overall well-being and survival.
Keeping our bodies and minds healthy and strong is of
utmost importance during the COVID-19 pandemic.
WWF-Philippines published a series of digital
campaigns across social media platforms on Facebook,
Twitter, and Instagram in different formats. This includes
an animated video, simple infographics, and a webinar
through a livestream video called the Panda Talks:
Conservation Starts With You hosted on our official
WWF-Philippines Facebook page. Read the full Panda
Talks presentation in this link.
Panda Talks is WWF-Philippines’ free live streaming
educational series which aims to inform people about
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the work being done by the organization, as well as to
help equip its audience with knowledge when it comes
to conservation issues. This episode entitled “Food
Safety: Everyone’s Business highlights the importance
of practicing food safety at home and food businesses,
and how to prevent food waste. It also provided
important facts about COVID-19 and its transmission
food. This further raises awareness on ensuring that the
food we eat should be always of best quality and safe to
consume.
For more information:
● Watch the 5 steps to keep our food safe:
bit.ly/foodsafetyvid
● Read the full article for food safety at home:
bit.ly/foodsafetywwf
● Check out the full Panda Talks webisode on
Facebook: https://bit.ly/PandaTalksFoodSafety
● Read the full Panda Talks presentation in this link:
http://bit.ly/pandatalks6

infrastructure, enhanced marketing, market and product
development, timely and efficient institutional support,
and effective strategic communications.
The Roadmap for Low-Carbon and Resource Efficient
Tourism in the Philippines developed by the project
proves to still be highly relevant and valuable especially
with the pandemic. It contained some of the proposed
priority actions, including: capacity building on food
sustainability principles and strengthening sustainable
procurement policies, given that food supply chains are
considered critical at this time and that plastic waste in
the form of takeout boxes are increasing; capacity
building and boosting research and development in
MICE sustainability to support the sector’s recovery;
pushing for more responsible and minimal use of singleuse plastic products, given the surge in medical waste
which more often than not come in disposable
packaging; and promoting the construction of smart
hotels and venues and investing in staff training and
guest communication in pursuing energy efficiency.

Read More
Present PSTAG members were representatives from:
the Philippine Department of Tourism, the Philippine
Association of Convention/Exhibition Organizers and
Suppliers, the Climate Change Commission, the
Chamber of Commerce of the Philippine Islands, De La
Salle - College of Saint Benilde,

Resource efficiency tool performance
update
By PCEPSDI

COVID-19 response for PH tourism
industry
By PCEPSDI

The Transforming Tourism Value Chains convened
virtually for its 10th Philippine Stakeholders Advisory
Group (PSTAG) Meeting on June 5, 2020 via Google
Meet to present to members proposed project activities
and priority actions given the COVID-19 pandemic,
which heavily impacted the country’s tourism industry.
Impacts of the pandemic on the global tourism industry,
in terms of the Sustainable Development Goals, were
highlighted. Initial results of the survey launched by
UNEP in assessing these impacts of the pandemic to
the tourism sector were then presented to give body a
qualitative overview of the challenges and the directions
undertaken by tourism stakeholders.
The Philippine Department of Tourism outlined its
strategies to address these impacts in a Tourism
Response and Recovery Plan, where six lines of actions
are proposed: secured livelihood and adequate social
services, sustained business operations, appropriate
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The Transforming Tourism Value Chains project’s goal
is to reduce greenhouse gas footprint and increase
resource efficiency of its main stakeholders, Hotels and
MICE businesses. To facilitate this, the project has
developed a tool to monitor and analyze these
behaviors by collecting necessary data and info from the
establishments such as energy, food, water
consumption and guest nights, to name a few. These
data will be used to establish a baseline of greenhouse
gas emissions and to determine the direction of
sustainability of the Philippine tourism industry and
achieve the necessary reduction targets planned out by
the project and the Roadmap for Low-Carbon and
Resource-Efficient Tourism in the Philippines.
Hotels who have committed to the data collection are
expected to receive performance updates that outline
the outcomes of their resource efficiency and their
carbon footprint.
The Philippine Center for Environmental Protection and
Sustainable Development, Inc. met online with SM
Hotels and Convention Corp (SMHCC) to present the
initial findings of such reports based on the data
provided by two of their hotels, as well as to give an
overview of the recommended solutions stated in the
Roadmap. Certain clarifications on the data provided
and next steps to improve the report with data followups were also discussed.
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Biodiversity and Climate Change

(Left Photo) Heads of the various institutions spearheading GCash Forest. From left to right are GCash Chief Marketing Officer and Head of App
Product Chris Manguera, WWF-Philippines Executive Director Joel Palma, GCash President and CEO Anthony Thomas, UNDP Resident
Representative Titon Mitra and GCash Vice President and Chief Corporate Affairs Officer Reyner Villasenor. (Right Photo) Volunteers, including
top GCash Forest supporters at the Ipo Watershed in Norzagaray, Bulacan. To date, there are over 2.3 million users of GCash Forest. Photo
credits: GCash.

A Game of Trees

the dry summer months, we need to revitalize our
watersheds. No water means no life.”

By UNDP BIOFIN Project

Who says saving nature isn’t all fun and games?

Now reeling from the effects of a global pandemic,
Metro Manila suffered a dramatic water shortage this
time last year. In March 2019, 10,000 Metro Manila
households lost water access as La Mesa Dam dropped
to its lowest water level in 12 years. Manila’s residents
were forced to walk and line up for hours just to secure
water for washing, bathing and brushing their teeth.

The Philippines is losing around 52,000 trees daily.
Logging, slash-and-burn-farming and land development
are erasing 47,000 hectares of forestland yearly – thrice
the size of Quezon City. Just 7.168 million hectares
remain, covering 24% of the nation’s land area.

It is estimated that for 2020 and 2021, Metro Manila’s
water demands will overtake supply by as much as 13%
during peak days, meaning more dry faucets and
unserved households – but taking care of our life-giving
watersheds can avert this.

But gamification, the process of turning otherwise
serious activities into games, might help reverse this.

Ipo Watershed

Gamification makes activities more engaging and
works well in the Philippines. Now it’s being used to
revitalize a forest which helps supply 20 million
Filipinos with fresh water.

A partnership between GCash, the World Wide Fund for
Nature (WWF), the Biodiversity Finance Initiative
(BIOFIN) of the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), plus the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) aims to
harness Pinoys’ natural love for games to plant 365,000
trees starting July 2020.
Earth has roughly three trillion trees, forming the last
remaining forests which harbour 80% of all known
terrestrial plant and animal species. Forests not only
mitigate climate change by absorbing and storing
greenhouse gases while releasing life-giving oxygen,
but ensure the availability of fresh water, a resource
which is becoming scarcer each summer.
“Water comes not from faucets, but from nature,
particularly healthy watersheds,” explains WWFPhilippines project manager Paolo Pagaduan. “Given
current trends of deforestation, we might face a future
where there isn’t enough water for Filipinos. To secure
a clean and reliable source of water, especially during
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Watersheds are zones which naturally collect and store
water. They are typically heavily-vegetated because
trees absorb rainwater which drains into streams, rivers
and lakes.
Ipo Watershed, together with the Angat and Umiray
watersheds, supplies 98% of the water consumed by
Metro Manila. Situated northeast of the sprawling
Metropolis, it covers 7236 hectares in Norzagaray and
San Jose Del Monte in Bulacan, plus Rodriguez in Rizal.
It is home to several species of charismatic animals,
including the Philippine Brown Deer, Philippine Warty
Pig, Tarictic Hornbill, Grey-headed Fish Eagle and
Osprey.
Sadly, the watershed’s forests have been in full retreat.
Though protected by several proclamations including a
Certificate of Ancestral Domain Title for the Indigenous
Dumagat tribes of the watershed, the area is
pockmarked by patches of burnt soil. From 85%, forest
cover plummeted to 40% in recent years, mostly due to
slash-and-burn or kaingin farming and charcoal-making.
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magic bullet that can turn the situation around. We need
diverse actors to engage and find diverse solutions. And
we need unusual partnerships – which in time will
become usual partnerships. GCash, WWF and DENR
are now embarking as one to reduce our carbon
footprint and help the Philippines meet its reforestation
targets. UNDP through BIOFIN is delighted to bring
these actors together to stem the tide on our rapid loss
of forest cover,” concludes UNDP Resident
Representative Titon Mitra.

Rainforestation is the process of restoring ailing forests with native
rainforest species instead of commercial or fruit-bearing trees. Ipo
Watershed’s plant nursery brims with native species like Yakal,
Kupang, Narra, Lauaan and Dau. DENR, GCash, BIOFIN and WWF
aim to plant 365,000 new trees starting July 2020. Photo Credit: Gregg
Yan.

Gamification
Pinoys have always loved games – ranging from
cockfighting to countless hours spent playing Pokemon
Go and bumping into things. So too can this natural love
for play be used for conservation.
“Over 20 million people use GCash and the majority of
them are millennials,” explains Mabel Niala of Mynt,
mother company of GCash. “The challenge is to
channel the passion and energy of the country’s 35
million millennials for good.” GCash is the Philippines’
top cashless service and services a fifth of its
population, plus 75,000 partner merchants and 75
nonprofits.
Using their mobile phones, Pinoys can plant trees
through GCash Forest, part of a larger programme
called GCash for Good. Users earn Green Energy
Points by reducing their individual carbon footprint.
Paying bills online for instance, eliminates the need to
drive to a bank and consume paper for receipts and
forms. More points can be garnered for walking to work,
taking the stairs and avoiding single-use plastic items.
GCash Forest interfaces seamlessly with existing
mobile fitness apps to accurately measure not just
energy saved, but exactly how much carbon emissions
are reduced.
Each green energy point corresponds to a gram of
carbon saved. Points are then used to nourish a virtual
tree in GCash Forest. When users reach 20,560 points,
his or her virtual tree will be fully-grown. WWF, BIOFIN,
GCash and its allies will then plant the user’s tree
species of choice this July 2020.
The partnership between GCash, BIOFIN, WWF and
DENR was formalized in June of 2019 and aims to
bolster Ipo Watershed with 365,000 new trees starting
July. “We are depleting our natural wealth at an
unimaginable rate. While the Philippines is
megadiverse, it is also a hotspot given the extent of the
threat to our natural environment. There is no one
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Mangroves webinar series on sciencebased protocols for mangrove
rehabilitation and conservation: 5th
Episode set in September 2020
By GIZ ProCoast Project

Mangrove ecosystems have contributed significantly to
the well-being of coastal communities through a wide
array of ecosystem goods and services. Mangrove
forests serve as a habitat for different mangrovedependent species and a source of livelihood and
recreational activities, provide protection from storm
surges, and function as a good carbon sink.
The Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and the Zoological Society of
London (ZSL) Philippines have organized a monthly
webinar series, entitled Mangrove 101, to impart
knowledge about mangroves and the science-based
protocols guiding mangrove rehabilitation and
conservation. Dr. Jurgenne Primavera, ZSL Chief
Mangrove Scientific Advisor and an internationally
recognized expert on mangrove rehabilitation and
conservation, is the main resource person of the series.
Additional experts, Dr Klaus Schmitt of GIZ and Dr Clare
Duncan of the University of Exeter, joined her to discuss
green-gray engineering and blue carbon, respectively.
The series was launched in April 2020, with a maiden
episode, “Introduction to Mangroves: Biology,
Taxonomy and Utilization.”
Subsequent episodes
tackled mangrove rehabilitation, coastal greenbelts,
green-grey engineering, reversion of fishponds to
mangrove forests and blue carbon. Topics for the
remaining two months are mangrove ecoparks and
mangrove associates and beach forests.
The webinar series is open to all interested mangrove
champions and practitioners. Announcements and links
are posted on selected websites and social media
accounts. To date, the webinar series reached up to
1,641 attendees, coming from different sectors in the
Philippines and abroad.
The next episode is on 17 September 2020, looking
at Mangrove Ecoparks. (Click here to register).
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