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CLIMATE POLICY HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• More LGUs now have local climate plans. The Climate Change Commission (CCC) reported that 1073 

local government units (LGUs) across the country now have their Local Climate Change Adaptation Plans 

(LCCAP) which is required by the Climate Change Act of 2009, compared to the 137 LGUs recorded in 

2015. Read More 

 

• CCC launches free e-learning platform for the People’s Survival Fund. The Climate Change 

Commission (CCC) launched the free e-Learning Platform and Mentoring Sessions for the People’s 

Survival Fund (PSF) during the conduct of the Communities for Resilience (CORE) training for the 

Yolanda Corridor in August this year. CCC calls for rapid, just and global climate action. The e-learning 

platform and the series of one-on-one mentoring sessions are aimed to improve the soundness and 

worthiness of submitted proposals and to assist LGUs in develop full proposals from their concept notes. 

Read More  

 

• CCC launched climate change consortium for climate-smart leadership, governance. In September 

2019, the Northern Panay Climate Change Consortium (NPCCC) was officially launched.  The CCC 

facilitated the establishment of the NPCCC to further strengthen the cooperation between national and 

local governments and the science and academic community on mainstreaming climate change 

adaptation and mitigation in local development planning in the Northern Panay Region. CCC urges 

banking sector to ramp up financing for climate-smart projects. Read More 
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IKI PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS 
• Pushing for sustainable consumption and production in the Philippine tourism sector. The WWF 

Philippines and the Department of Tourism (DOT) Philippines agreed to enter a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU), which will strengthen their partnership in further pushing for the implementation of 

sustainable dining practices in the local tourism and food service industry.  

• Aligning finance for successful climate action. The Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities (ICSC) 

held a roundtable discussion on “Aligning Finance for Successful Climate Action” attended by 

representatives of civil society organizations, government and the private sector, last July 12, 2019.  

• Pasig and Parañaque learn about Seoul’s low emission development strategies. International 

experts, representatives of the Seoul Metropolitan Government (SMG), and the city officials of Pasig and 

Parañaque met on 8-9 August as part of the continuous city-to-city learning and collaboration championed 

under the Ambitious City Promises (ACP) project. Read More 

• Launch of PH Roadmap for Low-Carbon Resource-Efficient Tourism. The Transforming Tourism 

Value Chains project launched the Roadmap for Low-Carbon and Resource-Efficient Tourism in the 

Philippines for Accommodation and Meetings, Incentives, Conferences, and Exhibitions (M.I.C.E.), with 

the support of the Department of Tourism (DOT). Read More  

• Sustainable procurement training for the hospitality sector. On August 30, 2019, the Transforming 

Tourism Value Chains (TVC) project delivered a Sustainable Procurement Training for the Hospitality 

Sector in Iloilo City. Read More 

• SMHCC Sustainable Procurement Workshop during Supplier’s Forum. The Philippine Center for 

Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development, Inc. (PCEPSDI) collaborated with SM Hotels 

and Convention Corp. (SMHCC) in leveraging sustainable procurement in the value chain. 

• Jumpstarting the South-South Center of Excellence on Climate Information and Services in the 

Philippines. The Climate Change Commission (CCC) and GIZ met on September 30, 2019 to jumpstart 

talks for the implementation of the project “Towards South-South Collaboration on Climate Information 

and Services: Building a Knowledge Exchange and Learning Platform for the Philippines and the Climate 

Vulnerable Forum.” The meeting was a pre-planning session that reoriented CCC officials and technical 

staff on the project design and identified immediate short-term activities needed. 

• 15 municipalities in Visayas and Mindanao partner with Rare in promoting sustainable climate-

resilient fishing communities. Last August 2019, Rare kicked-off the third phase of its Fishing for 

Climate Resilience project with three major workshops conducted in Visayas and Mindanao. These 

workshops saw partnerships forged between Rare and fifteen municipal governments that expressed 

support in promoting sustainable climate-resilient fishing communities. 

• Five cities use data analytics for tangible and climate-based design decisions. The Building Climate 

Resiliency through Urban Plans and Designs (BCUPRD) Project held the second intercity Field Exposure 

and Learning Exchange event with its five partner cities. 

• New private sector partnerships show the potential to scale nature-based solutions for climate 

adaptation in the Philippines. For the past two years, Earth Security Group (ESG) has been working 

with leading companies, financial institutions and its local partners in the Philippines, the Asian Institute 

of Management (AIM) and Philippine Business for Environment (PBE), to enable the private sector to play 

a greater role in scaling ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA). 

• Get-the-Grade got local: playing for a healthy river basin at the 28th Annual Philippine Biodiversity 

Symposium. The E2RB Project, in cooperation with the River Basin Control Office, organized a series of 

workshops to develop new game event and issue cards representing local experiences from river basin 

management in the country using the Get-the-Grade game.  

• Learning exchange on anti-corruption and climate finance. The GIZ SupportCCC II project hosted a 

learning exchange on anti-corruption and climate finance with the Climate Change Commission (CCC). 

• Rare promotes EbA in Fisheries during the Asia Pacific Climate Change Week in Bangkok. Rare, 

together with the Department of Environment and Natural Resources and the Climate Change 

Commission, hosted a side event highlighting the ecosystem-based adaptation as an approach to 

reducing the impacts of climate change to the small-scale fisheries sector. 

• Adaptation of the Philippine fisheries sector. FAO and BFAR convened a national workshop last 

September 17-18, 2019 with government, academe, private sector, and civil society partners, including 

fisherfolk representatives, to present and discuss projected climate change impacts and associated risks 

and vulnerabilities on sardine fisheries and dependent livelihoods. 

 

 

http://icleiseas.org/index.php/2019/08/23/pasig-and-paranaque-learn-about-seouls-low-emission-development-strategies/
http://icleiseas.org/index.php/2019/08/23/pasig-and-paranaque-learn-about-seouls-low-emission-development-strategies/
http://pcepsdi.org.ph/news-announcements/roadmap-for-low-carbon-and-resource-efficient-tourism-in-the-philippines/
http://pcepsdi.org.ph/news-announcements/roadmap-for-low-carbon-and-resource-efficient-tourism-in-the-philippines/
http://pcepsdi.org.ph/news-announcements/sustainable-procurement-training-for-the-hospitality-sector/
http://pcepsdi.org.ph/news-announcements/sustainable-procurement-training-for-the-hospitality-sector/
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GENERAL NEWS IN THE PHILIPPINES

 

More LGUs now have local climate plans 

 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) reported that 
1073 local government units (LGUs) across the country 
now have their Local Climate Change Adaptation Plans 
(LCCAP) which is required by the Climate Change Act 
of 2009, compared to the 137 LGUs recorded in 2015.  
 
“There is greater awareness now among local 
authorities on the importance of LCCAP in ensuring 
community resilience to climate change and 
sustainability of local investments,” said CCC Strategic 
Partnership Division Chief Alexis Lapiz. 
 
In a statement, the CCC announced it will roll out to 
more LGUs the training on local climate change action 
planning or the Communities for Resilience (CORE) 
Modular Training Program to help LGUs come up and 
enhance their LCCAPs.  
 
CCC and DILG are also set to issue this year a joint 
memorandum circular to LGUs on establishing the 
quality assurance review system for LCCAP.  
 
Since the launch of its CORE Program in 2016, CCC 
has trained 124 LGUs on enhancing LCCAPs and 133 
faculty members from state universities and colleges 
across the country on standard modules for mentoring 
local planners. They include modules on climate and 
disaster risk assessment, greenhouse gas accounting, 
climate budget tagging, and PSF project proposal 
development. CORE trainings are expected to be in full 
swing next year to cover the rest of the country. 
 
Read More 
 

 
 
 

CCC launches free e-learning platform for 
the People’s Survival Fund 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) launched the 
free e-Learning Platform and Mentoring Sessions for the 
People’s Survival Fund (PSF) during the conduct of the 
Communities for Resilience (CORE) training for the 
Yolanda Corridor in August this year.  
 
“CCC has accelerated the implementation of its CORE 
Program in the past years to help LGUs develop and 
enhance their Local Climate Change Action Plans 
(LCCAPs) and to assist PSF project proponents 
develop science and risk-based adaptation funding 
proposals,” said CCC PSF Unit head Assistant 
Secretary Romell Antonio Cuenca. 
 

 
 
 
 
Cuenca added that the e-learning platform and the 
series of one-on-one mentoring sessions are aimed to 
improve the soundness and worthiness of submitted 
proposals and to assist LGUs in develop full-blown 
proposals from their concept notes. 
 
Cuenca further explained that most of the proposals 
received by the PSF Board Secretariat at the 
Department of Finance have been either business-as-
usual projects or those kinds usually funded under 
regular programs of national government agencies, and 
not climate change adaptation which the law asks; thus, 
the low-approval rate. 
 
The PSF e-Learning Platform, which runs through an 
open source learning management system, will be 
conducted via a 12-week online course for LGUs and 
community organizations to enhance their knowledge 
on climate and disaster risk and vulnerability 
assessment, the PSF and its approval processes, and 
other sources of climate finance. There will be two 
batches per year, which will run from August-October 
and February-June. 
 
Employing the latest information technology, Cuenca 
said, the CCC is also launching the PSF Monitoring and 
Evaluation System where proponents can track their 
proposals and submit documents online. In this manner, 
he said, the process of accessing the fund becomes 
easier and more convenient and with lesser costs to the 
proponents. The system will also ensure a more efficient 
and transparent evaluation and approval process for 
PSF grants. 
 
Since the PSF grant approval and disbursement system 
was established, the PSF Board has approved six 
climate change adaptation projects amounting to P330 
million. They are the Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Response as Coping Mechanism to 
Resiliency in Lanuza, Surigao del Sur; Siargao Climate 
Field School for Farmers and Fisherfolks in Del Carmen, 
Surigao del Norte; Building Resilience through 
Community-based Ecological Farming in San 
Francisco, Camotes Island, Cebu; Promoting Resiliency 
and Climate-Informed Gerona, Tarlac; Establishment 
and Sustainable Management of River Ecosystem in 
Kitcharao, Agusan del Norte; and Saub Watershed 
Ecosystem Rehabilitation and Flood Risk Reduction for 
Increased Resilience in Sarangani. 
 
Read More  

 
 

 
 

https://climate.gov.ph/news/117
https://climate.gov.ph/news/117
https://climate.gov.ph/news/131
https://climate.gov.ph/news/131
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CCC launched climate change consortium 
for climate-smart leadership, governance 
 
In September 2019, the Northern Panay Climate 
Change Consortium (NPCCC) was officially launched.  
The CCC facilitated the establishment of the NPCCC to 
further strengthen the cooperation between national 
and local governments and the science and academic 
community on mainstreaming climate change 
adaptation and mitigation in local development planning 
in the Northern Panay Region. 
 
The NPCCC will model the way for the formation of 
more regional multi-stakeholder partnerships that will 
accelerate the delivery of capacity building and 
technical assistance to LGUs, the private business 
sector, and other entities in key vulnerable areas in the 
country. 
 
Members of the NPCCC agreed that bringing climate 
science closer to communities to inform their policies 
drives relevant and tangible actions, both at the national 
and grassroots level. 
 
“Risk assessment is fundamental in coming up with a 
science and risk-based local climate change action plan 
and other local plans. The event today is symbolic, 
because we are collaborating with national government 
agencies and the academe to really serve the LGUs and 
the local communities who are actually in the frontline of 
climate change impacts,” CCC Secretary Emmanuel De 
Guzman.  
 
Read More 
 

 
 
 

The SupportCCC II Project would like to express 
its gratitude to the implementing organizations 
of BMU-IKI supported projects in the country for 
their continued support to come up with this 
quarterly newsletter. Special thanks goes to the 
following contributors/authors from the various 
projects: 
 

o Pamela Bianca Luber, WWF Philippines 
o Jeffrey Oliver, UN FAO Philippines 
o Dr. Klaus Schmitt, GIZ Philippines 
o Jenina Alli, UN Habitat Philippines 
o Angel Uson, Rare Philippines 
o Kiko Velhagen, PCEPSDI 
o Val Bugnot, ICLEI 
o Reginald Rex Barrer, ICSC 
o Bianca Gutierrez, GIZ Philippines 

https://climate.gov.ph/news/138
https://climate.gov.ph/news/138
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Mitigation Efforts 
 

 

 
Secretary Bernadette Romulo Puyat of the Department of Tourism 
(DOT) Philippines signing the Memorandum of Understanding with 
Mr. Jose Angelito Palma, President and CEO of WWF-Philippines. 

 
Pushing for sustainable consumption and 
production in the Philippine tourism 
sector 
 
By WWF Philippines 
 

On September 2, 2019, the World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) Philippines, through its pioneer project on 
sustainable consumption and production, The 
Sustainable Diner: A Key Ingredient for Sustainable 
Tourism, and the Department of Tourism (DOT) 
Philippines agreed to enter a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU), which will strengthen the 
partnership between the two organizations in further 
pushing for the implementation of sustainable dining 
practices in the local tourism and food service industry. 
Signing the MoU were Secretary Bernadette Romulo-
Puyat of the DOT-Philippines, Mr. Jose Angelito Palma, 
President and CEO of WWF-Philippines, Mr. Aurelio 
Montinola III, Chairman of the Board of WWF-
Philippines, and Undersecretary Arturo D. Boncato Jr. 
of the DOT-Philippines’ Tourism Regulations, 
Coordination, and Resource Generation (TRCRG). 
 
WWF and the DOT commit to work together towards 
achieving certain objectives of the DOT’s Office of the 
Industry Manpower Development and The Sustainable 
Diner project, including the preparation and conduct of 
sustainability trainings that will benefit the tourism and 
food service industries, local government units, and 
local communities. The MoU seeks to efficiently transfer 
the knowledge and skills required in order for the 
foregoing stakeholders to be able to integrate 
sustainable consumption and production practices in 
their operations and policy decisions. It also upholds the 
DOT’s mandate to promote a tourism industry that is 
ecologically sustainable, responsible, and participative, 
among others.  
 

 
Sec. Romulo-Puyat, Mr. Palma, and Mr. Montinola posing for a group 
photo with representatives from the DOT-Philippines and WWF-
Philippines. 

 
The Philippine Climate Change Commission (CCC), in 
support of the global efforts in mainstreaming gender 
into national climate change strategies and actions, has 
started laying the groundwork in mainstreaming gender 
in the development and implementation of its Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs). 
 
“The DOT can always rely on the continuing support of 
WWF, particularly in the promotion of sustainable 
tourism and in the implementation of their priority 
programs highlighting environmental sustainability and 
ecological stewardship”,’ says Palma. “The long-
standing relationship that we have, I believe, is the right 
partnership when it comes to engaging with various 
industries and the general public. We are one with the 
DOT in making our tourism industry more sustainable. 
Together, it is possible for us to transform the food 
service industry and the tourism industry to work for the 
betterment of our people and our planet.” 
 

 
 

Aligning finance for successful climate 
action 

 
By Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities (ICSC) 

 
The Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities (ICSC) 
held a roundtable discussion on “Aligning Finance for 
Successful Climate Action” attended by representatives 
of civil society organizations, government and the 
private sector, last July 12, 2019.  
 
The discussion began with a presentation by Joe 
Thwaites, Associate in the Sustainable Finance Center 
for the World Resources Institute (WRI), intended to 
trigger insights related to climate justice, governance, 
and the dynamics between private and public finance. 
Thwaites presented on international climate finance, 
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particularly on broad areas that he felt encompasses 
what has shaped the conversation finance on.  
 
First, on the needs of developing countries in 
implementing the Paris Agreement and the broader 
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). Thwaites pointed to the 
greenhouse gases (GHG) emissions reduction, building 
resilience, and adapting to climate change as important 
needs. Thwaites also emphasized the need to realign 
priorities from unsustainable and maladaptive 
investments to low emission and climate-aligned 
approaches.  
 
Second, Thwaites cited that over the last decade, a 
number of international goals have been made 
mobilizing the US$100 billion, such as the developed 
country Parties commitment to jointly mobilize US$100 
billion per year by 2020 to address the needs of 
developing countries under the 2010 Cancun 
Agreements, and its continuation through 2025, and 
thereafter setting a new collective quantified goal from 
a floor of US$100 billion per year, scaling-up financial 
resources to achieve a balance between adaptation and 
mitigation, and make finance flows consistent with a 
pathway towards low-emissions and climate resilient 
development. Thwaites then referred to the 2018 
reporting rules established to improve the way 
developed countries report their climate finance 
mobilization.  
 
Lastly, according to Thwaites, the landscape of climate 
finance is very complex and includes many actors from 
contributing countries to multilateral institutions and 
banks. There are a lot of different national level 
institutions that can receive climate financing from the 
developing countries’ perspective.  
 
There are also four government tools that can be used 
to shift and mobilize funds, (1) financial policies and 
regulations; (2) financial policy levers; (3) public finance; 
and (4) information instruments. 
 
An open forum ensued where Thwaites responded to 
questions. First, regarding clarifications on international 
climate finance, such as reporting rules technicalities 
and details, not about tracking global investments, but 
about tracking what counts towards the political 
commitment and legal goal countries committed to, 
within the UN climate initiation process; mechanisms 
compelling developed countries to reach $100 billion. 
Thwaites clarified a significant portion of the targeted 
goal of US$100 billion should go to the GCF; and the 
transparency mechanisms on GCF-approved projects 
and preparation on national action plans. He also 
addressed the possibility of quantifying climate action in 
relation to the 1.5°C and 2.0°C scenarios and examples 
of countries that have aligned their finance; and the 
ease of access to the GCF and other accessible funds 
for government projects. 
 
 
 

Still other questions Thwaites discussed activities to 
clarify definitions on adaptation and mitigation 
measures in line with the strategic goal in climate 
finance; expectations from CSOs in terms of clarifying 
climate finance in the country; interest in the PSF as an 
important climate finance fund; and consideration of 
loss and damage in the GCF and needs assessment. 
 
Feedback from the participants included concerns 
regarding enticing the private sector within the bigger 
systemic conversation; making sure players in the 
energy sector are also aligned with ambition; and what 
is referred to as being “tag-happy” in counting what 
matters in climate finance. 
 

 
 

Pasig and Parañaque learn about Seoul’s 
low emission development strategies 

 
By ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability 

 
International experts, representatives of the Seoul 
Metropolitan Government (SMG), and the city officials 
of Pasig and Parañaque met on 8-9 August as part of 
the continuous city-to-city learning and collaboration 
championed under the Ambitious City Promises (ACP) 
project. 
 
Two separate meetings were held for Pasig and 
Parañaque, where the respective cities discussed their 
planned and existing low emission development 
strategies (LEDS). Professor Youngsoo Choi, member 
of ACP’s Global Project Advisory Group (GPAG) and 
former director of SMG’s Climate & Air Quality 
Department shared key and relevant learning from the 
implementation of the Promise of Seoul, a 
comprehensive climate action plan launched by SMG in 
2015. 
 
Through ACP, ICLEI SEAS assisted Pasig City in 
updating its GHG emissions inventory. Results of which 
showed that energy, particularly electricity consumption 
in the commercial sector, is a major source of the city’s 
emissions. The LGU of Pasig City was also able to draft 
a City Promise which showcased potential climate 
actions of the local government, private sector, and its 
citizens under the energy, transport, and waste sectors 
– the city’s top emissions contributors. 
 
“We understand the importance of setting baselines 
through the GHG emissions inventory. Pasig City is 
committed to continue its actionable response to climate 
change,” Pasig City Mayor Vico Sotto stated. 
 
According to Ms. Raquel Naciongayo, head of City 
Environment and Natural Resources Office (CENRO), 
Pasig City is working collaboratively with its 
stakeholders in order to forward these actions towards 
low emission development.  
 



Newsletter | BMU-IKI in the Philippines               7 
 

Mayor Vico Sotto of Pasig City emphasizes the importance of a robust 
data collection and management system in developing and updating 
the GHG inventory for data-driven policy changes. Photo courtesy of 
ICLEI. 

 

On August 9, International experts, representatives of the Seoul 
Metropolitan Government (SMG) met with Parañaque City officials for 
a knowledge exchange session between the two cities. Photo 
courtesy of ICLEI. 

 
For Parañaque City, solid waste management was 
identified as a priority urban sector. It has recently 
established a 500-square meter materials recovery 
facility (MRF) which is also envisioned to develop 
marketable upcycled and recycled products (e.g., 
hollow blocks, pavement blocks). 
 
Parañaque City has also been ensuring compliance with 
the Philippine Green Building Code by safeguarding its 
provisions in evaluating building permits. The City 
hopes that the continuing collaboration with ICLEI can 
help enhance the city’s capacities towards the adoption 
of its own local green building code.  
 
The Ambitious City Promises (ACP) project is funded by 
the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, 
Nature Conservation, and Nuclear Safety (BMU) 
through the International Climate Initiative (IKI) 
program. It is implemented by ICLEI-Local 
Governments for Sustainability in close cooperation 
with the Seoul Metropolitan Government. The project 
commits to reduce GHG emissions through 
participatory and inclusive local climate actions in 
selected cities in Indonesia, the Philippines, and 
Vietnam. 
 
Read More 
 

 
 

 
UNEP Value Chain and Private Sector Analyst Mr. Pablo Montes 
Iannini presenting the Roadmap for Low-Carbon and Resource-
Efficient Tourism in the Philippines for Accommodation and MICE. 
Photo courtesy of PCEPSDI. 
 

Launch of PH Roadmap for Low-Carbon 
Resource-Efficient Tourism  
 
By PCEPSDI 
 

The Transforming Tourism Value Chains project 
launched the Roadmap for Low-Carbon and Resource-
Efficient Tourism in the Philippines for Accommodation 
and Meetings, Incentives, Conferences, and Exhibitions 
(M.I.C.E.), with the support of the Department of 
Tourism (DOT), at the ASEAN Plus Three 
Environmental Management Standards Forum.  Held at 
the Princesa Garden Island Resort in Puerto Princesa, 
Palawan, the forum showcased the recognized best 
practices of the ASEAN Member-States and Plus Three 
countries (Japan, China and Korea) in addressing the 
different environmental issues that affect the tourism 
industry. It also sought to develop the Environmental 
Management Standards that will eventually be adopted 
by the ASEAN and Plus Three countries. 
 

Project Officer Mr. Kiko Velhagen presented the 
Transforming Tourism Value Chains project to 
demonstrate the Philippines’ best practices in reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and promoting resource 
efficiency in the hospitality sectors. This was 
supplemented by UNEP Value Chain and Private Sector 
Analyst Mr. Pablo Montes Iannini, who emphasized the 
significance of the Roadmap, as tourism stakeholders 
from the value chain envisioned the country being 
enhanced as a globally recognized tourism destination.  
Mr. Iannini also elaborated on the environmental issues 
found in the value chain, some of which are meat and 
dairy products, electricity use, and food waste.  
 

These priority issues in the value chain need to be 
addressed by systemic solutions and ambitious targets 
in order to mitigate their effects as much as possible. 
The four systemic solutions that have been identified, 
after numerous workshops with relevant tourism 
stakeholders, are as follows: Sustainable Food Value 
Chains, Sustainable Events, Beating Pollution, and 
Sustainable Energy. Some of the solutions require 
activities such as measuring and monitoring food waste 
reduction, ensuring enabling policies and institutional 
support, eliminating the use of single use plastics, and 
building smart hotels and venues for the future.  
 
Read More  

http://icleiseas.org/index.php/2019/08/23/pasig-and-paranaque-learn-about-seouls-low-emission-development-strategies/
http://icleiseas.org/index.php/2019/08/23/pasig-and-paranaque-learn-about-seouls-low-emission-development-strategies/
http://pcepsdi.org.ph/news-announcements/roadmap-for-low-carbon-and-resource-efficient-tourism-in-the-philippines/
http://pcepsdi.org.ph/news-announcements/roadmap-for-low-carbon-and-resource-efficient-tourism-in-the-philippines/
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Sustainable procurement training for the 
hospitality sector  
 
By PCEPSDI 

 
Last August 30, 2019, the Philippine Center for 
Environmental Protection and Sustainable 
Development, Inc. (PCEPSDI), under the Transforming 
Tourism Value Chains (TVC) project, with the support of 
the Iloilo City Mayor’s Office, delivered a Sustainable 
Procurement Training for the Hospitality Sector in Iloilo 
City. This training was developed in accordance with the 
Country Report on the Assessment of Sustainable 
Procurement Practices at the National Level, written by 
Mr. John Paolo Rivera. The Country Report found that 
in addressing the gaps of sustainable procurement in 
the country, tourism stakeholders suggested to be 
provided with more capacity building and training, 
together with tools and guidance to support the practice 
of sustainable procurement, among other findings.  
 
Following an environmental situationer of the effects of 
climate change in the global and local context, Project 
Officer Mr. Kiko Velhagen then gave a lecture on 
Procurement Planning, which provided an overview of 
the basic steps of the process of sustainable 
procurement. This was followed by a lecture on the 
basics of Pre-Purchasing, which showed the 
participants the significance of defining requirements 
asked of potential suppliers, and how to identify green 
products through ecolabelling.  
 
Dr. Angie Zafra, Executive Director of Strategic 
Development Research Institute (SDRI), also presented 
the Local Market Readiness Analysis report, the 
objectives of which aimed to assess the tourism 
market’s potential responsiveness to an increased 
demand of sustainable products and services and 
identify potential threats and opportunities for micro, 
small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) for the local 
market. Participants also underwent an exercise which 
taught them how to evaluate bidders by considering 
both the products they offer and the background of their 
companies.   
 
Read More  
 

 
Participants brainstorming on the sustainability impacts/risks of their 
assigned product across the tourism value chain, facilitated by 
Project Officer Kiko Velhagen. Photo courtesy of PCEPSDI. 

SMHCC Sustainable Procurement 
Workshop during Supplier’s Forum  

 
By PCEPSDI 

 
In partnership for the pursuit of sustainable tourism, the 
Philippine Center for Environmental Protection and 
Sustainable Development, Inc. (PCEPSDI) collaborated 
with SM Hotels and Convention Corp. (SMHCC) in SM’s 
Supplier’s Forum in leveraging sustainable procurement 
in the value chain, inspired by the Transforming Tourism 
Value Chains Project  This partnership engagement 
aimed to increase the environmental awareness of 
SMHCC’s tourism stakeholders, and to be able to 
prioritize sustainability criteria for food, non-food and 
services groups.  
 
After SMHCC presented their key strategies for 
sustainability, Mr. June Alvarez, Executive Director of 
PCEPSDI, gave a lecture on the present environmental 
situation, as well as the need for why government, 
industries, and the private sector, among others, need 
to shift towards more sustainable patterns of 
consumption and production. Engr. Grace Lebria, 
Programme Director of PCEPSDI, then gave a brief 
lecture on the basic principles of sustainable 
procurement. A short workshop was facilitated by 
PCEPSDI during the Forum for the suppliers and 
procurement officers of SMHCC  to be able to assess 
the possible impacts of their assigned products/services 
throughout their value chains, as well as to identify 
prioritized sustainable criteria and means of verification 
for food, non-food and services groups.   
 

 
Mr. June Alvarez presenting the basics on sustainable consumption 
and production. Photo courtesy of PCEPSDI.  

 
 

http://pcepsdi.org.ph/news-announcements/sustainable-procurement-training-for-the-hospitality-sector/
http://pcepsdi.org.ph/news-announcements/sustainable-procurement-training-for-the-hospitality-sector/
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Adaptation to the impacts of Climate Change

 
 

Jumpstarting the South-South Center of 
Excellence on Climate Information and 
Services in the Philippines 
 
By GIZ SupportCCC II Project 
 
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) and The 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) met on September 30, 2019 to 
jumpstart talks for the implementation of the project 
“Towards South-South Collaboration on Climate 
Information and Services: Building a Knowledge 
Exchange and Learning Platform for the Philippines and 
the Climate Vulnerable Forum.” The meeting was a pre-
planning session that reoriented CCC officials and 
technical staff on the project design and identified 
immediate short-term activities needed.  
 
The CCC technical divisions Strategic Partnerships 
Division (SPD) and the Information and Knowledge 
Management Division (IKMD) joined the said meeting, 
as they will be involved during project implementation, 
together with the Foreign-assisted Program 
Management System (FAPMS). Members of the 
National Panel of Technical Experts (NPTE), Dr. Rosa 
Perez and Ms. Lourdes Tibig, also shared their insights 
for effective implementation and coordination of the 
project. Deputy Executive Director Romell Antonio 
Cuenca emphasized that both CCC and GIZ should 
ensure that the outputs of the project complement each 
component. In addition, Dr Bjoern Surborg of GIZ 
confirmed that a strategic planning session in the first 
quarter of 2020 is planned. This would gather all 
relevant stakeholders of the project to ensure efficient 
and effective implementation of the project.     
 
The Project has been officially commissioned by the 
German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation, and Nuclear Safety (BMU), as of 01 
August 2019, under its International Climate Initiative 
(IKI). It aims to facilitate collaboration on climate 
information and services (CIS) by key actors in the 
country and globally through the Climate Vulnerable 
Forum (CVF), by providing a venue for knowledge 
exchange, for the collaborative development of 
knowledge tools, and for learning among countries 
vulnerable to climate change. 

 
Mayors of 10 municipalities in the Visayas region together with other 
LGU staff and representatives of DENR and BFAR participated in 
the training workshop, entitled “Engaging Communities for 
Cooperative Fishing Behaviors” conducted by Rare. 

 

15 municipalities in Visayas and Mindanao 
partner with Rare in promoting 
sustainable climate-resilient fishing 
communities 
 
By Rare Philippines 

 
Small-scale fishing communities in the Philippines are 
on the road to building their capacities to adapt to 
climate change. Last August 2019, Rare kicked-off the 
third phase of its Fishing for Climate Resilience project 
with three major workshops conducted in Visayas and 
Mindanao. These workshops saw partnerships forged 
between Rare and fifteen municipal governments that 
expressed support in promoting sustainable climate-
resilient fishing communities. The workshops convened 
184 participants composed of local government officials 
and representatives from the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources, Bureau of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, and Bureau of Local 
Government Finance. 
 
Site implementation teams composed of local 
government staff, and environmental and fisheries 
leaders were organized and trained in facilitation and 
community engagement techniques that would enable 
them to lead fishing communities to adopt sustainable 
climate-resilient fishing practices. The teams were 
taught to understand different behavior levers, 
techniques to maximize visual aids and social media 
platforms, and the importance of cooperative behaviors 
in the sector. 
 
Rare also conducted a behavior adoption workshop and 
learning visit in Negros Oriental last August 2019 among 
its partner national government agencies, provincial 
governments, academe and the private sector. As 
support body to the site implementation teams, partners 
were coached on behavior adoption strategies and 
communication plans that will help them develop the 
most effective low-cost intervention for producing 
positive changes in fishing practices among small-scale 
fishing communities. Together with the site 
implementation teams, the partner institutions will 
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implement the first wave of unified fisher campaigns 
during the last quarter of 2019.  
 
Rare is also culminating the second phase of the project 
where 17 project sites were profiled and baseline data 
were collected using biophysical assessments, climate 
change vulnerability assessments and household 
surveys. This information will be used in designing 
managed access and reserve areas, identifying climate-
smart solutions to climate hazards in fisheries, and in 
mainstreaming EbA elements in policy frameworks. 
 
The Fishing for Climate Resilience project is a regional 
initiative funded by the BMU through IKI. Covering five 
countries in Asia-Pacific, including the Philippines, the 
project aims to increase the adaptive capacities of the 
small-scale fisheries sector to climate change by 
adopting the EbA approach in planning and policy-
making frameworks and in designing solutions for 
optimizing fisheries and biodiversity conservation. The 
project hopes to demonstrate a methodological 
approach for EbA mainstreaming and advance EbA as 
a scalable approach to help vulnerable fishing 
communities adapt to climate change impacts.  
 

 
(Left) Rare uses cards and storytelling as tools to encourage partners 
to converse about the state of their coastal and fishery resources, and 
the efforts being done to manage these resources. (Right) Rare uses 
the fish game to demonstrate to partner agencies and government 
officials the state of fishery resources under different contexts: open 
access, increased competition, established marine protected areas 
and enforcement, and time of cooperation. Photo courtesy of Rare 
Philippines 

 
 

Five cities use data analytics for tangible 
and climate-based design decisions  
 
By UN-Habitat Philippines 
 
On September 11–12, the Building Climate Resiliency 
through Urban Plans and Designs (BCUPRD) Project 
held the second intercity Field Exposure and Learning 
Exchange event with its five partner cities: Angeles, 
Cagayan de Oro, Legazpi, Ormoc, and Tagum.  
 
The five cities each presented the current iteration of 
their urban design proposals, which are meant to 
address city- and context-specific climate impacts and 
build resilience among those most affected. Mentoring 
sessions on data analytics and data dashboard 
development from their climate and disaster risk 
assessments (CDRAs) enabled them to discover 
relationships and reaction chains between hazards, 
exposures, sensitivities that would not have otherwise 

been revealed in conventional hazard maps, resulting in 
stronger bases for their selected design interventions 
and a visualization of the information that shaped their 
decisions.   
 
Also at the event were representatives from national 
government partners HLURB, DILG, HUDCC, CCC, 
LCP, and NEDA to provide guidance and feedback on 
the cities’ discussions, as well as provide a national lens 
of how national policy could enhance local design 
interventions as well as how national policy could be 
shaped and influenced by realities and interventions on 
the ground. 
 
Speaking on the investment forum scheduled for next 
year, where the partner cities will be pitching their 
resilience-building urban design project proposals, 
Commissioner Rachel Herrera of the Climate change 
Commission says, “I can sense the confidence in the 
city representatives, the planners, the trained officers.... 
I think it’s going to be a big success once they are able 
to implement the CDRA continuously for their planning 
and packaging [the proposals] into investments int the 
upcoming investment forum.”  
 
Laids Cea, UN-Habitat Climate Change Technical 
Adviser, remarked how the cities gained a stronger 
appreciation for data and its power as a decision-
making tool. “They now have a firmer hold in terms of 
how to prioritize, given their information, and are now in 
a better position to really develop urban design 
elements that would suit the needs of communities 
they’ve identified to be at risk.” 
 

 
Photo courtesy of UN-Habitat Philippines 

 
 

New private sector partnerships show the 
potential to scale nature-based solutions 
for climate adaptation in the Philippines 
 
By Earth Security Group 
 
For the past two years, Earth Security Group (ESG) has 
been working with leading companies, financial 
institutions and its local partners in the Philippines, the 
Asian Institute of Management (AIM) and Philippine 
Business for Environment (PBE), to enable the private 
sector to play a greater role in scaling ecosystem-based 
adaptation (EbA).  
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A new report, ‘Private Sector Collaboration for Climate 
Resilience: Catalysing partnerships for Ecosystem-
based Adaptation in the Philippines’, has been released 
by ESG documenting a series of pioneering 
collaboration platforms that have been developed as a 
result of this collaboration in order to scale EbA in 
alignment with the Philippines’ climate adaptation 
strategy:   
 

 
 

Insurance Task Force for EbA: The Philippine 
Insurance and Reinsurance Association (PIRA) and 
Earth Security Group are working to embed EbA in the 
Philippines’ insurance sector. An Insurance Task Force 
for EbA’ bringing together leading insurance and 
reinsurance companies and government decision-
makers in the Philippines will develop new pathways to 
integrate the protection value of natural ecosystems into 
the definition of risk models and new product portfolios 
based on EbA. 

 
Private-public investment platforms for EbA: A 
collaboration of Earth Security Group with the 
Philippines Business for Environment (PBE) is 
identifying the collaboration mechanisms that can 
enable companies, investment funds, civil society and 
government agencies to work together to align their 
resources on opportunities to scale results-based 
Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES) schemes in line 
with the government’s natural conservation 
management priorities.  

 
A Climate Resilience Lab with Local Governments: 
The Asian Institute of Management (AIM) and Earth 
Security Group have established a Climate Resilience 
Lab to incubate EbA projects generated by MBA 
students and implemented with local governments. In 
addition, the AIM-ESG partnership will actively work 
together with 10-15 Local Government Executives in 
municipalities that are most exposed to the risks of 
climate change, with a bespoke executive programme 
that forges private-public partnerships for EbA with 
participating companies to build the resilience of cities 
and local populations through infrastructure and value 
chain investments that support ecosystem 
regeneration. 
 
Read More 

Get-the-Grade got local: playing for a 
healthy river basin at the 28th Annual 
Philippine Biodiversity Symposium  
 
By GIZ E2RB Project 
 
The Get-the-Grade game is a role-playing game which 
allows river basin stakeholders to understand the 
multiple factors that influence a basin’s overall health, 
the importance of participation and appreciate 
collaboration during decision-making.  
  
The game was developed by WWF-US together with the 
University of Maryland. To make the game more 
relevant for the Philippines, the E2RB Project, in 
cooperation with the River Basin Control Office, 
organized a series of workshops to develop new game 
event and issue cards representing local experiences 
from river basin management in the country. 
 
These additional cards include the river basin act, 
impacts of El Nino and increase in insurgencies. There 
are also new cards posing dilemmas for sectors (i.e. 
players) when they need to decide knowing that other 
sectors or the whole basin will be affected. They include 
approval of resort development by the local 
government, expansion of irrigation systems by the 
government to strengthen the agricultural sector and 
improve food security, and enforcement of a single-use 
plastic ban in municipalities located along river banks.  
 
The introduction of the additional cards allows 
participants to experience the challenge of negotiation 
and collaboration in a Philippine specific context. The 
game with the additional cards was played during a 3-
hour session on Ecosystem-based Adaptation at the 
28th Annual Philippine Biodiversity Symposium at 
Visayas State University, Baybay in Leyte in August 
2019. Players included biodiversity scientists, 
advocates, researchers, students, government 
representatives and conservationists.  
 

 
Photo courtesy of GIZ E2RB Project. 
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Learning exchange on anti-corruption and 
climate finance 
 
By GIZ SupportCCC II Project 
 
On September 13th, 2019, the GIZ SupportCCC II 
project hosted a learning exchange on anti-corruption 
and climate finance with the Climate Change 
Commission (CCC). Mr. Marcus Zamaitat, GIZ advisor 
on Anti-Corruption and Integrity, led the session which 
was participated by CCC staff involved in the operations 
of the People’s Survival Fund (PSF), the Green Climate 
Fund (GCF) and the local and national climate change 
expenditure tagging (CCET). Climate finance flows are 
expected to increase over the next few years in 
response to climate change. As these funds will be 
channeled through relatively untested funding sources, 
existing corruption risks in climate finance need to be 
better understood.   
 
Mr. Zamaitat walked the participants through the risk-
based approach in mainstreaming anti-corruption in 
climate finance operations.  While several factors—
resources, political will, socio-cultural—affect the 
institutionalization of anti-corruption safeguards, 
enhancing the transparency and participatory measures 
of existing systems and processes are building blocks 
for these safeguards. 
 

 
 

 

Rare promotes EbA in Fisheries during the 
Asia Pacific Climate Change Week in 
Bangkok 
 
By Rare Philippines  
 
On 2-6 September 2019, Rare, together with the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources and 
the Climate Change Commission, hosted a side event 
highlighting the ecosystem-based adaptation as an 
approach to reducing the impacts of climate change to 
the small-scale fisheries sector. Representatives from 
the government and civil society organizations in the 
Philippines and Indonesia and participants from other 
Asia Pacific countries shared opportunities and 
challenges they experienced in implementing EbA 
initiatives. They also developed a regional agenda 
promoting EbA in the sector that will be presented 
during the UN General Assembly in September and the 
UNFCCC in December 2019.

Adaptation of the Philippine fisheries 
sector 
 
By UN FAO Philippines 
 
The Philippines is one of the most important fishing 
countries, ranking 10th in the world as producer of 
marine capture. The country’s already fragile fisheries 
resources and marine ecosystems face even greater 
decline in a warmer world.  
 
A recent report by the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) indicates that climate change will 
lead to significant changes in the availability and trade 
of fish products, with potentially important geopolitical 
and economic consequences. One study suggests that 
a two degree warming will result to an average decline 
of almost 24% in the maximum catch potential all 
species combined of the Philippines’ Exclusive 
Economic Zones (EEZs) by 2050.  
 
The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) 
recognizes this threat and strives to increase its 
capacities to uphold the resilience of the fisheries 
sector. Under the programme “Integrating Agriculture in 
National Adaptation Plans (NAP-Ag)”, FAO and BFAR 
convened a national workshop last September 17-18, 
2019 with government, academe, private sector, and 
civil society partners, including fisherfolk 
representatives, to present and discuss projected 
climate change impacts and associated risks and 
vulnerabilities on sardine fisheries and dependent 
livelihoods.   
 
While sardines fisheries was highlighted because of its 
relevance to Philippine economy and nutrition, the 
workshop related the findings to possible impacts on 
other ecologically and economically important fish 
species.  
 
FAO introduced its Adaptation Toolbox to provide 
guidance on possible adaptation responses in the 
context of Philippine fisheries. Case studies on 
addressing sardines catch wastage and on gender-
sensitive analysis for seaweeds to illustrate types of 
adaptation recommended in the toolbox were 
presented. 
 
The good reception of the workshop has encouraged 
BFAR to review and incorporate lessons learned into its 
recently promulgated Climate Change and Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Management (CC-DRRM) 
Framework and Plan. The agency has committed to 
consider the range of adaptation approaches and tools 
such as institutional changes, livelihood options, and 
risk reduction and management measures, not only to 
protect the fisheries production systems but also to 
enhance the resilience of the country’s fishing 
communities in the wake of climate change. 

 

 


