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CLIMATE POLICY HIGHLIGHTS
•

Philippine pronouncement on climate change at the 75th UN General Assembly. On September 22,
2020, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte virtually addressed the 75th session of the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) in New York. This is the first time that President Duterte addressed the UNGA and
had called on the parties of the Paris Agreement to exhibit urgency in fighting climate change. Read More

•

Philippines participated in the ASEAN-COP26 Climate Dialogue. The Philippines, represented by the
Climate Change Commission (CCC), expressed its commitment to submit its Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC) before the year ends, despite the challenges in light of the COVID-19 pandemic at
the ASEAN-COP26 Dialogue 2020, held virtually from September 24-25, 2020. Read More

•

PH CCAM-DRR Cabinet Cluster: Green Recovery Plan. Climate change remains a top priority for the
Philippine Government despite the COVID-19 pandemic. Read More

•

P152-B gov’t budget sought for climate, disaster risk reduction program in 2021. The government
is seeking a budget of P152.35 billion for the implementation of its convergence program on climate
change adaptation and disaster risk reduction for 2021. Read More

•

CCC underscored need for gender lens in climate policies. The Climate Change Commission
reiterated the need for the incorporation of a gender lens in the formulation and implementation of policies
on climate and security, specifically in communities affected by climate change and conflict. Read More

•

DENR: Permanent bureau preferred over task force in enforcing environmental laws. The
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) prefers it has its own permanent bureau
dedicated to enforcing environmental laws and regulations instead of creating task forces that are
temporary in nature. Read More
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•

Energy, agriculture departments inked MOA to boost energy and food security. As part of
collaborative efforts to boost the country’s energy and food security in light of the current COVID-19
pandemic, Department of Energy (DOE) Secretary Alfonso G. Cusi yesterday signed a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) with Department of Agriculture (DA) Secretary William P. Dar in Quezon City. Read
More

IKI PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS
•

Tagum-Libuganon River Basin gears up for the E2RB Project. Work continues for the TagumLibuganon River Basin Technical Working Group (TLRB-TWG) despite the restrictions imposed due to
the Covid pandemic as they convened their first meeting for the year. During this meeting, the Ecosystembased Adaptation in River Basins (E2RB) project was introduced to the TWG members.

•

Local champions build global support for nature-based actions and small-scale fisheries sector.
Local champions of coastal communities are elevating the importance of the small-scale fisheries sector
for green recovery in various global virtual engagements.

•

Tagum City’s Road to Resilience. Applying risk-informed urban planning and design to address climate
change impacts, Tagum City developed its own climate adaptation project: the TAGUMPAY CITYWALK.

•

GIZ Philippines participates in Philippine Sea Level Rise Forum. To assess the current science on
sea level rise and to identify gaps in information gathering, monitoring, and dissemination in the country,
the Philippine Climate Change Commission (CCC) and its National Panel of Technical Experts (NPTE),
in partnership with the Oscar M. Lopez Center, hosted an online forum entitled “Taking Stock: Why Should
We be Concerned About Climate and Sea Level Changes?” on 5 August 2020.

•

Green Procurement of Unitary Air Conditioners in Public Buildings. The Cool Contributions fighting
Climate Change or C4 Project conducted a survey among on the procurement and building management
practices related to room air conditioners of public buildings.

•

WWF-Philippines joins the International Day of Awareness on Food Loss and Waste Reduction
2020. The first ever International Day of Awareness on Food Loss and Waste Reduction, celebrated on
29 September 2020, aims to promote the importance of a sustainable food supply chain to achieve food
security and nutrition as well as to reinforce our global efforts towards resolving the issues of food loss
and waste. WWF-Philippines organized a live webinar called the Save Our Food, Save Our Planet: A
Food Loss and Waste Reduction Advocacy Campaign.

•

4th National Mangrove Conference: Virtual Mode. The GIZ and the Zoological Society of London
Philippines (ZSL) will host the Philippine 4th National Mangrove Conference from 24-27 November 2020,
with the theme “Linking Science, Innovation, and Policy: Mangrove and Beach Forest Conservation”. The
4-day virtual national conference will serve as a platform for scientific learning and exchange among
stakeholders.
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GENERAL NEWS IN THE PHILIPPINES
In a statement later on, the Malacañang said that
President Duterte is considering to declare a "climate
emergency" in the Philippines to help achieve its goals
under the Paris Agreement. Climate change remains to
be a Philippine priority since the country is among those
who suffer most from the effects of extreme weather
events caused by the phenomenon.
Read More

Photo courtesy of CCC.

Philippine pronouncement on climate
change at the 75th UN General Assembly
On September 22, 2020, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte
virtually addressed the 75th session of the United
Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in New York. This is
the first time that President Duterte addressed the
UNGA and had called on the parties of the Paris
Agreement to exhibit urgency in fighting climate change.
Photo courtesy of CCC.

During his speech, President Duterte recognized how
climate change aggravated the already adverse effects
of the pandemic, stating that it “has worsened existing
inequalities and vulnerabilities from within and between
nations” and that addressing climate change is just as
urgent as addressing Covid-19.
The President stated:
“The same urgency needed to fight COVID-19 is
needed to address the climate crisis. This is a global
challenge that has worsened existing inequalities and
vulnerabilities from within and between nations.
Climate change has worsened the ravages of the
pandemic.
Peoples in developing countries like the Philippines
suffer the most. We cannot afford to suffer more.
The Philippines joined the Paris Agreement to fight
climate change. We call on all parties, especially those
who have not made good their commitment to fight
climate change, to honor the same.
We call on all parties to strengthen communities and
peoples for preparedness and resilience. We are talking
about mankind and Earth, our one and only home.”

Philippines participated in the ASEANCOP26 Climate Dialogue
The Philippines, represented by the Climate Change
Commission (CCC), expressed its commitment to
submit its Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC)
before the year ends, despite the challenges in light of
the COVID-19 pandemic at the ASEAN-COP26
Dialogue 2020, held virtually from September 24-25,
2020.
CCC Commissioner Rachel Herrera stated that the
Philippine NDC will convey more realistic yet ambitious
mitigation targets, alongside the country’s adaptation
priorities. She also called for greater synergy within the
region in raising ambition, especially in the
implementation of the ASEAN countries’ NDCs to help
achieve the global goal of limiting global temperature
rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius, as prescribed in the Paris
Agreement, taking into account the needs of vulnerable
people, places and ecosystems.
CCC Policy Chief Jerome Ilagan meanwhile
emphasized that the existing policies, plans, and
roadmaps of the Philippines will support the
development of long-term strategies on low emission
and sustainable development.
The ASEAN-COP26 Climate Dialogue serves a
platform for senior government officials from ASEAN
Member-States (AMS) to share their experiences in
meeting and enhancing their climate pledges under the
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Paris Agreement through NDC enhancement and
implementation.

•

The dialogue also provides an opportunity for AMS to
exchange lessons on developing long term climate
strategies (LTS), as well as promote cross-regional
discussion on driving and building momentum for
climate action in the lead up to COP26 and in exploring
strategies for economic recovery from COVID19 within
the region.

•

Read More

•
•

Increased demand for water during the COVID-19
pandemic shall be addressed by fast-tracking the
development of alternative water sources.
The capacities of the LGUs, especially the
barangays, shall be strengthened.
Data infrastructure and early warning systems in the
NDRRMC shall be upgraded.
Endeavor for a low-carbon pump to recovery by
sustaining the investments on renewable energy
and energy conservation programs to ensure
continuous power supply amidst the pandemic.

Read More

PH CCAM-DRR Cabinet Cluster: Green
Recovery Plan
Climate change remains a top priority for the Philippine
Government despite the COVID-19 pandemic.
“We shall reimagine our relationship with nature by
catalyzing structural investments and behavior change.
We shall convert this health crisis into opportunities to
accelerate climate action. We shall formulate responses
to the pandemic through a climate lens,” said DENR
Secretary Roy Cimatu during a forum held in
preparation for President Rodrigo Roa Duterte’s 5th
State of the Nation Address (SONA) in July 2020.
Sec. Cimatu highlighted the government’s major
projects
focused
on
scaling-up
community
preparedness against climate hazards and disasters.
Furthermore, he outlined that the CCAM-DRR Cluster
shall prioritize actions and investments which will
reduce long-term health impacts from and increase our
resilience and adaptive capacity to both the COVID-19
pandemic and climate change. (watch video)
Sec. Cimatu discussed the following strategies and
priorities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The 'Plant, Plant, Plant' program will be
implemented for food security.
More effective health care waste management shall
be implemented to overcome large volumes of
infectious and hazardous waste in hospitals.
Storage, treatment, and disposal facilities in the
country shall be increased to prevent zoonotic
diseases.
Surveillance and enforcement activities in
degradation hotspots and critical ecosystems shall
be enhanced.
Research and development and utilizing natural
resources for disease prevention and cure shall be
undertaken.
Reforestation and watershed management, forest
protection, and agroforestry development especially
in critical watersheds shall be strengthened.
Family-based approach shall be adopted under the
Expanded National Greening Program to provide
livelihood opportunities.

P152-B gov’t budget sought for climate,
disaster risk reduction program in 2021
The government is seeking a budget of P152.35 billion
for the implementation of its convergence program on
climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction
for 2021.
DENR, chair of the Cabinet Cluster on Climate Change
Adaptation, Mitigation and Disaster Risk Reduction
(CCAM-DRR), explained that this allocation is for the
government’s Risk Resiliency Program (RRP) under the
2021 National Expenditure Program. The amount is
roughly 30 percent higher than the P117 billion allocated
for the program in 2020.
The increase was due to alignment of programs and
activities to the priority policies, strategies and projects
of the Inter-Agency Task Force Technical Working
Group on Anticipatory and Forward Plan for the “new
normal” in the CCAM-DRR sector. It will be used to build
resilient and sustainable communities as the country
continues to deal with the coronavirus crisis, said DENR
Undersecretary Analiza Rebuelta-Teh.
The RRP aims to increase the adaptive capacities of
vulnerable communities; ensure the adequate supply of
clean air, water, and other natural resources; increase
the resilience of critical infrastructures; and enhance
knowledge, access to information and institutional
capacities of communities.
For 2021, the RRP will prioritize 14 climate-vulnerable
provinces, which vary in risk factors of rise in sea levels,
extreme rainfall and heating events, increased ocean
temperature and disturbed natural resources supply.
The provinces are Masbate, Sorsogon, Negros Oriental,
Western Samar, Eastern Samar, Sarangani, Surigao
del Norte, Surigao del Sur, Dinagat Islands, Southern
Leyte, Zamboanga del Norte, Bukidnon, North
Cotabato, and Sultan Kudarat.
The program also covers four major urban centers—
Metro Manila, Metro Cebu, Metro Iloilo and Metro
Davao.
Read More
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CCC underscored need for gender lens in
climate policies
The Climate Change Commission reiterated the need
for the incorporation of a gender lens in the formulation
and implementation of policies on climate and security,
specifically in communities affected by climate change
and conflict, to reduce the risks on one of the most
vulnerable sectors to climate change and violence, and
to support the building of resilient, inclusive, and
peaceful societies.
Citing the “Gender, Climate and Security: Sustaining
inclusive peace on the frontlines of climate change”
report released in June 2020, the CCC echoed that
there is an intricate connection between gender
equality, state fragility, and climate vulnerability of
countries around the world, showing that women on the
frontlines of climate action are playing a vital role in
conflict prevention, and sustainable and inclusive
peace.
Currently, the climate agency implements policies and
actions which address the impacts of climate change on
women, this to include the National Climate Change
Action Plan (NCCAP) where one of its main
components is “the identification of differential impacts
of climate change on men, women, and children,” and
the Climate Change Act of 2009 which notes the
importance of gender mainstreaming in climate action.
The act also recognizes the vital aspects of women’s
voices in climate policy and action formulation.

In June 2020, House Deputy Speaker Loren Legarda
filed House Bill 6973 seeking to create the EPEB under
the DENR. The proposed measure has been referred to
the Committees on Government Reorganization and on
Natural Resources.
The bill aims to capacitate DENR enforcers through the
establishment of an Enforcement Academy, where they
can learn skills and techniques normally taught to
mainstream law enforcement agents.
At present, the DENR is dependent on law enforcement
agencies, particularly the Philippine National Police and
the National Bureau of Investigation, in the
implementation of environmental laws.
DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu formed a technical
working group to study and draft a proposal creating an
enforcement bureau within the DENR in 2019. He
emphasized that e DENR will be more effective in
stopping environmental crimes, such as illegal logging
and smuggling of wildlife species if the agency will have
a permanent enforcement bureau.
Read More

The CCC is also calling on lawmakers and local
government heads to study and address the
connections between gender, climate and security to
effectively respond to the range of crises, such as the
increased competition and conflict over scarce
resources as climate change triggers more extreme
weather patterns around the world.
Read More
Photo courtesy of DOE.

DENR: Permanent bureau preferred over
task force in enforcing environmental laws
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) prefers it has its own permanent bureau
dedicated to enforcing environmental laws and
regulations instead of creating task forces that are
temporary in nature.
During an inter-agency consultation webinar on the
proposed bill creating the Environmental Protection and
Enforcement Bureau (EPEB) on August 28, Executive
Director Nilo Tamoria of the DENR’s Environmental
Protection and Enforcement Task Force (EPETF) noted
that a new task force is created with each new
administration, and this has become a repetitive cycle
that negatively affects continuity or sustainability of the
DENR’s law enforcement efforts.
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Energy, agriculture departments inked
MOA to boost energy and food security
As part of collaborative efforts to boost the country’s
energy and food security in light of the current COVID19 pandemic, Department of Energy (DOE) Secretary
Alfonso G. Cusi yesterday signed a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) with Department of Agriculture (DA)
Secretary William P. Dar in Quezon City.
Under the MOA, the DOE and DA will develop and
implement a comprehensive Renewable Energy
Programs and Projects for the Agriculture and Fishery
Sector (REP-AFS), as part of the National Renewable
Energy Program and Food Security Program. The
objectives of the REP-AFS are:
•

strengthen and/or expand the implementation of
existing renewable energy (RE) programs, projects,
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and technologies for the agri-fishery sector in all
feasible sites all over the country, such as, but not
limited to solar-powered irrigation systems (SPIS);
biomass gasifiers; and small-scale geothermal
energy to supply heat, mechanical and electrical
power for farm machinery, post-harvest facilities,
and greenhouses;
•

promote the use of RE, such as solar, wind, hydro,
biomass, small-scale geothermal, and other farmbased energy resources for agriculture and
fisheries to reduce the cost of production of agrifishery products;

•

develop new and emerging RE technologies for the
agri-fishery sector in collaboration with research
and development institutions, state colleges and
universities, and the private sector;

•

promote
and
coordinate
the
human
resource/manpower development of RE for the agrifisheries sector through capacity development; and
the deployment of agricultural and bio systems
engineers, technicians, farmers, fishermen, farm
workers, and other concerned stakeholders in
collaboration with the Technical Education and
Skills Development Authority, Commission on
Higher Education, Department of Labor and
Employment, and the Department of Education;

•

promote, coordinate and/or undertake the
development and implementation of standards on
the design and construction of RE equipment and
facilities for the agri-fishery sector; and

•

provide technical and other support services to local
manufacturers, fabricators, and suppliers of locallyproduced equipment and components of REpowered agri-fishery systems; and encourage
continuing technology innovation through public
private partnerships, joint venture arrangements,
technology business incubation, contract research,
management contract, and other legal instruments.

The SupportCCC II Project would like to express
its gratitude to the implementing organizations
of BMU-IKI supported projects in the country for
their continued support to come up with this
quarterly newsletter. Special thanks go to the
following projects:
o Meg Yandoc, GIZ, SSCIS Project
o Ayesa Lamence, UN-Habitat Philippines,
BCRUPD Project
o Rogelio Abalus, GIZ, E2RB Project
o Angel Uson, Rare Philippines, Fishing for
Climate Resilience Project
o Maraida Licerio, GIZ, C4 Project
o Jonna Ellaine Jordan, WWF Philippines,
Sustainable Diner Project
o Raquel Capio, GIZ, ProCoast Project

A Joint Technical Working Group (TWG) will be created
to develop the detailed programs and projects, address
policy and technical requirements, and attend to other
related concerns. The TWG will be composed of the
DOE-Renewable Energy Management Bureau; and the
DA's Bureau of Agricultural and Fisheries Engineering,
Philippine Rice Research Institute, Philippine Center for
Postharvest Development and Mechanization, Sugar
Regulatory
Administration,
Philippine
Coconut
Authority, and Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources.
Read More
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Adaptation to the impacts of Climate Change
Tagum-Libuganon River Basin gears up
for the E2RB Project
By GIZ E2RB Project

Work continues for the Tagum-Libuganon River Basin
Technical Working Group (TLRB-TWG) despite the
restrictions imposed due to the Covid pandemic as they
convened their first meeting for the year. During this
meeting, the Ecosystem-based Adaptation in River
Basins (E2RB) project was introduced to the TWG
members. The meeting was held at the Royal House
Travel Inn and Dormitel in Tagum City, Davao del Norte
on 24 August 2020. The TWG representatives welcome
the E2RB project and are looking forward to a fruitful
cooperation and successful project collaboration.
The TLRB-TWG, chaired by the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), facilitates
and coordinates development of plans, programs and
services from the different national partner agencies,
local government units (LGU), academe, NonGovernmental Organizations, private sector and
stakeholder communities within the river basin. The
DENR Provincial Environment and Natural Resource
Officer (PENRO), Victor Billiones, updated the group on
the programs and projects implemented within the
watershed areas of TLRB, including the rehabilitation of
4,669 hectares or 7.8% of the 59,935 ha of denuded and
degraded areas in the watersheds under the enhanced
National Greening Program (eNGP) of DENR planned
for the next 5 years.

PENR Officer Victor Billiones, TLRB TWG Chair presiding over the
meeting.

The Department of Public Works and Highways
(DPWH) reported a low accomplishment rate of their
water resource management projects, such as flood
control measures, water systems, and hydro power
projects within the river basin. The TWG reiterated the
importance of collaboration and partnerships in
pursuing sustainable development. The cooperation of
all members is critical, and the timely implementation of
the E2RB Project will strengthen the TWG’s efforts in
integrated river basin management.
The E2RB Project, with support from the German
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) through the
International Climate Initiative (IKI), works with DENR to
implement Ecosystem-based Adaptation measures in in
the Ilog-Hilabangan and Tagum-Libuganon river basins
and to create awareness on ecosystem services values
and ecosystem-based adaptation among national and
local stakeholders.

Local champions build global support for
nature-based actions and small-scale
fisheries sector
By Rare Philippines

Local champions of coastal communities are elevating
the importance of the small-scale fisheries sector for
green recovery in various global virtual engagements.
Mayor Mary Jean Te of the Municipality of Libertad in
Antique joined speakers from Palau, Papua New
Guinea, the Green Climate Fund, and the Australian
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Government in the Local 2030 Islands Network where
they shared experiences in using nature-based
solutions to address climate adaptation challenges in
fisheries and improve food system resilience. Mayor Te
discussed climate-friendly solutions such as the
establishment of the Managed Access Areas and
Sanctuaries adopted by their coastal communities that
helped them cope with the COVID-19 health emergency
and adapt to climate change.
In the 14th International Conference on Communitybased Adaptation, Vice Mayor Alfredo Coro II of the
Municipality of Del Carmen in Surigao del Norte shared
how community-led ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA)
measures adopted by their municipality have
contributed to food security and income generation of
their fisherfolk communities during the pandemic.

At the local level, Rare and partners are tapping
traditional media channels to promote and build support
for sustainable fisheries in the Camotes island group in
Cebu. In September, Rare signed a Memorandum of
Agreement with the different municipal governments of
Camotes island, Radyo Kalampusan, and the Cebu
Technological University for the new radio program
“Kasikas sa Lapyahan” (Waves on the Beach). The
program, aired on the community-run Radyo
Kalampusan, will inform communities about topics
relevant to sustainable fisheries such as responsible
fishing behaviors and climate impacts on their marine
ecosystems. The program airs live on the Facebook
page of Radyo Kalampusan.

Conference participants enjoined development partners
and organizations to involve grassroots communities in
climate policies and actions to ensure that these work
for the most vulnerable populations, nature, and climate.
In September, Rare gathered top-level officials from
Brazil, Honduras, Indonesia, Mozambique, Palau, and
the Philippines to share their coastal communities’
experiences during the COVID-19 pandemic and the
contribution of small-scale fisheries to food security,
local economies, and coastal resilience from climate
change. The representatives discussed their countries’
efforts around the protection and sustainable
management of coastal and fisheries resources, and the
need to integrate the small-scale fisheries sector and
EbA in COVID-19 recovery programs. They collectively
signed a pledge expressing their willingness to sustain
local fisheries and protect and conserve coastal and
marine ecosystems as part of their countries’ green
recovery efforts and global climate and development
commitments.

The site development plan of Tagumpay Citywalk, a 2-kilometer linear
park that will traverse the Magugpo Creek, an important waterway at
the heart of Tagum City’s Central Business District.

Tagum City’s Road to Resilience
By UN-Habitat Philippines

The city of Tagum is urbanizing fast and, with its
strategic location in Southern Philippines, there is a
booming trade, commerce, and service industry in the
city. It also has 5,000 ambulant vendors who make the
city’s parks and public spaces vibrant and thriving. But
Tagum’s growth is challenged by the realities of climate
change. The city is already susceptible to flooding
because of its topography. With the changing climate
causing stronger, more frequent typhoons, flooding in
Tagum is projected to worsen. Hotter temperatures are
also coming. PAGASA predicts a temperature increase
of 1.4C to 2.3C by 2036 to 2065, posing a threat to
citizen health and the productivity of the city’s natural
resources. Tagum City is determined to adapt.

Representatives from the local governments of Camotes island and
the academe sign the partnership agreement launching the “Kasikas
sa Lapyahan (Waves on the Beach)”.
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In late 2017, the city entered into a partnership with the
Building Climate Resiliency Through Urban Plans and
Design (BCRUPD) project, implemented by UN-Habitat
and supported by the International Climate Initiative
(IKI) of the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety of the German
Government, to pave the way for its climate-resilient
urbanization. Along with other partner cities (Angeles,
Cagayan de Oro, Legazpi, and Ormoc), Tagum
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received technical assistance and mentoring support
from BCRUPD and the Housing and Land Use
Regulatory Board (now Department of Human
Settlements and Urban Development) in updating its
Local Climate Change Action Plan (LCCAP) and
Climate and Disaster Risk Assessment (CDRA),
deepening the local government’s knowledge of climate
science and helping it formulate a citywide adaptation
strategy.
Applying risk-informed urban planning and design to
address climate change impacts, Tagum City
developed its own climate adaptation project: the
TAGUMPAY CITYWALK. Tagumpay is Tagalog for
“success”. The project demonstrates the use of naturebased solutions with strong community participation to
counteract flooding and increasing urban temperatures
faced by vulnerable residents and businesses in the city
center.
Using the various scales of urban design from macro to
micro (Urban Grain, Density/Mix, Height/Massing,
Streetscape/ Landscape, Facade/ Interface, Details/
Materials), the city proposed a range of climate-resilient
design for the specific vulnerable area identified for the
Tagumpay Citywalk. Strategies include detention
streets to hold floodwaters away from structures in case
of high precipitation, rainwater harvesting tanks for
individual buildings and public areas to store rainwater
from roofs for non-potable use, water retention areas
and urban forests to retain water to minimize the volume
of runoff, green streets to assist in minimizing runoff and
filtering water-borne pollutants, and cooler building
envelopes to promote ventilation and minimize solar
heat gain by using insulated materials. The city also
aims to pass ordinances to support their long term
adaptation and mitigation strategies.
The city, led by Mayor Allan Rellon, is ready to present
its project to local and international investors and
partners in the virtual “Urban Resilience Investment
Forum 2020” in November.

GIZ Philippines participates in Philippine
Sea Level Rise Forum
By GIZ South-South CIS Project

To assess the current science on sea level rise and to
identify gaps in information gathering, monitoring, and
dissemination in the country, the Philippine Climate
Change Commission (CCC) and its National Panel of
Technical Experts (NPTE), in partnership with the Oscar
M. Lopez Center, hosted an online forum entitled
“Taking Stock: Why Should We be Concerned About
Climate and Sea Level Changes?” on 5 August 2020.

level rise in the Philippines from the perspectives of
various experts and reactions from different
stakeholders, including GIZ Philippines, represented by
Dr. Bjoern Surborg, Principal Advisor and Cluster
Coordinator for Climate Change.
According to CCC Secretary Emmanuel M. de Guzman,
“This forum is one important step toward a broader
cooperation across sectors on dealing with the
increasing threat of rising sea levels to our communities.
Rest assured that the Climate Change Commission
shall continue to advance research on the slow onset
impacts of climate change in the country. We shall also
hold more online learning exchanges such as this —
experts’ forums that inform and explain climate science
to the public.”
The forum shared good practices, innovative
technologies, and latest policy reforms on sea level rise.
It is part of a multi-year comprehensive study assessing
the likely impacts of different climate change scenarios
on sea level rise and associated hazards. The study will
look at key hotspots as case studies in selected cities of
the Philippines and will include coastal mapping and
decision-making tools.
More than 182 participants attended, mostly from the
academe and local and international research
institutions, government agencies, policy makers, and
organizations which are leading community-based
initiatives. This event is part of a series of the National
Panel of Technical Experts’ Fora aiming to mobilize
community-based climate action and mainstream
climate change knowledge into development policies
and practices. The full discussion of Taking stock: Why
should we be concerned about the climate and sea level
changes? can be accessed through this link.
Part 2 of this online forum will be announced in the
Facebook pages of the Climate Change Commission at
Climate Change Commission PH, and the Oscar M.
Lopez Center at Oscar M. Lopez Center.
The presenters included Dr. Benjamin Horton, Director
of Earth Observatory of Singapore; Dr. Laura David,
Director of the University of the Philippines - Marine
Science Institute (UP-MSI); Dr. Fernando Siringan,
Professor of UP-MSI; Dr. Enrico Paringit, Executive
Director of the Department of Science and Technology
- Philippine Council for Industry, Energy, and Emerging
Technology Research and Development; and Dr. Ma.
Laurice Jamero, Head for Resilience Collaboratory of
the Manila Observatory.
The forum also featured responses from different
stakeholders, including Dr. Eulito Casas, Associate
Professor of UP Visayas Tacloban College; and Atty.
Josine Alexandra Gamboa, Manager for Government
Initiatives of RARE Inc.

With more than 180 attendees, the forum discussed the
observed and projected changes and impacts of sea
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Mitigation Efforts

Green Procurement of Unitary Air
Conditioners in Public Buildings
By GIZ C4 Project

The Cool Contributions fighting Climate Change or
C4 Project conducted a survey among on the
procurement and building management practices
related to room air conditioners of public buildings.
Current practices on building maintenance provides an
opportunity for energy efficiency improvement.
However, government buildings in the Philippines often
missed out these opportunities through restrictive
procurement processes or fully outsourcing the building
maintenance to third party service providers with
commercial interests rather than energy efficiency and
conservation.

The COVID-19 pandemic is a wake-up call to rethink
how we produce, consume and waste our food. There
is no room for food loss and food waste in this time of
crisis. WWF-Philippines organized a live webinar called
the Save Our Food, Save Our Planet: A Food Loss and
Waste Reduction Advocacy Campaign hosted on our
official WWF-Philippines Facebook page. This includes
a series of digital materials about the facts on food loss
and waste in a global and national scale, and 10 tips to
reduce food waste at home, which were published in
different formats across the social media platforms of
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
The webinar highlighted how we can do our part to
reduce food waste at home, and how to divert
unavoidable food waste through composting. It also
provided important facts about food loss and waste at a
global and national scale. This further raises awareness
on ensuring that the food waste should be prevented,
mitigated and diverted from landfills.
For more information:
● Read the full article about how to reduce food
waste at home: bit.ly/FLWfacts
● Check out the full webinar on Facebook:
https://bit.ly/FLWDaywebinar

The global C4 project undertook a survey among public
sector buildings among various C4 partner countries
including the Philippines. The survey gathered
information on the motivation of procurement officials on
their motivations and perceived actions related to the
green procurement of air conditioners. The survey also
collected information on the common practices on
temperature settings in workspaces among public
buildings, the type of refrigerants used and procured
and overall building maintenance policies and practices.
In the Philippines survey responses were gathered from
green public procurement focals of the Procurement
Service and Government Procurement Policy BoardTechnical Support Office of the Department of Budget
and Management (DBM). The results of the survey is
expected to be released in November 2020 which will
be presented in the next Meeting of Parties to the
Montreal Protocol.

WWF-Philippines joins the International
Day of Awareness on Food Loss and
Waste Reduction 2020
By WWF Philippines

The first ever International Day of Awareness on Food
Loss and Waste Reduction, celebrated on 29
September 2020, aims to promote the importance of a
sustainable food supply chain to achieve food security
and nutrition as well as to reinforce our global efforts
towards resolving the issues of food loss and waste.
“Stop food loss and waste. For the people. For the
planet.”, as described by the awareness day’s theme.
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Ms. Lorayne Roque, the Sustainable Consumer Specialist of The
Sustainable Diner Project and Ms. Rina Papio, Chief Soilmate of The
Soilmate Collective, Inc. hosted the webinar together with local
celebrity and WWF-Philippines National Youth Ambassador, Ms.
Janine Gutierrez.

10

Biodiversity and Climate Change

4th National Mangrove Conference:
Virtual Mode
By GIZ ProCoast Project

The mangrove and beach forests in the Philippines play
an extremely important role in the coastal environment
by providing a wide range of goods and services which
include coastal protection, fisheries products, erosion
control, carbon sequestration and recycling of nutrients.
However, these resources are being cleared at an
alarming rate for aquaculture, land development, fuel
production and timber.
The GIZ and the Zoological Society of London
Philippines (ZSL) will host the Philippine 4th National
Mangrove Conference from 24-27 November 2020, with
the theme “Linking Science, Innovation, and Policy:
Mangrove and Beach Forest Conservation”. The 4day virtual national conference will serve as a platform
for scientific learning and exchange among
stakeholders.

A total of 500 target participants from NGOs,
universities, private sectors, local and national
government agencies are expected to join the virtual
conference. The conference will also be live streaming
for the general public.
The virtual conference is supported by the GIZ
"Sustainable Coastal Protection through Biodiversity
Conservation in Coastal Ecosystems affected by
Typhoons in the Philippines" (ProCoast Project).
The ProCoast project is part of the International Climate
Initiative (IKI) funded by the German Federal Ministry for
the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear
Safety (BMU) on the basis of a decision adopted by the
German Bundestag.

The conference aims to (1) provide an online knowledge
on science and innovation on mangrove and beach
forest rehabilitation and conservation and (2) showcase
best practices of scientific based interventions.
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