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CLIMATE POLICY HIGHLIGHTS
•

Philippine Congress unanimously adopted resolution urging the declaration of climate
emergency. The Philippine House of Representatives in plenary adopted the Resolution by the
Committee on Climate Change to declare a climate and environmental emergency in support of the
continuing efforts of the government to address the worsening impacts of the climate crisis. Read More

•

Dominguez urged CCC to push for ‘climate justice’. Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez III had
called on the CCC to sustain President Duterte’s call for climate justice before the international
community. Read More

•

PH Legislators, CVF Ambassadors urge creation of CVF Parliamentary League. In the Inaugural
Global Parliamentarians Meeting of the Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF) on November 25, 2020, highlevel representation from the Philippine Senate and House of Representatives were united in the call for
stronger engagement among lawmakers of 48 climate-vulnerable countries in light of the climate crisis.
Read More

•

Global Center on Adaptation supports climate resilience, adaptation in COVID-19 recovery efforts.
House Deputy Speaker and Antique Congresswoman Loren Legarda welcomed the leadership of the
Global Center on Adaptation (GCA) in keeping the momentum for adaptation and building resilience
despite the pandemic and expressed that COVID-19 recovery packages must be climate adaptive and
pegged on achieving the 1.5 degrees Celsius climate goal enshrined in the Paris Agreement, during the
GCA’s 2nd Board Meeting held virtually on October 23. Read More

•

Importance of nature-based solutions in addressing climate change underscored. Environmental
experts, advocates for climate change resilience, and members of the academe and civil society gathered
to discuss the importance of nature-based solutions in building better climate change resilience for
countries in the ASEAN region and beyond at the “Biodiversity and Building Resilience to Impacts of
Climate Change in ASEAN” webinar. Read More

•

CVF Parliament Leaders support the call for greater ambition ahead of NDC Midnight Deadline.
Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF) parliamentarian leaders are united in calling for more ambitious
commitments ahead of the December 31 Midnight Deadline for nations to submit their updated Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs). Read More
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•

CCC conducted a virtual People’s Survival Fund (PSF) clinic. On 18 December 2020, the Climate
Change Commission (CCC) conducted a PSF clinic to 61 local government planning and investment
officers to further provide capacity building on assessing the PSF. Read more

•

Earth Security released a report entitled, “Financing the Earth’s Assets: The Case of Mangroves”.
The report by Earth Security identified “Mangroves 40 Cities Network” which involves 40 different
locations around the world, including Puerto Princesa City, Palawan. The report also recognized the effort
of Siargao Islands in Surigao del Norte in local mangrove regeneration. Read More

•

CCC welcomed the approval of the Philippines as a participating country in Climate Investor One.
During the 27th Meeting of the Green Climate Fund last 9-13 November 2020, the Philippines was
recognized as a participating country in Climate Investor One, an innovative blended finance facility
managed by Climate Fund Managers. Read More

•

DOE released a moratorium on endorsements for greenfield coal power plants. The Department of
Energy released the moratorium and opened the country’s geothermal sector to greater foreign
investments, contributing to the landscape of renewable energy in the country. Read More

•

CCC, ICSC, and ARROW reiterated the role of women in climate action. The Climate Change
Commission, with the Institute of Climate and Sustainable Cities (ICSC) and the Asia-Pacific Resource
and Research Center for Women (ARROW) conducted an online dialogue last 24 November 2020
discussing the importance of women’s insights and experiences in forwarding Philippines’ climate
ambition and action. Read More

•

DENR continued to implement strict environmental laws amidst COVID-19. The Environmental
Management Bureau (EMB) continues to monitor compliance on clean water, clean air, and solid waste
management despite the COVID-19 restrictions. Read More

•

DOE launched Grid Planning and Competitive Renewable Energy Zones (CREZ), scaling up
renewable energy in the country. The Department of Energy launched Grid Planning and Competitive
Renewable Energy Zones (CREZ) process to scale up renewable energy generation on the power
system. It aims to reduce risk for private sector RE investment by focusing transmission expansion to
renewable energy resource areas. Read More

•

DOE joined First COP26 Energy Transition Council Meeting. Last 4 December, the Department of
Energy joined the first Energy Transition Council Meeting to accelerate the global transition to clean
power. The meeting serves as a preparatory meeting to the United Nations (UN) Climate Change
Conference of the Parties (COP26). Read More

IKI PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS
•

4th BMU-IKI Networking Workshop in the Philippines convened online. The COVID-19 pandemic
did not stop the GIZ-implemented project, Support to the Philippines in Shaping and Implementing the
International Climate Change Regime (SupportCCC II), in convening the 4th BMU-IKI Networking
Workshop for it was held online last November 20 and 24.

•

Urban Resilience Investment Forum 2020 strengthened cities’ climate finance linkages. Climate
finance was strengthened through the forum which tackled the challenges and opportunities on climate
financing and discussed finance and resilience lessons for climate-resilient green recovery. The forum
also became a platform for local government units to pitch their urban plans and projects on climate
resilience and green recovery to potential investors.

•

Rare receives additional support from BMU for Green Recovery initiatives. An additional financial
support from the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety
(BMU) was given to Rare’s Fishing for Climate Resilience.

•

Rare and DA-BFAR collaborate to promote Ecosystems-based Approach (EbA). A trainers’ training
for the blended delivery of the Fisheries Management Areas (FMAs) module was held last November
2020 which follows the Ecosystems-based Approach to Fisheries Management.

•

From an Illegal Fisher to a Protector of the Ocean: A Local Fisher’s Tale. The coastal community of
Del Carmen in Surigao del Norte encourages coastal communities to adopt responsible fishing
behaviors.
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•

Roll-out of the workshop on Network of Marine Reserve Design. From February to March 2021,
Rare together with its local partners and communities in 17 municipalities across Visayas and Mindanao
will conduct a series of workshops to design networks of marine reserves.

•

Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) exchanges with Ilog-Hilabangan River Basin partners
initiated. As part of the awareness and capacity building strategy of the EbA in 2 River Basins (E2RB)
Project, a series of online EbA exchanges with Ilog-Hilabangan River Basin (IHRB) partners at the
Negros Island IHRB, two Management Council meetings and a Technical Working Group (TWG)
meeting were held in November and December 2020, reaching more than 40 individuals.

•

Banks and financial institutions play crucial role in building a sustainable energy future. The role
of banks and financial institutions in building a sustainable future was tackled in a webinar entitled,
“Sustainable Finance and Energy: The Basics.”

•

Finalization of the City Promise of Pasig for a low emission development future. The City Promise
of Pasig (low emission development strategies) is now in its final stage and is envisioned to progress
towards developing a sustainable model city.

•

Everyone Can Be a Food Hero. WWF-Philippines organized a participatory video and photo contest
called #IAmAFoodHero following the theme of “Grow, Nourish, Sustain. Together. Our Actions are our
Future” for the celebration of World Food Day last October 16, 2020.

•

Implementation of national roadmap for sustainable tourism in the PH outlined. The 11th
Philippine Stakeholders Advisory Group (PSTAG) of the Transforming Tourism Value Chains (TVC)
presented the proposed strategy for the implementation of the Roadmap for Low-Carbon and Resource
Efficient Tourism in the Philippines.

•

Park Inn by Radisson Iloilo moves to monitor sustainability through Resource Efficiency Tool.
The Resource Efficiency (RE) Tool was introduced to Park Inn by Radisson Iloilo to monitor their
respective establishments’ resource efficiency and carbon footprint.

•

TVC encourages the youth to practice sustainable tourism. Strategies for sustainable tourism were
discussed virtually at three academic institutions in 2020.

•

Hospitality and foodservice sectors look to plant-based menus for health and environment. The
Philippine Center for Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development, Inc. (PCEPSDI) together
with the Humane Society International (HSI) highlighted the importance of switching to more plant-based
dishes in lessening the carbon footprint.

•

Beating plastic pollution from the tourism sector. An awareness campaign to reduce single use
plastics in the tourism sector while keeping in mind health and safety protocols was launched by
Department of Tourism.

•

From New Normal To Better Normal: What's In It For Banks? The World Wide Fund for Nature and
the Bankers Association of the Philippines hosted a CEO Forum, “From New Normal to Better Normal:
What’s in it for Banks?” with a focus on supervisory expectations and ways forward by the banking
sector.

•

Call for Nominations for the Best Mangrove Award 2021. In coordination with the Marine Protected
Area (MPA) Support Network, the search for Best Mangrove Awardees for 2021 has started.

•

GIZ ProCoast supports Round Table Discussions on Abandoned, Underutilized and
Undeveloped (AUU) Fishponds. Together with the DENR - Biodiversity Management Bureau (DENRBMB), the GIZ ProCoast Project and the Zoological Society of London-Philippines supported a series of
round table policy discussions on Abandoned, Underutilized and Undeveloped (AUU) Fishponds and the
creation of an Inter-Agency Technical Working Group (IATWG).

•

Enhancing Marine Protected Areas in Bohol and Aklan Provinces. Marine Protected Areas in Bohol
and Aklan are currently being enhanced through MPA management plans.

•

Community Savings for Coastal Protection Promoted by ProCoast in the Visayas. The GIZ
Procoast Project and the Zoological Society of London (ZSL)-Philippines enhanced the Community
Savings and Credit Association (CoMSCA) manual, integrating funds to support environmental projects.
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GENERAL NEWS IN THE PHILIPPINES
Philippine Congress unanimously adopted
resolution urging the declaration of
climate emergency

•

Call on the major carbon emitters, locally and
abroad, to take responsibility for climate change
and to reinvest in renewable and sustainable
energy;

The Philippine House of Representatives in plenary
adopted the Resolution by the Committee on Climate
Change to declare a climate and environmental
emergency in support of the continuing efforts of the
government to address the worsening impacts of the
climate crisis.

•

Call on local governments to adopt a "No to Coal"
or "No to New Coal Policy" within their respective
jurisdictions;

•

Call on local industries and local government units
to pursue renewable and sustainable energy
sources;

•

Conduct an audit of relevant national government
agencies and local government units in relation to
their compliance to existing environmental, climate,
disaster risk reduction and management and
appropriation laws, and international agreements in
light of the climate and environmental emergency
with the end in view of ensuring an enhanced
national monitoring and evaluation system for the
implementation of these laws and warranting the
accountability of government officials, private
entities and other involved stakeholders; and

•

Enjoin national government agencies to promote
convergence of efforts toward strengthening data
science, technology development, and research for
climate change adaptation and mitigation, including
the establishment of a national integrated risk
information system and a national loss and damage
registry, to support science-based policy
formulation and risk governance at national and
sub-national levels.

House Resolution No. 1377, sponsored by House
Special Committee on Climate Change and Bohol 1st
District Representative Edgar Chatto; urged the
declaration of a climate and environmental emergency,
ensuring enhanced and coherent climate actions in the
executive and legislative agenda of the government.
“In declaring a climate emergency, the government
admits that global warming exists and that the measures
taken up to this point are not enough to limit the changes
brought by it. The decision stresses the need for the
government and administration to devise measures that
try and stop human-caused global warming,” HR No.
1377 reads.
It recognizes the Climate Change Commission’s (CCC)
National Panel of Technical Experts’ (NPTE) call to shift
from using the term “climate change” to “climate
emergency” to pursue immediate action against global
warming. The NPTE had recommended that “as one of
the most climatically vulnerable countries in the world,
the Philippines should mobilize its people, institutions
and resources to enhance its ability to prepare and even
prosper amidst the climate emergency.”
Further, HR No. 1377 mandates itself to:
•

Encourage that climate urgency be placed at the
center of all policy decision-making from local to
national level;

•

Encourage local governments to issue Climate
Change Declarations within their respective
jurisdictions;

•

Call on the Climate Change Commission to
spearhead the collection and consolidation of
relevant data with national government agencies as
well as local government units, in collaboration with
the National Panel of Technical Experts, to come up
with a climate risk assessment of the country, to
produce baseline studies that consider future
scenarios and impacts of climate change, to
perform sustainable development and resilient
investment planning, programming and financing at
the national, sectoral, and local levels;

Earlier this year, the call for a nationwide declaration of
climate emergency was also adopted by national
government agencies in the Cabinet Cluster for Climate
Change Adaptation, Mitigation and Disaster Risk
Reduction (CCAM-DRR), in recognition of HR No. 535
authored by Albay Province 2nd District Representative
Joey Salceda.
In his previous State of the Nation Addresses, President
Rodrigo Roa Duterte expressed in categorical terms
that addressing climate change was a key focus of his
administration and would continue to be a top priority.
This was followed by his stronger expression of resolve
in his address to the 2020 UN General Assembly and at
the recent 37th Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) Summit where he called on other vulnerable
countries, along with the Philippines, to demand climate
justice and urge developed nations to rapidly cut their
carbon emissions which are the most responsible for
fueling the climate crisis. He also asked the international
community to keep their commitments to the goals of
the Paris Agreement.
Read More
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Dominguez urged CCC to push for ‘climate
justice’

He said the government’s rule should be simple:
“projects that are not green and sustainable should not
see the light of day.”

Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez III has called on
the Climate Change Commission (CCC) to sustain
President Duterte’s call for climate justice before the
international community as the Philippines continues to
bear the devastating impact of global warming even
though it remains among the world’s lowest emitters of
greenhouse gases.

Dominguez cited, for instance, the need to make the
restoration and conservation of existing forests an
integral part of the country’s disaster risk reduction
strategy.

Secretary Dominguez, who has been tasked by
President as the chairperson-designate of the Climate
CCC last year, also challenged the CCC to aggressively
advocate and put forward concrete policy proposals for
the protection of the environment while building public
awareness and support about these initiatives.

“It is time to update our agroforestry policies to prevent
the clearing of mountain slopes to make way for
agriculture,” he added.
Read More

“Even as we transition to more sustainable economic
activities domestically, the Philippines must sustain
calls for broader climate justice. President Duterte has
already led the way. We in government must stand
firmly behind the President in this fight,” said Dominguez
in his pre-recorded message to the CCC as it celebrated
the 13th Climate Change Consciousness Week in
November 2020.
The recent spate of super typhoons and floods that
occurred in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic
underscore the urgency and complexity of the CCC’s
tasks, he said.
But the COVID-19-induced crisis can also be used as
an opportunity to tailor the country’s economic recovery
programs to mobilize investments in domestic
renewable energy, sustainable urban planning and
climate-smart agriculture, said Dominguez.
“Evidence-informed climate action is crucial to providing
a safe, comfortable life for every law-abiding Filipino.
We need to put forward stronger adaptation and
mitigation measures to ensure that Filipinos will not just
survive, but thrive in the new and resilient economy,”
Dominguez said.
“We can address the climate emergency better and with
a more informed approach. Unlike COVID-19 that
caught the world off-guard, we have a wealth of
information and innovative solutions to deal with the
climate crisis. We must be prepared to save lives and
prevent the worst possible outcomes,” he said.
Dominguez said the government must ensure the
coherence of climate adaptation and mitigation
strategies, as well as programs on disaster risk
reduction and sustainable development, at both the
national and local government levels.
“We must deploy financial tools to build resiliency from
the household to the national levels. We must widen the
inclusivity of our financial system to mobilize investment
and protect families,” Dominguez added.
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PH Legislators, CVF Ambassadors urge
creation of CVF Parliamentary League
In the Inaugural Global Parliamentarians Meeting of the
Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF) on November 25,
2020, high-level representation from the Philippine
Senate and House of Representatives were united in
the call for stronger engagement among lawmakers of
48 climate-vulnerable countries in light of the climate
crisis.
Senate President Vicente Sotto III, House Speaker Lord
Allan Jay Velasco, Deputy Speaker and Antique
Representative Loren Legarda, and House Committee
on Climate Change Chair and Bohol 1st District
Representative Edgar Chatto called for the creation of a
CVF Parliamentary League as a dedicated cooperation
platform to advance a common legislative agenda for
integrating climate change adaptation and mitigation
and disaster risk reduction in all facets of sustainable
development pursuits.
“We must organize our efforts regionally. It will be our
platform for exchanging experiences and good
practices on climate action, developing a common stand
on critical climate legislation, and strengthening our
cooperation in championing the 1.5 Paris goal,” said
Legarda.
Legarda also expressed that vulnerable country
parliaments play a crucial role in enhancing countries'
Nationally
Determined
Contributions
and
in
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demonstrating climate leadership. “Using our oversight,
legislative, and representation functions, we must take
a far more active role in helping steer our peoples away
from the dire threats of the climate emergency. I am
certain we have all been equal to the task before and I
am even more sure now we will be equal to the rough
tests ahead of us,” Legarda added.
The Climate Vulnerable Forum is an international
partnership of 48 countries highly vulnerable to a
warming planet and serving as a South-South
cooperation platform of nations for global climate action.
The online meeting was convened in cooperation with
the Inter-Parliamentary Union and Global Center on
Adaptation.
Read More

Legarda said that the GCA’s focus on Africa, as the
most vulnerable continent, is an obvious priority to
bolster food security and rural well-being, water for
growth and resilience, and adaptation support to its fastdeveloping urban centers. She added that the “the
template for Africa can be the template for the
Philippines as well,” expressing that the GCA could
support and extend to other parts of the developing
world, especially those that are recognized to have
climate risks and other socioeconomic vulnerabilities,
particularly in the Asia Pacific region.
Legarda also emphasized the value of convergence,
climate science, and finance in mainstreaming
adaptation into country programs, adding that a SouthSouth Center in the Philippines will be established
through the efforts of the Climate Vulnerable Forum
(CVF) and the Climate Change Commission (CCC).
The GCA acts as a solutions broker, bringing together
governments, the private sector, civil society,
intergovernmental bodies, and knowledge institutions
that can address the obstacles slowing down adaptation
action. Legarda sits as Member of the GCA Board,
which is chaired by former United Nations Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon with co-chair Mr. Feike Sijbesma,
Honorary Chairman of Royal DSM.
Read More

Photo courtesy of CCC.

Global Center on Adaptation supports
climate resilience, adaptation in COVID-19
recovery efforts
House Deputy Speaker and Antique Congresswoman
Loren Legarda welcomed the leadership of the Global
Center on Adaptation (GCA) in keeping the momentum
for adaptation and building resilience despite the
pandemic and expressed that COVID-19 recovery
packages must be climate adaptive and pegged on
achieving the 1.5 degrees Celsius climate goal
enshrined in the Paris Agreement, during the GCA’s 2nd
Board Meeting held virtually on October 23.
“I would like to commend the anticipatory stance of the
GCA on responding to one of the most pressing
challenges of our time—recovering and rebuilding lives
and economies post pandemic. The action tracks set by
the GCA complement the priorities we see across
countries, especially for developing nations and
particularly for poor and vulnerable communities, who
are hardest hit by the pandemic and the resulting
economic shocks,” Legarda said.
“Our interventions in the GCA should also continue
urging world leaders and governments to ensure that
economic stimulus packages must be climate-adaptive
and transformative towards a world of 1.5 degrees
Celsius, as enshrined in the Paris Agreement. COVID19 recovery must be climate adaptation,” Legarda
added.
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Importance of nature-based solutions in
addressing climate change underscored
Environmental experts, advocates for climate change
resilience, and members of the academe and civil
society gathered to discuss the importance of naturebased solutions in building better climate change
resilience for countries in the ASEAN region and beyond
at the “Biodiversity and Building Resilience to Impacts
of Climate Change in ASEAN” webinar.
In her opening remarks, Executive Director Dr. Theresa
Mundita Lim of the ASEAN Center for Biodiversity
(ACB) recognized that climate change and its severe
impacts on the environment and our lives and well-being
are already felt and it cuts across the present challenges
that hound us today.
“The far-reaching consequences of climate change
disrupt our daily lives and stunt our development.
ASEAN countries, especially in the past few months,
have experienced stronger and more disruptive
typhoons that came one after the other, leaving people
dead and destroying millions worth of properties.
Indeed, this climate crisis is one of the main culprits that
drive the loss of nature. But the main paradox here is
that biodiversity and its ecosystem services also
underpin our principal solutions and efforts to tackle
climate change and its impacts. Without healthy
biodiversity, our fight against climate change should be
an impossible feat.” Dr. Lim added.
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“The manifestations of climate change impacts are now
being felt in all countries in the ASEAN region. In a
region where biodiversity is recognized as one of the
richest in the world, it is imperative that ASEAN take
immediate and concerted action to address the impacts
of climate change,” said Mr. Jerome Ilagan of the
Philippine Climate Change Commission (CCC).
Dr. Isabelle de Lovinfosse, Head of Southeast Asia
COP26 Strategy, British High Commission, emphasized
that climate and biodiversity are forever closely
interdependent. “Climate change is already impacting
biodiversity losses and ecosystem damage. And the
same human activities are the drivers of both issues,
like unsustainable land use, deforestation, intensive
agriculture, and natural resource destruction. Naturebased solutions are not the only solutions to climate
change problems, but they have a large role to play.”
Dr. Lovinfosse also shared the United Kingdom’s
planned key campaigns for COP26. She discussed the
UK’s plans on closing the ambition gap to address the
Paris Agreement’s three pillars, namely: (1) to increase
the level of ambition by governments and nongovernment actors; (2) to mobilize international climate
finance from donor countries and the private sector to
support other countries; and (3) to increase efforts that
are devoted to domestic and international acceleration
in support of ASEAN economies and communities.
Overall, the webinar participants called for stronger
cooperation in the international community. They
discussed the need for the active participation of the
public and private sectors in resilience building. They
also recognized that biodiversity and the natural
environment possess functions that mitigate the
manifestations of climate change impacts. And in
adopting and implementing nature-based solutions and
ecosystem-based adaptation, countries in the ASEAN
region and around the world are one step closer to
improving risk mitigation and conservation efforts.
Read More

CVF Parliament Leaders support the call
for greater ambition ahead of NDC Midnight
Deadline
Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF) parliamentarian
leaders are united in calling for more ambitious
commitments ahead of the December 31 Midnight
Deadline for nations to submit their updated Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs).
CVF parliamentarians led by House Deputy Speaker
and Antique Representative Loren Legarda; Speaker of
the People’s Majlis of Maldives, H.E. Mohamed
Nasheed; and President of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) and Chair of Parliamentary Standing
Committee on the Ministry of Environment Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC) of Bangladesh, Saber
Chowdhury, convened on October 22 in a meeting
chaired by the CVF Presidency of Bangladesh Special
Envoy, Abul Kalam Azad.
Also in attendance were Designated National Focal
Points of the CVF Presidency of Bangladesh, Additional
Secretary MoEFCC Shamim Razi, Director-General
Nazrul Islam of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; and Chair
of the CVF Expert Advisory Group Dr. Saleemul Huq.
The meeting aimed to define efforts to accelerate
formation of a supportive financing and regulatory
environment to deliver a “Climate Prosperity” agenda
from the CVF, and for policy de-risking for climate
action. The launch of a South-South CVF parliamentary
collaboration program which aims to enable
parliamentarians from across the 48 CVF memberstates to share valuable experiences and good
practices on laws and policies in support of ambitious
and urgent climate action to safeguard communities and
progress towards the CVF’s “maximal resilience”, 100%
renewable energy, and other goals, was also discussed.
The CVF also endeavors to secure greater
commitments
to
action
by
bringing
CVF
parliamentarians worldwide together with the IPU, to
open the possibility of having a beneficial collaboration
with parliaments from non-CVF countries.
Deputy Speaker Legarda, the CVF Ambassador for
Parliaments, lauded the initiative of Hon. Chowdhury for
taking on the “ambition” task with CVF in 2020, and
stressed the importance of the upcoming CVF-IPU
collaboration in advancing the voices of the vulnerable
nations and in pushing for the submission of enhanced
NDCs before the year ends.
Legarda also supported the creation of Climate
Prosperity Plans to mobilize finance across a range of
sources for CVF/V20 infrastructure and economic
programs, to promote both robust socioeconomic
progress and emissions reduction while building greater
climate and disaster resilience.
She also emphasized that the CVF member-countries
should share their respective enacted “best” laws which
could also be adopted in other jurisdictions to increase
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ambition, promote tools and knowledge for adaptation,
and increase the flow of international finance for climate
action.
The Climate Vulnerable Forum is an international
partnership of 48 developing nations most threatened
by the global climate emergency. The current president
of the CVF is Bangladesh, which took over from the
Marshall Islands this year and will hold the presidency
until 2022.
Read More

CCC conducted a virtual People’s Survival
Fund (PSF) clinic.

Photo courtesy of CCC.

To further provide capacity building on accessing the
People’s Survival Fund (PSF), the Climate Change
Commission conducted a virtual PSF Clinic on 18
December 2020 for planning and investment officers
from 61 local governments across the country.
Speakers during the PSF Clinic included Dr. Antonio L.
Fernandez, Senior Technical Expert of CCC, Dr. Felino
P. Lansigan, Professor Emeritus of Statistics and
Environmental Science at the University of the
Philippines-Los Baños and member of the National
Panel of Technical Experts (NPTE), and Ms. Jean Paula
Regulano, Development Management Officer of the
CCC-PSF Unit, to share knowledge on how to develop
adaptation projects for funding under the PSF.
The PSF Clinic aims to expand the coverage and reach
to localities that are unable to access capacity building
workshops and/or seminars on PSF due to the current
pandemic. It also addresses misconceptions, provides
clarifications, and bridge gaps in the data or information
needed to understand climate and disaster risks and
vulnerabilities; programs, projects, and activities that
can be proposed for PSF funding; reference documents
that maybe submitted to justify the proposed climate
change adaptation intervention; and project proposal
development.
“We hope that this undertaking will foster a fruitful
partnership with your localities and organizations, and
establish channels of support and communication. As
the world faces the catastrophic impacts of climate
change alongside COVID-19, it is high time that we put
forth timely climate actions on the ground, enabling us
to recuperate and rebuild with a resilient future in mind,”
said Assistant Secretary Romell Antonio O. Cuenca,
CCC Deputy Executive Director and Head of the PSF
Unit.

Photo courtesy of CCC.

Earth Security released a report entitled,
“Financing the Earth’s Assets: The Case of
Mangroves”.
A report titled, “Financing the Earth’s Assets: The Case
for Mangroves as a Nature-based Climate Solution”
reveals that regeneration of mangrove forests around
the world could result in an $11.8 billion return by 2040
if carbon markets reflected the true value of nature.
The report, issued by Earth Security in December 2020,
makes a strong investment case for tapping the
potential of mangroves in the fight against climate
change. As a carbon asset, mangrove forests have the
potential to unlock 380 million tCO2 of sequestration by
2040. Five key markets that were identified for
mangroves are nature-based investment funds, blue
bonds (a subset of the green and climate bonds
market), insurance, carbon market investors, and
philanthropy.

Read More
The report identifies 40 locations across the world to
form the “Mangroves 40 Cities Network”, including
Puerto Princesa City, Palawan. This network will
support the regeneration of mangrove forests through
different projects within the locations chosen for their
proximity to existing mangroves. Siargao Islands in

Newsletter | BMU-IKI in the Philippines

8

Surigao Del Norte is also recognized in the report as an
example of best practices in local mangrove
regeneration, with key insights from the Municipality of
Del Carmen.

The Board also approved 16 new projects by developing
countries all over the world, amounting to over one
billion US dollars, intended to finance climate adaptation
and mitigation initiatives.

Earth Security also proposes the development of a
Municipal Mangrove Bond Fund to finance naturebased adaptation and provide the opportunity to pool
different levels of investment risks across developed
and emerging markets, creating a product that is viable
in global fixed income markets.

The CCC also welcomed the accreditation of four new
Accredited Entities (AEs) or partner organizations,
ranging from country organizations called Direct Access
Entities (DAEs), to regional and multi-national bodies.
AEs submit funding proposals and act as a conduit of
GCF funds as they implement climate projects approved
and funded by the GCF.

The Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomed the
findings of the report, as it puts emphasis on naturebased solutions in the fight against climate change. The
CCC further supports the call for collaboration among
cities and towns worldwide that are home to mangrove
forests, to enable a financing and regulatory
environment that will ensure the advancement of
programs and policies that aim to build climate and
disaster resilience in local communities. As countries
continue the difficult work to recover from the economic
setbacks caused by COVID-19 pandemic, both human
and natural systems must be strengthened to lessen the
environmental, humanitarian, and economic impacts of
climate change.
Read More

Read More

DOE released a moratorium on
endorsements for greenfield coal power
plants
Energy Secretary Alfonso G. Cusi today said the
periodic assessment of the country’s energy
requirements has led the Department of Energy (DOE)
to declare a moratorium on endorsements for greenfield
coal power plants.
According to the Energy Chief, the agency's most recent
assessment revealed the need for the country to shift to
a more flexible power supply mix. This would help build
a more sustainable power system that will be resilient in
the face of structural changes in demand and will be
flexible enough to accommodate the entry of new,
cleaner, and indigenous technological innovations.
The moratorium on the endorsements for greenfield
coal power plants and the opening up of the country’s
geothermal sector to greater foreign investments to
further brighten the prospects of our Renewable Energy
(RE) landscape, are but among the innovative policies
that the DOE will be implementing.
Read More

Photo courtesy of CCC.

CCC welcomed the approval of the
Philippines as a participating country in
Climate Investor One.
Following the 27th Meeting of the Green Climate Fund
(GCF) Board held virtually from November 9 to 13,
2020, the Climate Change Commission (CCC)
welcomed the approval of the Philippines as a
participating country in Climate Investor One, an
innovative blended finance facility managed by Climate
Fund Managers and providing an integrated, full project
life cycle financing solution to support the development,
construction and commissioning of renewable energy
projects more expeditiously and at reduced cost. The
project is set to deploy USD 100 million capital in a total
of 18 countries for historic and new renewable energy
projects
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CCC, ICSC, and ARROW reiterated the role
of women in climate action.
A discussion by government and civil society on the
nexus of climate change, health, and gender towards
transitioning to a better normal formed part of the 13th
Global Warming and Climate Change Consciousness
Week with the theme "Adapting For A Sustainable
Future."
The “Climate Change and Health: A Gender Lens”, an
online dialogue organized by the Climate Change
Commission, in partnership with the Institute for Climate
and Sustainable Cities and the Asian-Pacific Resource
and Research Centre for Women’s (ARROW) Women
and Earth Initiative (WORTH) was streamed via Zoom
and Facebook Live last November 24. The replay of the
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Climate Change and Health: A Gender Lens can be
watched here.
With the COVID-19 pandemic, the onslaught of extreme
weather events, and the creeping impacts of slow-onset
events such as sea level rise and increasing
temperature, various gender issues have emerged some visible, while some left in the shadows, but both
needing closer analysis and due consideration.

It also monitored the implementation of 670 closure and
rehabilitation plans, as well as the actual closure and
rehabilitation of 204 dumpsites.
Read More

Read More

DENR continued to implement strict
environmental laws amidst COVID-19.
Despite restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) of the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) still managed to carry out its mandate to
monitor compliance with laws on clean water, clean air
and solid waste management.
To ensure compliance with Republic Act 8749 or the
Philippine Clean Air Act, the EMB strengthened its
monitoring of 8,572 industries and maintained 101 realtime air quality monitoring stations (AQMS) nationwide
in 2020.
All AQMS recorded that the country’s air quality,
particularly in terms of particulate matters 10 and 2.5,
are within the standards of 60 micrograms and 25
micrograms per normal cubic meter, respectively.
Photo courtesy of DOE.

Also, the EMB formulated, updated and monitored 22
airshed action plans. It also issued 211 certificates of
conformity to new vehicles compliant to Euro IV
standards in the first semester of the year.
Although only one additional water quality management
area (WQMA) was declared this year, EMB updated and
monitored existing 36 WQMAs in compliance with RA
9275 or the Philippine Clean Water Act.
To ensure the water quality of existing waterbodies, it
conducted continuous ambient monitoring of 42 priority
rivers, 315 other waterbodies and 39 priority bathing
beaches. It also classified 52 waterbodies and
monitored compliance of 4,960 firms/industries in the
first semester of the year.
On the implementation of RA 9003 or the Ecological
Solid Waste Management Act, the bureau assisted 598
barangays in establishing their respective materials
recovery facility (MRF) and supported the operation of
24 functional MRFs.
Meanwhile, the DENR-led National Solid Waste
Management Commission has approved a total of 106
solid waste management plans this year, bringing the
total to 1,063 since RA 9003 was enacted in 2001.
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DOE launched Grid Planning and
Competitive Renewable Energy Zones
(CREZ), scaling up renewable energy in
the country.
The Department of Energy (DOE) launched the CREZ
process to help achieve the country’s goals of scaling
up RE generation on the power system and to ensure
sustainable, secure, reliable, accessible, and affordable
energy.
The CREZ process identifies the most economic RE
resource areas so transmission planning and expansion
can accelerate their development. By proactively
focusing transmission expansion to these resource
areas, RE generation development obstacles such as
transmission access, energy curtailment, land
permitting (such as protected or high-slope areas), and
regulatory barriers are easier to overcome thus,
reducing risk for private sector RE investment. New
transmission stemming from the CREZ process will help
all RE resources in the Philippines, including wind,
solar, geothermal, biomass, and hydropower.
Read More
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DOE joined First COP26 Energy Transition
Council Meeting.
The Department of Energy (DOE) joined the first Energy
Transition Council Meeting last Friday (4 December),
preparatory to the United Nations (UN) Climate Change
Conference of the Parties (COP26). It is part of the
Philippines' active efforts to secure the further
development and utilization of sustainable energy
solutions in the country.
During the meeting, the Council agreed to explore
specific opportunities for collaboration in areas
including:
•

•

Making clean power technologies the preferred
option for countries investing in new power
generation, with the aim of doubling the rate of
investment in clean power by 2030.
Developing policy and regulatory frameworks to
attract the private sector to help deliver and finance
these investment needs.

•

Supporting people and communities heavily reliant
on the coal economy to make a secure and just
transition to clean power and other economic
opportunities, ensuring that no one is left behind.

•

Enabling the delivery of SDG7, harnessing
centralised and decentralised clean energy
solutions to achieve universal access to
sustainable, affordable, modern energy by 2030,
increase energy efficiency, and maximise the wider
development benefits of the energy transition.

The SupportCCC II Project would like to express
its gratitude to the implementing organizations
of BMU-IKI supported projects in the country for
their continued support to come up with this
quarterly newsletter. Special thanks go to the
following projects:
o Ayesa Lamence, UN-Habitat Philippines,
BCRUPD Project
o Dolores Nuevas, GIZ E2RB Project
o Angel Uson, Rare Philippines, Fishing for
Climate Resilience Project
o Kristianne Jemi A. Santos, ICLEI
Southeast Asia Secretariat
o Jonna Ellaine Jordan, WWF Philippines,
Sustainable Diner Project
o Che Agot, WWF Philippines, FInRE-BXU
Project
o Joseph Eijansantos, WWF Philippines,
Taking Deforestation Out of Banks
Portfolios in Emerging Markets Project
o Kiko Velhagen, PCEPSDI, Sustainable
Tourism Value Chain Project
o Raquel Capio, GIZ, ProCoast Project

Read More
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Adaptation to the impacts of Climate Change

4th BMU-IKI Networking Workshop in the
Philippines convened online
By GIZ SupportCCC II Project

The International Climate Initiative (IKI) of the German
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation and Nuclear Safety (BMU) convened
online all its commissioned projects in the Philippines on
November 20 and 24 to maximize their impact through
sustained responsiveness to the country’s climate and
biodiversity goals, and to enhance their efficiency
through synergy.
This is the fourth time, since the IKI Networking
Workshop started in 2016, that the projects will convene
for such purposes, but the first time that they will do so
online due to COVID-19.
Around 115 participants joined the activity, including
German and Philippine government officials and staff
together with representatives from IKI project
implementers GIZ, UNDP, UN-Habitat, UN-FAO, UN
Environment, WWF, ICLEI, Rare, Earth Security Group,
Oasis LMF, OECD, ZSL, PEMSEA, and ICSC.

efforts in the new normal, including plans to align public
investments in climate change and environmental
protection with the government’s ‘We Recover as One’
Strategy for COVID-19 Response and Recovery. Key
BMU officials in turn presented Germany’s ‘Green
Recovery’ agenda and prospects for the Philippines
under IKI.
On November 24, the IKI projects implanting in the
Philippines discussed how to align their projects with the
post-pandemic plans of the Philippine government in
their sectors, and how to synergize their ‘Green
Recovery’ efforts.
The Philippines is a focus country of IKI, being one of
the countries in the world most vulnerable to the impacts
of climate change and one of the world’s 17
megadiverse countries.

Philippine Climate Change Commission (CCC) ViceChairperson and Executive Director Secretary
Emmanuel De Guzman and German Ambassador to the
Philippines Anke Reiffenstuel delivered the keynote
addresses underscoring the importance of the
sustaining
Philippine-German
cooperation
in
addressing the country’s climate and biodiversity
challenges amidst the current COVID-19 pandemic.

While the pandemic slowed down the country’s climate
and biodiversity actions, President Rodrigo Duterte, in
his speech at the High-Level Debate of the 75th UN
General Assembly this September, emphasized the
importance of addressing climate change as urgently as
the COVID-19 pandemic. This reinforces the earlier
pronouncement of the Cabinet Cluster on Climate
Change Adaptation, Mitigation and Disaster Risk
Reduction that addressing the climate emergency
remains a top priority amid the pandemic.

On November 20, officials of Philippines' CCC,
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) and National Economic and Development
Authority (NEDA) discussed plans to accelerate the
country’s climate action and biodiversity conservation

IKI supports the implementation of the Philippine
national climate change policy in four areas: mitigation
of greenhouse gas emissions, adaptation to the impacts
of climate change, conservation of natural carbon sinks
with a focus on reducing emissions from deforestation
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and forest degradation (REDD+), and conservation of
biodiversity. To date, IKI projects with the Philippines
exceed 63 million EUR in funding. In addition, the
Philippines participates in numerous IKI regional and
global projects in the four areas. IKI operates within the
framework of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD).
The GIZ-implemented project “Support to the
Philippines in Shaping and Implementing the
International Climate Change Regime (SupportCCC II)”,
IKI interface project in the Philippines, is the first point
of contact for all IKI implementing agencies in the
country. It also supports BMU in organizing regular
networking activities and information exchange among
IKI projects to enhance implementation and
cooperation.
IKI has funded more than 700 projects in over 120
countries worldwide with around 3.9 billion EUR. For
more information on IKI projects in the Philippines, you
can check-out these posters.

The first part, held last October 30 as prelude to World
Cities Day, highlighted the challenges and opportunities
on climate financing in the Philippines. The forum was
officially opened by Dr. Laura Oexle, Deputy Head of
Mission of the German Embassy in Manila.
“Sustainability-driven investments are the future,” she
said.
Part 2, held last November 17 and 19, provided the
venue for mayors and technical working groups of
BCRUPD’s five partner cities, the cities of Angeles,
CDO, Legazpi, Ormoc, and Tagum, to pitch their urban
plans and projects on climate resilience and green
recovery to potential investors. Having fully understood
the requirements for their projects to access climate
finance, the cities engaged in dialogues with national
government agencies and major financing institutions in
identifying existing gaps and solutions in city-level
climate-related finance.
The Investment Forum concluded last November 25,
coinciding with the 2020 National Climate Change
Consciousness Week. Part 3 focused on finance and
resilience lessons for climate-resilient green recovery
and on advocating investment support for local climate
actions, with resource speakers sharing their insights on
maximizing
land-based
financing
mechanisms,
championing sustainability in the financial system,
financing programs for climate change, and impact
investments, to name a few.
Following through the investment forum, the five cities
are now further detailing and fine-tuning their proposals
in collaboration with the BCRUPD team, CCC, and the
Department of Finance (DoF) to access climate finance.
Access presentations and session recordings here.

Urban Resilience Investment Forum 2020
strengthened cities’ climate finance
linkages
By UN-Habitat Philippines

The Urban Resilience Investment Forum 2020, a threepart virtual event led by the IKI-funded Building Climate
Resiliency Through Urban Plans and Designs
(BCRUPD) project, provided a strategic platform for
relevant stakeholders to discuss issues and identify
solutions in unlocking climate finance.
Co-organized with the Department of Human
Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD) and the
Climate Change Commission (CCC), the event
gathered 1,400 participants in its four-day run,
representing the local and national government,
international development organizations, academe,
local commercial and government banks, private
companies, and donor agencies.
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Rare receives additional support from
BMU for Green Recovery initiatives
By Rare Philippines

In November 2020, the German Federal Ministry for the
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety
(BMU) confirmed additional financial support to Rare’s
Fishing for Climate Resilience project through the
Corona Response Package.
Rare will implement Green Recovery initiatives that will
enable small-scale fisheries-based microenterprises in
Indonesia and the Philippines to integrate Ecosystembased Adaptation (EbA) measures and principles into
their businesses’ operations. Rare will also work with its
partners
in
strengthening
community-based
surveillance and reporting systems to help government
mitigate the anticipated increase in fishing pressure on
critical ecosystems.
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Rare and DA-BFAR collaborate to promote
Ecosystems-based Approach (EbA)
By Rare Philippines

In November 2020, Rare and the Department of
Agriculture - Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources (DA-BFAR) held the first trainers’ training for
the blended delivery of the Fisheries Management
Areas (FMAs) module.
FMAs are delineated bodies of waters in the country that
were established based on range and distribution of fish
stocks. These areas follow the Ecosystems-based
Approach to Fisheries Management and apply sciencebased strategies and participatory governance,
replacing the previous practice of managing fisheries
resources based on regional and political jurisdiction.
The managed access and reserve areas identified and
established by local partners and communities under
Rare’s Fishing for Climate Resilience project are part of
the FMAs.
Rare and DA-BFAR co-designed the training module
which explains the importance of FMAs and stresses
how local government units and fishers can improve not
just livelihoods but also climate resilience by managing
their fishing grounds through EbA strategies like marine
protected areas and sustainable fishing practices. The
module will be rolled out nationwide in 2021.

From an Illegal Fisher to a Protector of the
Ocean: A Local Fisher’s Tale
By Rare Philippines

In 2015, Rare started its community-based coastal
fisheries program in the Municipality of Del Carmen in
Surigao del Norte province to encourage coastal
communities to adopt responsible fishing behaviors.
Using a bottom-up participatory approach, Rare worked
with local partners to target the attitudes and behaviors
of fishers, fish buyers and traders, community members,
and local governments to conserve the marine habitats.
Henry Sammy Jaril is one of the local fishers who
actively participated in the community consultations.
There, he learned about the importance of respecting
fishing regulations (“fish in the right place with the right
gear at the right time”) in yielding healthier fishing
populations and the valuable role they play as smallscale fishers in protecting the fishing grounds. Inspired
by these messages, Henry -- who used to fish using
dynamite inside municipal waters -- joined the Bantay
Dagat (“Sea Patrol”) in 2017. Bantay Dagat are
community-based volunteer organizations that work
with local governments in protecting the country’s
marine resources.
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Henry stands in front of the municipal waters that he and other
members of the Bantay Dagat regularly patrol.

Henry knows the risks of being a member of Bantay
Dagat. “Some people would threaten us and ask us why
we are going after illegal fishers. Some even said, “We
will shoot you. We will stab you. We will kill you!” One of
our colleagues was even hunted down. They strafed
her house,” he recounted in an interview last November.
Despite these risks, Henry perseveres with his work. “I
will continue to be a Bantay Dagat because the work
that I do is for the good of the people who depend on
our sea for their livelihood. When we started
implementing the municipal ordinances, the condition of
our marine resources improved a lot. We now see more
fish in the waters and the corals are healthier. There are
fewer incidents of illegal fishing, too. Before, we used to
have around 500 illegal fishers engaging in compressor
fishing. Now, most of them are using legal fishing
gears,” he shares.
By protecting their municipal waters, the Bantay Dagat
helps secure the main food source of their communities,
enabling them to cope with unexpected external shocks
such as the COVID19 pandemic that continues to cause
widespread hunger in other communities. In Del
Carmen, “There was no need to distribute canned foods
as relief assistance to our families. We had plenty of
fresh seafood to harvest in our waters. We only provided
rice to the families,” said Alfredo Coro II, vice mayor of
the municipality.
Henry and the rest of the Bantay Dagat are aware that
aside from the pandemic, other challenges such as
climate change, pollution, overfishing, and biodiversity
loss continue to threaten their marine resources. He
calls on people to support their conservation efforts.
“You know how much our marine resources have
improved and how these have helped us over the years.
I hope you will support the people who have been trying
to conserve the resources,” Henry continues.
Responding to this call, the local government of Del
Carmen with the support of Rare will train the Bantay
Dagat on GPS reading, deputation, adjudication, and
other skills to improve monitoring and reporting of
fisheries violations. Surveillance systems and plans will
be enhanced to help address the anticipated increase in
fishing violations during this pandemic. This initiative is
one of the complementary green recovery initiatives
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supported by BMU/IKI under the Fishing for Climate
Resilience project of Rare.

New Rare Knowledge Products
By Rare Philippines

Henry is just one of the many former illegal fishers in his
community who have adopted responsible fishing
behaviors and are now active guardians of their marine
habitats. He shares the reason behind this change. “I
have six children. They love watching the corals
especially when they see Nemo (clownfish). We
continue to do our work because we want the future
generations to see the beauty of the ocean. We want
our children to still have plenty of fish to catch in the
future.” (Interview with Henry was translated from the
local language to English.)
Sa Fish May Forever is a podcast (in Filipino) on the
importance of small-scale fisheries to climate change
adaptation of coastal communities. It contains episodes
on climate change, sustainable fishing behaviors,
marine protected areas, financial resilience, and food
security.

Bantay Dagat in the Municipality of Del Carmen, Surigao del Norte,
caught illegal fishers as they continued monitoring their fishing
grounds during the Covid-19 lockdown.

Roll-out of the workshop on Network of
Marine Reserve Design

The
CCVA
guidance
presents two options for
assessing climate change
vulnerability: a high-level
regional
approach
for
comparing
vulnerability
across larger areas, and a
detailed local approach for
exploring the specific drivers
of vulnerability unique to
each location. The paring of
top-down and bottom-up
approaches provides guidance on where actions should
be focused regionally and locally by understanding the
drivers, factors, and opportunities to minimize the
climate impacts.

By Rare Philippines

From February to March 2021, Rare together with its
local partners and communities in 17 municipalities
across Visayas and Mindanao will conduct a series of
workshops to design networks of marine reserves.
Fisheries data, climate science, and local knowledge
will be used to designate areas that are off limits to
fishing and areas where local fishers would receive
exclusive rights to fish sustainably inside municipal
waters. These networks ultimately aim to sustain
ecosystem functions and increase communities’
resilience to climate change.
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This guide, “Enhancing
Nationally
Determined
Contributions : Opportunities
for Ocean-based Climate
Action” complements the
overarching
guide,
Enhancing NDCs: A Guide
to Strengthening National
Climate Plans by 2020
(Fransen et al. 2019), as a
sector module. It assists
countries in enhancing their
climate goals with clearer and more tangible oceanbased mitigation and adaptation targets, policies, and
measures. The guide also provides relevant insights
into options for a sustainable blue recovery to COVID19,
with a focus on delivering on the Paris Agreement and
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
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Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA)
exchanges with Ilog-Hilabangan River
Basin partners initiated
By GIZ E2RB Project

As part of the awareness and capacity building strategy
of the EbA in 2 River Basins (E2RB) Project, a series of
online EbA exchanges with Ilog-Hilabangan River Basin
(IHRB) partners at the Negros Island IHRB, two
Management Council meetings and a Technical
Working Group (TWG) meeting were held in November
and December 2020, reaching more than 40 individuals.
The first EbA exchange discussed the E2RB Project,
highlighting the context, scope and expected outcomes.
The second session centered on the EbA concept and
its application in river basins. The Friends of EBA
framework, including videos produced by IUCN and the
GIZ Global EbA mainstreaming project, were also
presented to the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) and local government unit
(LGU) representatives. It is aimed to help them
understand how EbA is different from the usual resource
management activities, and eventually, how to integrate
EbA into their regular activities at the national and local
levels. These concepts were presented again during the
TWG meeting, targeting LGU members.
Despite technical and connectivity challenges, the
E2RB Project managed to work closely with the DENR
regional and provincial offices in finding opportunities for
advocacy and dialogue to pursue EbA among river
basin stakeholders. As a result of the exchanges, the
following topics were being considered for the upcoming
sessions: 1. application of a climate and ecosystems
lens in environment and natural resources management
and risk assessment; 2. scope and limitations of Naturebased solutions/EbA; 3. ecosystem services valuation;
4. water quality monitoring.

Negros Island Ilog-Hilabangan Management Council online meeting
hosted by the DENR Community Environment and Natural Resources
Office Kabankalan City.

DENR Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Officer
Edgardo M. Rostata giving his opening remarks at the online meeting
of the IHRB Management Council on 4 November 2020.

The E2RB Project works with DENR to implement EbA
measures in the Ilog-Hilabangan and Tagum-Libuganon
river basins and to create awareness on ecosystem
services values and EbA among national and local
stakeholders.
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Mitigation Efforts

WWF-Philippines’ December 17 webinar, “Sustainable Finance and
Energy: The Basics,” looked at the roll banks and financial
institutions play in building a sustainable energy future. Photograph
© WWF-Philippines

Banks and financial institutions play
crucial role in building a sustainable
energy future
By WWF Philippines

On the 17th of December, representatives from the
financial sector and the power industry, from civil society
organizations, the chamber of commerce, and public
servants from national and local governments alike
convened for a webinar organized by the World Wide
Fund for Nature (WWF) Philippines on the role of banks
and financial institutions in building a sustainable future.
The webinar, entitled “Sustainable Finance and Energy:
The Basics,” convened partners from WWF-Philippines’
Financing and Integrating Renewable Energy Project in
Butuan City (FInRE-BXU) Project together with
representatives from the finance sector. The webinar
was held in collaboration with WWF-Philippines’
Sustainable Finance team.
FInRE-BXU looks to put renewable energy to use in
addressing gaps in Butuan City’s power supply. The
project sees banks and other financial institutions as key
players in addressing gaps toward a sustainable energy
future, through funding renewable energy and energy
efficiency projects in places like Butuan City.
The webinar was designed to help energy stakeholders
understand the opportunities presented by sustainable
finance practices in paving a future for sustainable
energy. Financing tools such as green bonds – a bond
that requires positive environmental outcomes
alongside financial returns – are available to fuel
renewable energy projects in places like Butuan City.
The sustainable finance market is currently worth
trillions of dollars, and is ready to power development
projects across the globe.
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Partners from WWF-Philippines’ Financing and Integrating
Renewable Energy in Butuan City (FInRE-BXU) Project. The project
brings together members of the public in a joint venture with the
Department of Energy, as they explore renewable energy options for
their home city. Photograph © WWF-Philippines

“Sustainable finance is the bridge. You drive funding by
using sustainable finance as a tool to convince investors
that if they invest in sustainable energy, they are not
only investing in the greater good, but they will see good
returns,” said WWF-Philippines Sustainable Finance
Engagement Officer Atty. Diosie Claine Avelino.
Numerous studies place the Philippines as being among
the countries most vulnerable to changing climates. The
2015 Paris Agreement committed world leaders to keep
global climate change below 1.5 degrees Celsius for the
sake of countries like the Philippines.
As part of the 1.5 degree commitment is a shift towards
sustainable energy – which the financial sector can help
make happen.
“We see a strong interest from banks to issue bonds to
finance particularly renewable energy. These banks
have been rated favorably,” said WWF-Philippines
Sustainable Finance Chief of Party Ed Tongson.
According to Tongson, interest has grown across the
globe for financing renewable energy projects in
countries like the Philippines.
Tongson and Avelino also stressed the importance of
stakeholders working together to realize sustainable
energy goals. While financial institutions can provide the
cash support to bring projects to fruition, it is up to the
energy sector and the Philippine public to conceptualize
them and see them through to completion.
“It is our duty to make sure that every penny we put in
is spent not just for our communities, but for all of
humanity on the whole. This is a chance for all of us to
reset and to invest in sustainable and resilient projects
and financing,” added Avelino.
FInRE-BXU expects interest in green developments in
Butuan City to grow over the coming years. The project
works to persuade financial institutions to provide
funding for these developments.

17

“Our project foresees more households and local
businesses to begin employing renewable energy and
energy efficiency as part of their own sustainability
journeys. This is certainly welcome, but it is important
that we also provide them with options for financial
access, so that they turn these wishes into actionable
results,” shared WWF-Philippines FInRE-BXU Project
Manager Cheerylyn Agot.
As the FInRE-BXU project continues in Butuan City,
WWF-Philippines remains committed to a low-carbon
future. With the financial sector sparking renewable
energy projects across the country, hope shines bright
for a sustainable tomorrow.

Finalization of the City Promise of Pasig
for a low emission development future
By ICLEI SEAS

The Ambitious City Promises (ACP) project reaches a
significant milestone as it leads to the Finalization of the
City Promise of Pasig (low emission development
strategies). ICLEI World Secretariat, East Asia
Secretariat, and Southeast Asia Secretariat as well as
the Seoul Metropolitan Government (SMG) and
members of the Global Project Advisory Group (GPAG)
delivered their feedback to the draft City Promise of
Pasig. The constructive feedback received were
complemented by an enhanced and refined document
through a series of write-shop consultations with the
Pasig City Climate Core Team and ICLEI. Ensuring that
these strategies identified ambitious yet realistic
greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction targets, financing
landscape, and monitoring & evaluation plan that are
consistent with national and international frameworks.
The City Promise of Pasig is envisioned to progress
towards developing a sustainable model city. ICLEI and
the Climate Core Team seek to advocate for city council
adoption of the City Promise of Pasig characterized by
being ambitious, inclusive, cross-cutting, actionable,
measurable, and verifiable.
As a concrete implementation of the City Promise, IKI
approved the implementation of Pasig City’s
infrastructure and soft measure pilot projects
showcasing green building solutions that potentially
contribute to GHG emissions reduction and a behavioral
change pilot project demonstration to induce behavioral
change among Pasigueños especially the youth. More
information on its developments will be available on
ICLEI SEAS’ website soon.

Everyone Can Be a Food Hero
By WWF Philippines

WWF-Philippines joins World Food Day 2020
World Food Day is celebrated every October 16 in honor
of the founding date of the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations. This year’s
theme, “Grow, Nourish, Sustain. Together. Our Actions
are our Future” calls for global solidarity in doing our part
to make food sustainable and accessible for all.
The COVID-19 pandemic has made us take a step back
and develop a deeper appreciation for one of our most
basic needs: food. Food is essential for our overall wellbeing and survival. Keeping our bodies and minds
healthy and strong through accessible, safe, and
nutritious food is of utmost importance during this
pandemic.
WWF-Philippines organized a participatory video and
photo contest called #IAmAFoodHero, where everyone
is encouraged to join and post their answer to the
question, “What can I do to be a Food Hero?”. Several
winners were selected as Food Heroes and awarded
with exciting prizes.
The Sustainable Diner Project also launched a
collaboration video with advocacy partners, where they
sent their own videos talking about how they practice
being a food hero in their community. Watch the video
on Youtube!
We can be all food heroes by doing these simple steps:
1) Buying locally grown and seasonal crops, 2) Eating
nutritious and diverse food, 3) Growing your own food,
4) Avoiding leftovers and reducing food waste, 5)
Keeping your food safe, and 6) Encouraging others to
be a food hero too.
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For more information:
● Read the full article about the importance of being
a food hero: bit.ly/foodhero2020
● Read and learn from our food heroes themselves:
bit.ly/FoodHeroes2020

Park Inn by Radisson Iloilo moves to
monitor sustainability through Resource
Efficiency Tool
By PCEPSDI

As part of SM Hotel and Convention Corporation’s
(SMHCC) 5-year sustainability plan. some of its hotels
have stepped up to become pilots in monitoring their
respective establishments’ resource efficiency and
carbon footprint using the Resource Efficiency (RE)
Tool of the Transforming Tourism Value Chains (TVC)
project.
On September 15, 2020, Park Inn by Radisson Iloilo
was capacitated in learning to monitor their carbon
footprint. They were introduced to the interface of the
and were trained on how to encode their data.

Implementation of national roadmap for
sustainable tourism in the PH outlined
By PCEPSDI

In October 23, 2020, the proposed strategy for the
implementation of the Roadmap for Low-Carbon and
Resource Efficient Tourism in the Philippines was
presented during the 11th Philippine Stakeholders
Advisory Group (PSTAG) of the Transforming Tourism
Value Chains (TVC) project held virtual via Zoom.
Other TVC Project initiatives were laid out , including the
integration of sustainability and environmental
considerations into current health and safety guidelines
for accommodation and MICE establishments. Possible
collaborations and activities in the pursuit of
implementing the Roadmap and sustainable tourism
recovery in the country were also discussed. In addition,
the PSTAG were given updates on the project’s
activities such as recent and upcoming trainings, and
new publications like the outline of performance reports
for hotels and MICE, and recommendations on how to
tackle plastic pollution in the tourism sector during
COVID-19 recovery.
The PSTAG members present were representatives
from the Philippine Department of Tourism (DOT), the
Philippine Association
of Convention/Exhibition
Organizers and Suppliers (PACEOS), the Climate
Change Commission (CCC), the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources - Environmental
Management Bureau (DENR-EMB), the Chamber of
Commerce of the Philippine Islands (CCPI), De La Salle
- College of Saint Benilde (DLS-CSB), and the
Philippine Center for Environmental Protection and
Sustainable Development (PCEPSDI).
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Interested Hotels and MICE establishments who would
like to know more about the project and how they can
calculate, monitor, and analyze their greenhouse gas
emissions and resource consumption can contact
Mr. Kiko Velhagen, Project Officer at
kiko.velhagen@pcepsdi.org.ph.

TVC encourages the youth to practice
sustainable tourism
By PCEPSDI

Strategies for sustainable tourism, such as food waste
management and resource efficiency, were discussed
virtually at three academic institutions in 2020:
Southville International School and Colleges (October
15), Far Eastern University’s Virtual Seminar on
Sustainability in Tourism and Hospitality (November
25), and St. Joseph’s Academy (December 11).
The TVC project, represented by Project Officer Mr.
Kiko Velhagen and Project Assistant Ms. Andrea Go,
also shared the project’s experiences in implementing
such strategies with different kinds of stakeholders, from
government officials and key industry players to
consumers and tourists. They also imparted knowledge
on what actions students can already do, at home, at
school and in their future careers, to practice
sustainability.

Hospitality and foodservice sectors look
to plant-based menus for health and
environment
By PCEPSDI

From October 28-29, 2020, the Philippine Center for
Environmental
Protection
and
Sustainable
Development, Inc. (PCEPSDI) together with the
Humane Society International (HSI), organized the
second online training for tourism stakeholders entitled
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Plastic Upcycling and Waste Management” was also
hosted on December 15, 2020. Secretary Bernadette
Romulo-Puyat from the Department of Tourism also
showed her support by welcoming the participants and
delivering the opening remarks, stating that “with so
many of our sights being close to the water, we must
restart and revive our campaign to save our Spots and
protect them from plastic pollution.”

Low-Carbon Menus: Plant-based Culinary Training for
the Hospitality Sector.
The training highlighted the importance of switching to
more plant-based dishes in lessening the carbon
footprint.

Speakers from Clean our Oceans Project (CoOp) and
World Wide Fund for Nature - Philippines (WWFPhilippines) then enlightened participants about existing
plastic waste management issues in the country, and
how these pose a threat to the country’s marine
biodiversity and conservation. They also showed how
the COVID-19 pandemic has been affecting such issues
and introduced ways on how tourism businesses can
operate more responsibly and minimize unnecessary
usage of disposable plastic packaging during the
pandemic.
Read More
Tips on How to Travel Safely without Single-Use Plastics

PCEPSDI and HSI introduced to hotel and restaurant
managers and event organizers the basic principles of
meat reduction and animal welfare; to discuss how
plant-based diets and menus can have a positive
environmental impact, and how proper nutrition can be
integrated in a plant-based diet. HSI also brought in
plant-based chefs to teach and demonstrate to hotel
and restaurant chefs and food caterers how to create
meat alternatives, and egg and dairy-free dishes.
Read More

Beating plastic pollution from the tourism
sector
By PCEPSDI

The Department of Tourism, through its sustainability
campaign Save Our Spots, has collaborated with the
PCEPSDI, through the TVC project, in cooperation with
UNEP, launched an awareness campaign to reduce
single use plastics in the tourism sector while keeping in
mind health and safety protocols.
The campaign was targeted for three key audiences in
mind: hotel managers and procurement officers, hotel
staff, and tourists and guests. It seeks to encourage the
mindset that reduction of unnecessary plastic
packaging is possible, while ensuring the health and
safety of hotel staff and guests, by developing robust
sanitization procedures, promoting digital and
contactless transactions, and inviting guests to be part
of the change.
To further encourage the hospitality sector to take action
on plastic pollution amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, a
training webinar entitled “Responsible Tourism through
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Tips on How to Reduce Single-Use Plastics in Hotels
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REDD+ News
Chief of Party Edgardo Tongson highlighted the need
for alignment among standard-setters and report
preparers, and the opportunity to meet increasingly
sophisticated investor expectations on sustainability.
Further, the Circular reflects global trends in the
development of regulatory frameworks to integrate
sustainability and protect against such systemic risks,
WWF Vice President Sylvain Augoyard said. Philippine
banks were also invited to join the Principles for
Responsible Banking by UNEP Finance Initiative Yuki
Yasui.

The forum, "From New Normal to Better Normal: What's in it for
Banks?", was hosted by the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)
Philippines and the Bankers Association of the Philippines (BAP), in
order to share a framework that would better prepare the industry
against future systemic risks to financial stability.

From New Normal To Better Normal:
What's In It For Banks?
By WWF Philippines

The framework for a better normal, enabled by
sustainable finance, has been laid down.
The World Wide Fund for Nature and the Bankers
Association of the Philippines hosted a CEO Forum,
“From New Normal to Better Normal: What’s in it for
Banks?” with a focus on supervisory expectations and
ways forward by the banking sector with the BSP
issuance of the Sustainable Finance Framework, under
Circular No. 1085.

Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) Governor Benjamin Diokno gave
the keynote address at the Forum, followed by BSP Deputy
Governor Chuchi Fonacier in presenting the new Sustainable
Finance Framework.

The Association took its first foray into sustainable
finance with WWF as early as 2018, via a peer learning
exchange with the Association of Banks in Singapore
and the ASEAN Bankers Association (ABA), BAP
Second Vice President and Treasurer, and Metrobank
President Fabian Dee said.
The Framework, issued during stringent lockdowns in
Metro Manila due to COVID-19, is viewed by the BSP
as a key, timely contribution towards foresight and
mitigation by the banking industry of future systemic
risks, e.g. COVID-19 and climate change, that are
detrimental to financial stability.

Mr. Fabian Dee, BAP Second Vice President and Metropolitan Bank
and Trust Company President, recounted the beginning of BAP's
partnership with WWF-Philippines for the attending local banks during
the forum.

Despite the economy’s forecasted contraction due to
restrictions in movement and dampened consumer
spending, BSP Governor Benjamin Diokno pointed to
the country’s strong position pre-pandemic. Alongside
the Circular, Gov. Diokno announced sustainable
central banking as one of BSP’s new strategic
objectives, and its intent to be member of the Central
Banks and Supervisors Network for Greening the
Financial System.
Given the range of internationally accepted
sustainability frameworks, WWF Sustainable Finance

Newsletter | BMU-IKI in the Philippines

Mr. Edgardo Tongson, WWF Sustainable Finance Chief of Party,
emphasized the importance of WWF's framework in helping identify
the areas of support needed by local banks to meet demands on
sustainability.
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Biodiversity and Climate Change
For further queries and submission of nominations, you
may contact MangroveAwards@zsl.org or
mpa.support.network@gmail.com. Download the
nomination forms at www.natmancon.com, deadline for
submission is on February 28, 2021.

Call for Nominations for the Best
Mangrove Award 2021
By GIZ ProCoast Project

The GIZ Procoast project and the Zoological Society of
London-Philippines launched last February 2, 2021 the
Best Mangrove Awards (BMA) 2021 as a special
category at the Para El Mar-Marine Protected Area
Awards and Recognition. In coordination with the MPA
Support Network, the search for awardees for 2021 has
started.
The national-level award for the best mangrove
management gives recognition to organizations,
communities and LGUs with best practices in mangrove
conservation, rehabilitation and protection. This will
further strengthen and sustain efforts towards
management of this valuable resource. This award will
contribute to the public awareness of the importance of
coastal
greenbelt
forest
establishment
and
management in response to a changing climate.
The minimum requirements for nominations are as
follows:
• Locally-managed mangrove protected areas,
excluding National Integrated Protected Areas
System (NIPAS) sites
• At least 10 hectares of mangroves managed
• At least 3 years of management
• Documentation of protection and management
In 2019, the first Best Mangrove Award was given to the
Municipality of Del Carmen, Siargao Province for their
innovative efforts in the conservation of 8,600 hectares
of mangrove forest.
The BMA 2021 is supported by the GIZ "Sustainable
Coastal Protection through Biodiversity Conservation in
Coastal Ecosystems affected by Typhoons in the
Philippines" (ProCoast Project).

Newsletter | BMU-IKI in the Philippines

GIZ ProCoast supports Round Table
Discussions on Abandoned, Underutilized
and Undeveloped (AUU) Fishponds
By GIZ ProCoast Project

Together with the DENR - Biodiversity Management
Bureau (DENR-BMB), the GIZ ProCoast Project and the
Zoological Society of London-Philippines supported a
series of round table policy discussions (blended online
and in-person meetings) on Abandoned, Underutilized
and Undeveloped (AUU) Fishponds and the creation of
an Inter-Agency Technical Working Group (IATWG) to
address policy issues of the AUU fishponds in relation
to Fishpond Lease Agreements (FLAs).
This series of discussions is part of the output of the
recently concluded 4th National Mangrove Conference
last November 2020. The follow-up meetings were led
by the DENR-BMB and DA-BFAR as part of their
convergence initiative to resolve issues related to the
AUU fishponds, fishpond management, and mangrove
conservation in the country.
One of the agreements reached during these
discussions was the inclusion of other relevant
stakeholders in the IATWG, such as those in the civil
society organizations and academe working on
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mangrove rehabilitation and conservation initiatives. It
was also agreed to resolve data and mapping
inconsistencies of the inventory of FLAs in the country.
The discussions also revolved around issues on the
various tenurial instruments involving fishponds. For
example, it was mentioned that a recent field study of
fishponds in selected Bohol and Iloilo towns showed
that a high number of fishponds are being operated
through a Certificate of Tax Declaration issued by the
LGUs and not covered by proper Fishpond Lease
Agreements. Practices such as these is one of the
causes for the conversion of mangrove forests to
fishponds.
Technical and policy concerns were discussed as
contributions to the DENR Coastal and Marine
Ecosystems Management Program (CMEMP) where it
targets to conserve and rehabilitate mangrove forests in
coordination with the BFAR for AUU areas. The GIZ
"Sustainable Coastal Protection through Biodiversity
Conservation in Coastal Ecosystems affected by
Typhoons in the Philippines" (ProCoast Project)
supports the DENR CMEMP.

Enhancing Marine Protected Areas in
Bohol and Aklan Provinces
By GIZ ProCoast Project

The GIZ ProCoast project is currently collaborating with
the provincial government of Bohol in their coastal
resource management program led by Governor Arthur
Yap. ProCoast provided technical support in the conduc
of underwater survey and management planning
workshops in selected 13 MPAs since November 2020.
This effort was led by the Bohol Environment
Management Office with technical support from the
Bohol Island State University, DENR, DA BFAR, GIZ
and the Zoological Society of London Philippines. The
Bohol Integrated Development Foundation and
PROCESS-Bohol provided technical and logistical
support in the conduct of the series of workshops and
field activities with local grants provided by the project.

Community Savings for Coastal Protection
Promoted by ProCoast in the Visayas
By GIZ ProCoast Project

The GIZ Procoast Project and the Zoological Society of
London (ZSL)-Philippines enhanced the Community
Savings and Credit Association (CoMSCA) manual,
integrating funds to support environmental projects.
CoMSCA is a standard grassroot-based savings
mechanism that allows the members of a community to
form groups to set up and manage their own savings
and credit system. The enhancement of the manual is
based on the ZSL experiences with the ideal Marine
Protected Area (iMPA) project in Concepcion, Iloilo.
Through the iMPA and ProCoast Project, the CoMSCA
module was enhanced by setting up funds for
environmental projects
A community in Brgy. Tambaliza, Concepcion raised
their own funds from the CoMSCA Environmental Fund
to purchase a patrol boat for the law enforcement
activity within their Marine Protected Area. Other
CoMSCA groups used their savings to support local
micro-enterprises, scholarships and emergency funds.
Due to the pandemic, the CoMSCA training course has
been rolled-out as a blended training course with face
to face and online versions in Panay and Negros,
covering a total of 110 community members, local
government and NGO representatives. This capacity
building intervention will complement the efforts in
empowering the communities with regards to the
protection, conservation and rehabilitation of mangrove
forests and coral reefs.
The development of training manuals is supported by
the GIZ "Sustainable Coastal Protection through
Biodiversity Conservation in Coastal Ecosystems
affected by Typhoons in the Philippines" (ProCoast
Project).

While in Ibajay, Aklan, three Marine Protected Areas
namely: Tangalan MPA, Aquino Ondoy and
Bugtongbato Fish Sanctuaries have conducted the
initial workshop to update their MPA management plans
led by the Office of the Provincial Agriculture last 28-29
January 2021. The Katunggan it Ibajay Mangrove
Ecopark is part of the Bugtongbato MPA and one of the
Centers of Learning in the region.
Through the establishment of Marine Protected Areas,
abandoned fishpond reversion to mangrove forests, and
the creation of mangrove ecoparks, GIZ and ZSL
supports the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem
Restoration 2021–2030. These initiatives provide
models and encouragement for the governments to take
steps to restore degraded and destroyed ecosystems,
contributing to efforts to combat climate change, protect
and conserve biodiversity, and to secure food and water
supply.
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