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POLICY HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• Philippines launched Sustainable Finance Framework. The Philippines has established its 

Sustainable Finance Framework to support its sustainability commitments. Read more.  
 

• Robert Borje named new Climate Change Commission vice chair. President Rodrigo Roa Duterte 

has named Chief of Presidential Protocol and Presidential Assistant on Foreign Affairs Undersecretary 

Robert Borje as the new vice chairperson and commissioner of the Climate Change Commission. Read 

more.  
 

• New DENR chief vows to build on environmental gains under Cimatu's leadership. The new chief 

of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has commended former Secretary 

Roy A. Cimatu's work and committed to continue his major environmental programs and projects until the 

end of President Rodrigo Roa Duterte's term. Read more. 
 

• Dominguez to clean energy firms: Access capital markets in aiding government efforts vs climate 

change. Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez III called on clean energy companies Tuesday to follow 

the pioneering move of Citicore Energy Real Estate Investment Trust Corp. (C-REIT) in accessing the 

capital markets to fund green investments that will complement ongoing government efforts to help save 

the planet from the devastating effects of climate change. Read more. 
 

• CCC launched compilation book of local climate adaptation and mitigation initiatives.  The Climate 

Change Commission (CCC) recently released a handbook featuring climate change adaptation and 

mitigation programs of various local communities in the Philippines. Read more. 
 

• DENR pushes for new global plastics resolution in UN environment forum. The Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) pushed for a new resolution on a legally binding global 

agreement to address plastic pollution during the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA 5.2) held 

from February 28 to March 2. Read more.  
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https://www.dof.gov.ph/the-republic-of-the-philippines-launches-inaugural-sustainable-finance-framework/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1169681?msclkid=8fc83355b57111ecbbc417ea371f9efa
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1169681?msclkid=8fc83355b57111ecbbc417ea371f9efa
https://www.denr.gov.ph/index.php/news-events/press-releases?start=35
https://www.dof.gov.ph/dominguez-to-clean-energy-firms-access-capital-markets-in-aiding-government-efforts-vs-climate-change/
https://climate.gov.ph/news/662
https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/03/20/denr-pushes-for-new-global-plastics-resolution-in-un-environment-forum
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IKI PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• Mainstreaming EbA measures in coastal fisheries five-year plan. Rare’s inputs on climate change, 
green recovery, and EbA were included in the recently launched Comprehensive National Fisheries 
Industry Development Plan 2021-2025 of the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources. 
 

• Strengthening local surveillance of municipal waters. Under the Corona Response Package of the 
German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear Safety, Rare worked 
with government agencies to strengthen local surveillance and reporting capacities and systems in 
Camotes Island in Cebu.   
 

• The E2RB Project convened its first Project Management Committee meeting for 2022 in Davao 
City. The Ecosystem-based adaptation in River Basins (E2RB) Project held its 2022 1st semester 
Project Management Committee (PMC) meeting on 9-10 March 2022 at the Waterfront Insular Hotel, 
Davao City. 
 

• The National River Basin Summit kicked-off the celebration of the 2022 World Water Day. On 15-
16 March 2022, the DENR River Basin Control Office (RBCO) with support from the E2RB Project, 
organised the National River Basin Summit with the theme of “Groundwater: making the invisible, 
visible”. 
 

• The E2RB Project conducted a 2-day Open Data Kit (ODK) training for DENR national staff. The 
Ecosystem-based Adaptation in 2 River Basins (E2RB) in the Philippines Project held a face-to-face 
training on “Digital Spatial Data Collection using Open-Source Tools” on 23-24 February 2022 at the 
Timberland Highlands Resort, San Mateo, Rizal. 
 

• Inclusion, accessibility pushed as DHSUD advances resilience framework. Dr. Mata pushed that 
inclusion and accessibility for persons with disabilities be included in the government’s Resilient and 
Green Human Settlements Framework (RGHSF) jointly spearheaded by the Department of Human 
Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD) and the Climate Change Commission (CCC). 
 

• COOL LAB is now in the Philippines. In preparation for the second phase of the of Cool Contributions 
fighting Climate in the Philippines or C4 II, GIZ together with other implementing partners working on the 
theme of climate-friendly cooling established COOL LAB PH, an informal exchange network which 
seeks collaboration among cooling projects implemented in the Philippines. 
 

• Regional Policy Network on Sustainable Infrastructure. On 25-26 April, SIPA hosted the 6th Meeting 
of the OECD Southeast Asia Regional Programme (SEARP)’s Regional Policy Network on Sustainable 
Infrastructure in Manila. 
 

• Establishing a sustainable freight transport roadmap in the Philippines. On 26 and 27 April, the 
International Transport Forum (ITF) and the Department of Transportation (DOTr) in the Philippines 
organized a project launch and stakeholder consultation workshop titled “Decarbonising Pathways for 
Freight Transport in the Philippines”. 
 

• Clean Energy and Finance Mobilization Programme. The Philippines’ CEFIM Programme proceeded 
to the creation of governance bodies to pilot and oversee the development of its Clean Energy Finance 
and Investment Roadmap of the Philippines.  
 

• National energy needs of the Philippines best powered by renewable energy. Earlier this year, the 
Philippine Department of Energy (DOE) and CASE conducted an impact study in support of a draft 
Department Circular declaring all geothermal, biomass and hydro plants as preferential dispatch in the 
Wholesale Electricity Spot Market (WESM). 
 

• Keeping up Coastal Protection Efforts While Rebuilding from Odette. The partners of 15 Local 
Government Units (LGU) in Bohol committed to pursuing the implementation of coastal protection 
measures they adopted from the ProCoast Centers of Learning (CoLs), after typhoon Odette hit the 
region in December 2021 and activities were halted. 
 

• Behavior Change Campaigns for Conservation Under Way. Implementation of behaviour change 
campaigns, based on the Social Marketing for Conservation Manual, is one of the good practices for 
coastal protection showcased in the ProCoast Centers of Learning (CoLs). 
 

• Katunggan It Ibajay, Aklan is now open. Katunggan It Ibajay (KII), Aklan re-opened its doors to the 
public last January 21, 2022. 
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GENERAL NEWS IN THE PHILIPPINES

 
Philippines launched Sustainable Finance 
Framework 
 
The Republic of the Philippines (“ROP”) has established 
its Sustainable Finance Framework (“Framework”) to 
support its sustainability commitments. The Framework 
sets out how the ROP intends to raise Green, Social or 
Sustainability Bonds, Loans, and other debt instruments 
in the international capital markets. 
 
The framework marks an important milestone for ROP’s 
sustainability journey and the Philippine sustainable 
finance market more broadly. 
 
With this Framework, and any financing under this 
Framework that may follow, ROP intends to contribute 
to the development of the Sustainable Financing market 
domestically in the Philippines. The Framework lays out 
the process that will be used to ensure transparency 
and disclosure of the use of proceeds, as well as the 
expected environmental and social impact of eligible 
green and social projects, in keeping with international 
best practices. 
 
Proceeds raised under this Framework will be used to 
support projects that reflect the Philippines’ commitment 
toward Sustainable Development and the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (“UN SDGs”), 
in line with the Philippine Development Plan (“PDP”) 
2017-2022 and Public Investment Program (“PIP”) 
2017-2022. 
 
The issuance of Sustainable Financing Instruments will 
additionally support ROP’s climate change 
commitments under the National Framework Strategy 
on Climate Change (“NFSCC”), including the ROP’s 
Nationally Determined Contribution (“NDC”) in 
accordance with Decision 1/CP.21 of the Conference of 
Parties of the UNFCCC, which has the objective to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 75% by 2030. 
 

Read More 
 

 
 

Robert Borje named Climate Change 
Commission vice chair 
 
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte has named Chief of 
Presidential Protocol and Presidential Assistant on 
Foreign Affairs Undersecretary Robert Borje as the new 
vice chairperson and commissioner of the Climate 
Change Commission. 
 
Photos released by the Palace on March 9 showed 
Duterte administering Borje’s oath at the Malacañang 
Golf (Malago) Clubhouse in Malacañang Park. 
 
He will serve for a term of six years. 
 
 

 
 
In November 2021, Borje was conferred with the Gawad 
Mabini with the Rank of Dakilang Kamanong (Grand 
Cross) which is given to Filipinos who have rendered 
distinguished foreign service or helped promote the 
interests and prestige of the Philippines abroad. 
 
Borje, a foreign service officer, previously served at the 
Philippine Embassy in Washington, D.C. and the 
Philippine Mission to the United Nations in New York. 
 
Before his appointment as Chief of Presidential 
Protocol, he has been serving as Assistant Chief of 
Presidential Protocol since 2016. 
 
Borje also worked at the Office of the President’s 
Mindanao Economic Development Council, now the 
Mindanao Development Authority. 
 
He was formerly a news desk editor and anchor for 
ABS-CBN Davao and live correspondent and producer 
for TV Patrol Manila and ABS-CBN News Channel. 
 
Read More 
 

 
 
New DENR chief vows to build on 
environmental gains under Cimatu's 
leadership 
 

The new chief of the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR) has commended former 
Secretary Roy A. Cimatu's work and committed to 
continue his major environmental programs and 
projects until the end of President Rodrigo Roa 
Duterte's term. 
 
DENR OIC Secretary Jim O. Sampulna committed to 
build on the gains of the agency under Cimatu in the 
remaining months of the Duterte administration. 
 
"The initiatives of our good Secretary, Secretary 
Cimatu, has made a huge impact on the Filipino people 
and I intend to continue what he has started," Sampulna 
said. 
 
"What I can commit is, our initiatives in the next four 
months, we will do these for the benefit of the Filipino 
people," he added. 
 
The Mindanao-native official underscored the progress 
in the ongoing restoration of Manila Bay and the 
success of the Boracay Island rehabilitation. 
 
He said that he will continue the priority projects as a 
commitment to President Duterte. 
 
Read More 
 

 

https://www.dof.gov.ph/the-republic-of-the-philippines-launches-inaugural-sustainable-finance-framework/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1169681?msclkid=8fc83355b57111ecbbc417ea371f9efa
https://www.denr.gov.ph/index.php/news-events/press-releases?start=35
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Dominguez to clean energy firms: Access 
capital markets in aiding government 
efforts vs climate change 
 
Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez III called on clean 
energy companies Tuesday to follow the pioneering 
move of Citicore Energy Real Estate Investment Trust 
Corp. (C-REIT) in accessing the capital markets to fund 
green investments that will complement ongoing 
government efforts to help save the planet from the 
devastating effects of climate change. 
 
In congratulating C-REIT on its successful initial public 
offering (IPO), Dominguez said the listing is “a perfect 
example of how the government and our own private 
sector can jointly build energy sufficiency and address 
issues related to global warming.” 
 
“Citicore Energy REIT is the Philippines’ first-ever REIT 
(Real Estate Investment Trust) offering that draws its 
income from solar energy investments. As such, it 
expands the REIT horizon, going beyond commercial 
property holdings. More importantly, its involvement 
with solar energy aligns with the country’s whole-of-
nation effort to achieve our climate ambitions,” 
Dominguez said in his pre-recorded message at C-
REIT’s listing at the Philippine Stock Exchange (PSE) 
this morning. 
 
Dominguez pointed out that since the Duterte 
administration successfully resolved two years ago the 
issues that had prevented REITs from flourishing in the 
country, five such corporations have already been 
established in the market with a total capitalization of 
P280.6 billion. 
 
Read More 
 

 
 
CCC launched compilation book of local 
climate adaptation and mitigation 
initiatives 
 
“Stories of Resilience: A Compendium of Local Climate 
Action in the Philippines” is a compilation of stories of 
hope and first-hand experiences of communities 
building resilience to the impacts of climate change, 
from practicing climate-smart farming and disaster risk 
reduction and recovery, to sustainable transport, and 
ecotourism. 
  
It also features the origins of resilience and adaptation 
initiatives all over the country, the insights gleaned in 
their implementation, and their impacts within 
communities and beyond. 
  

Some of the communities featured in the handbook are: 
Province of Batanes;  San Fernando, La Union; Pasig 
City and Marikina City; Pandan, Antique; Del Carmen, 
Siargao Islands; and Kabasalan, Zamboanga-Sibugay. 
  
The Compendium aims to encourage other LGUs to 
embrace climate adaptation and mitigation activities 
and processes and consolidate support from other 
stakeholders in the towards creating an innovative and 
evidence-based climate action. The said handbook is an 
initiative led by the office of former Commissioner 
Rachel Anne S. Herrera. 
 
Read More 
 

 
 
DENR pushes for new global plastics 
resolution in UN environment forum 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) pushed for a new resolution on a legally-binding 
global agreement to address plastic pollution during the 
United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA 5.2) held 
from February 28 to March 2. 
 
The legally binding agreement on plastic pollution aims 
to reduce its discharge into the environment by covering 
all stages of its life cycle and by adopting a circular 
economy approach related to its design, production, 
use, and disposal. 
 
However, DENR’s Climate Change Service chief of 
Climate Change Information and Technical Support 
Division Albert Magalang, who led the Philippine 
delegation in the negotiations on the plastic treaty at the 
UNEA 5.2, stressed that the "global agreement should 
consider national capabilities and circumstances." 
  
The agreement would also tackle plastic pollution from 
preventive measures in the upstream part of the 
lifecycle, to the downstream addressing waste 
management to prevent plastic pollution in the marine 
and other environments. 
  
The new resolution would also support the goals 
outlined in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, which provides a shared blueprint for 
peace and prosperity for people. 
 
Read More 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.dof.gov.ph/dominguez-to-clean-energy-firms-access-capital-markets-in-aiding-government-efforts-vs-climate-change/
https://climate.gov.ph/news/662
https://pia.gov.ph/press-releases/2022/03/20/denr-pushes-for-new-global-plastics-resolution-in-un-environment-forum
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Adaptation to the impacts of Climate Change
 
 

Mainstreaming EbA measures in coastal 
fisheries five-year plan 
 
By Rare Philippines 
 
Rare’s inputs on climate change, green recovery, and 
EbA were included in the recently launched five-year 
Comprehensive National Fisheries Industry 
Development Plan 2021-2025 of the Bureau of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources. The Plan is the 
Bureau’s medium-term development and COVID-19 
recovery plan.

 

 
Strengthening local surveillance of 
municipal waters 
 
By Rare Philippines 
 
COVID-19 placed unknown new stress on marine 
habitats with the increase in fishing violations emerging 
from the consequences of the pandemic. In many areas, 
local surveillance of municipal waters weakened as 
members of the Bantay Dagat were mobilized to support 
COVID relief operations. Illegal fishers took advantage 
of this and encroached on municipal waters or entered 
marine protected areas declared as no-take zones for 
marine life. These incidents underscored the need to 
increase community involvement in local surveillance 
activities to protect the marine resources. 
 
Under the Corona Response Package of the German 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation, and Nuclear Safety, Rare worked with 
government agencies to strengthen local surveillance 
and reporting capacities and systems in Camotes Island 
in Cebu. From January-March 2022, Rare conducted a 
series of community enforcement training with Bantay 
Dagat (Sea Patrol) members, local government 
partners, and community members on deputation, 
adjudication, and other skills to improve monitoring and 
reporting of fisheries violations. Resource persons 
discussed the country’s state of coastal and fishery 
resources, environmental protection and fishery-related 
laws, enforcement continuum, compliance strategies, 
enforcement prompt and reporting strategies, and 
violations mapping.  
 
The training also covered protocols on response 
(essential use of GPS, chart plotting), pre-boarding and 
boarding, and prosecution. Action planning among 
municipal and island-wide enforcers was also 
conducted. Representatives of the Municipal Coastal 
Law Enforcement Team from four municipalities, the 
Philippine Coastguard and PNP Maritime Group in 
Camotes, the regional office of the Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources, Municipal Agriculture Office, 
and Rare participated in the event. 
 

 
 
The training design and inputs are based on various law 
enforcement training conducted by Rare and are 
aligned with the BFAR Fish Warden Deputation training. 
Through this event, national law enforcers such as the 
PNP-Maritime Group assigned to Camotes Island 
established better coordination and communication 
systems with local enforcers from the municipalities. 
The training also enabled enforcers to agree on 
protocols, refresh their knowledge of relevant 
community law enforcement concepts and laws, and 
learn new skills such as using GPS and chart plotting. 
Similar training will be provided to partners in Antique 
and Siargao after the Philippine elections in May 2022.  
 
Along with the training, Rare also provided members of 
the municipal fishery law enforcers with enforcement 
gears that they can use when patrolling the waters. 
These include flashlights, megaphones, GPS units, 
logbooks, first aid kits, life vest and ring, handheld 
radios, and binoculars. 
 

 

 
(Top) A member of the PNP Maritime Group shows a local enforcer 
the areas where violations usually take place. (Bottom) Members of 
Bantay Dagat discuss enforcement protocols that they will follow with 
other enforcement agencies. 
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Leading the discussions of the E2RB Project Management 
Committee. In the picture are (left to right): DENR Region XI 
Regional Executive Director Bagani Fidel Evasco, ASec Marcial 
Amaro Jr, and GIZ Principal Adviser, Dr. Klaus Schmitt.   
 
The E2RB Project convened its first 
Project Management Committee meeting 
for 2022 in Davao City 
 
By GIZ E2RB Project 

 
The Ecosystem-based adaptation in River Basins 
(E2RB) Project held its 2022 1st semester Project 
Management Committee (PMC) meeting on 9-10 March 
2022 at the Waterfront Insular Hotel, Davao City. The 
PMC is the policy-making body of the project to facilitate 
smooth implementation and ensure that target outputs 
will be met. The PMC was chaired by Marcial Amaro, 
Jr., Assistant Secretary for Policy, Planning, and 
Foreign Assisted and Special Projects of the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR), and co-chaired by Dr. Klaus Schmitt, Principal 
Advisor, GIZ. Members of the PMC include key officials 
from DENR Regions 6, 7, 11 and 13, and 
representatives from the DENR Biodiversity 
Management Bureau, Forest Management Bureau, 
Environmental Management Bureau, Climate Change 
Service and Foreign Assisted and Special Project 
Service as well as the National Water Resources 
Board.  
 
The PMC approved the Project Operations Agreement 
that describes the arrangements and general protocols 
to guide the projects day-to-day operations. There was 
also an agreement to streamline the approval process 
for local subsidy proposals to ensure efficiency, 
transparency and quality control. The meeting endorsed 
the request to for a cost-neutral extension which will 
enable the project to achieve the target outputs. Project 
progress and work and financial plan for 2022 were 
presented at the meeting.  
  
The E2RB Project works with DENR to implement 
Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) measures in the 
Ilog-Hilabangan and Tagum-Libuganon river basins and 
to create awareness on ecosystem services values and 
EbA among national and local stakeholders.  

 

 
Dr. Klaus Schmitt, Principal Advisor of E2RB, discussing ecosystem-
based adaptation for preventing flooding in coastal zones. He is joined 
online by Ms Armida Andres of the DENR BMB, Dr Antonio Dano, and 
PENRO Amelia Vera Cruz. 
 

 
National River Basin Summit in-person participants and secretariat at 
La Breza, Quezon City. 
 

The National River Basin Summit kicked-
off the celebration of the 2022 World Water 
Day 
 
By GIZ E2RB Project 

 
On 15-16 March 2022, the DENR River Basin Control 
Office (RBCO) with support from the E2RB Project, 
organised the National River Basin Summit with the 
theme of “Groundwater: making the invisible, visible”. 
The event was a combination of in-person venues and 
online with more than 300 online participants. The main 
in-person venue was at La Breza, Quezon City and 
satellite venues were organised at Zaycoland Hotel, 
Kabankalan City and at the DENR PENRO, Tagum City.   
 
DENR Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulana’s keynote 
message highlighted the importance of cooperation 
among different stakeholders, both from the public and 
private sector, to the success of implementation of an 
integrated river basin management and development 
plan.   
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The Summit featured lessons learned and best 
practices in groundwater conservation and 
management by recognising the link between and 
across ecosystems. Speakers shared experiences in 
applied research, multi-sectoral collaboration, river 
basin and water governance, and ecosystem-based 
adaptation. Discussions highlighted the importance of 
protecting ecosystems and ecosystem services for 
conserving unseen resources such as groundwater.  
 
The way forward from the summit includes priority 
actions for RBCO, such as revisiting the financial 
aspects of the River Basin Master Plans and 
harmonising of plans and programmes related to 
integrated river basin management in river basins, 
including development of a national Payment for 
Ecosystem Services policy, and guidelines related to 
the devolution of environment and natural resource 
programmes.  
 
As part of his closing message, Assistant Secretary 
Marcial Amaro Jr encouraged participants to cascade 
the knowledge and learnings gained from the 
discussions.   
 

 
 

 
Participants of the National ODK Training experiencing field data 
gathering in a signal/Wi-Fi-deprived spot in the Timberland Highlands 
Resort, Rizal 

 
The E2RB Project conducted a 2-day Open 
Data Kit (ODK) training for DENR national 
staff 
 
By: GIZ E2RB Project 
 

The Ecosystem-based Adaptation in 2 River Basins 
(E2RB) in the Philippines Project held a face-to-face 
training on “Digital Spatial Data Collection using Open-
Source Tools” on 23-24 February 2022 at the 
Timberland Highlands Resort, San Mateo, Rizal. This is 
the third ODK training organised by the Project, this time 
targeting key national offices of the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) involved 
in the E2RB Project implementation.  
 
 

The overall goal of the activity was to initiate policy 
discussions that may lead to the adoption of ODK by 
DENR and its field offices.  Participants from the earlier 
trainings commented that a DENR directive would be 
required to allow them to use ODK in their field data 
gathering activities.     
 
The poor cellular network connection at the training site 
demonstrated the capacity of the tool to collect field data 
in any field condition. The ability of the ODK tool to 
collect data without network connection is one of the key 
advantages of the ODK tool.  
 
Another key feature of the tool was the user-friendliness 
of the KoBoToolbox Form Builder, which allows users to 
easily transfer paper survey questions into 
ODK/KoBoToolbox survey forms. This is simpler than 
using a “programming language”.  
 
Training participants were very excited to use the tool in 
their own offices for basic internal communication (data 
request in Forest Management Bureau) or for field data 
gathering purposes (biodiversity survey forms of 
Biodiversity Management Bureau).  
 
The E2RB Project hopes to demonstrate the practical 
advantages of the tools to catalyze policy support within 
the agency on the use of open-source tools such as 
ODK/KoboToolbox. 
 

 
 
Inclusion, accessibility pushed as DHSUD 
advances resilience framework 
 

By UN-Habitat 

 
More than ten years after surviving bone cancer and 
sustaining an orthopedic disability, Dr. Maureen Ava-
Mata has become a staunch advocate of the rights and 
dignity of persons with disabilities nationwide. 
 
Dr. Mata pushed that inclusion and accessibility for 
persons with disabilities be included in the government’s 
Resilient and Green Human Settlements Framework 
(RGHSF) jointly spearheaded by the Department of 
Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD) 
and the Climate Change Commission (CCC).  
 
During the recently concluded experts group 
consultation led by DHSUD and CCC, Mata expressed 
that persons with disabilities should have active 
participation in building resilience of communities where 
they can be informed on options for green human 
settlements. 
 
The consultation is another step forward as DHSUD and 
CCC inch closer to finalize RGHSF, a framework that 
addresses challenges of urbanization, climate change, 
and public health issues in human settlements. 
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The framework is being developed with support from the 
Building Climate Resiliency through Urban Plans and 
Designs, a project led by UN-Habitat Philippines and 
funded by the International Climate Initiative. 
 
Also present in the consultation are experts 
representing the youth, culture, energy sector, and 
public health.  
 
Youth sector representative Rodmar Eda agrees with 
Dr. Mata that meaningful engagement must be pushed 
especially for the youth, allowing the sectors to be part 
of the process from ideation to evaluation. 
 
Meanwhile, public health expert Dr. Madonna Andaya-
Añabieza urged that resilience building among 
populations must also place special attention to the 
elderly since they are highly vulnerable especially in 
times of pandemic. 
 
Now in the final stages of the draft, the policy 
Framework will be presented in the next Climate 
Change Adaptation and Mitigation Cabinet Cluster 
meeting before the approval of DHSUD National 
Housing Board in June 2022. 
 
Read the full article here. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The SupportCCC II Project would like to express 
its gratitude to the implementing organizations 
of IKI supported projects in the country for their 
continued support to come up with this quarterly 
newsletter. Special thanks go to the following 
projects: 
 

 

o Angel Uson, Rare Philippines, Fishing for 

Climate Resilience Project 

o Andrew Orocay, UN-Habitat Philippines, 

BCRUPD Project 

o Maraida Licerio, GIZ, C4 Project 

o Raquel Capio, GIZ, ProCoast Project 

o Dr. Klaus Schmitt, GIZ, E2RB Project 

o Trixie Estomata, GIZ, E2RB Project 

o Virginie Marchal, OECD 

o Katherine Culaba, GIZ, CASE Project 

o Elenio Yap, ZSL, ProCoast Project 

https://designingresilience.ph/inclusion-accessibility-pushed-as-dhsud-advances-resilience-framework/
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Mitigation Efforts 
 
 
 

 

 
 
COOL LAB is now in the Philippines 
 

By GIZ C4 Project 

 
In preparation for the second phase of the of Cool 
Contributions fighting Climate in the Philippines or C4 II, 
GIZ together with other implementing partners working 
on the theme of climate-friendly cooling established 
COOL LAB PH, an informal exchange network which 
seeks collaboration among cooling projects 
implemented in the Philippines.  
 
C4 conceptualized the event from the feedback of 
various partner ministries on the unconcerted effort and 
at times duplication of activities among implementers 
when it comes to technical cooperation on cooling.  
 
Other IKI funded projects such as Scaling Sustainable 
Consumption and Production, also implemented by GIZ 
which will work on the life cycle of cooling products and 
the Tourism Value Chain project implemented by UN 
Environment working on cooling among end users in the 
tourism sector such as hotels and convention centers 
provided their contributions to the exchange.  
 
Overall, the exchange session was participated by the 
Food Cold Chain and Hydrochlorofluorocarbon Phase-
out Management Plan Phase 2 projects implemented by 
UNIDO; United for Efficiency and Ozonaction 
Institutional Strengthening projects implemented by UN 
Environment; Health Care without Harm on a Kigali 
Cooling Efficiency project on healthcare; and the 
Fluorocarbon Initiative project implemented by the 
Overseas Environmental Cooperation Center of Japan 
and the Asian Development Bank.  
 
The objective of the exchange network is to complement 
and synergize cooling projects and initiatives in the 
Philippines based on the indicators and timelines of 
respective projects in alignment with the targets set by 
the Montreal Protocol but more importantly to targets on 
climate action.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The exchange network allowed project implementers to 
level off expectations on the requirements set by 
government partners in the Philippines. The first session 
was attended by the DENR Climate Change Services 
which presented the ambitious Refrigeration and Air 
Conditioning Nationally Determined Contribution 
submitted by the Philippines as part of its first NDC to 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). 
 
 

 
 
Regional Policy Network on Sustainable 
Infrastructure 
 
By OECD 
 

On 25-26 April, SIPA hosted the 6th Meeting of the 
OECD Southeast Asia Regional Programme (SEARP)’s 
Regional Policy Network on Sustainable Infrastructure 
in Manila, the Philippines. The National Economic and 
Development Authority (NEDA) of the Philippines co-
chaired the said event.  
 
The objective of this meeting is to bring together 
representatives from planning agencies, finance and 
environment ministries from ASEAN, as well as 
international experts, to share good practices on 
sustainable infrastructure planning, delivery and 
financing in the context of the Paris Agreement and 
Sustainable development goals.  
 
This event took place in the PPP Center and was also 
available online via Zoom.  
 

 
 
Establishing a sustainable freight transport 
roadmap in the Philippines 
  
By OECD 
 

On 26 and 27 April, the International Transport Forum 
(ITF) and the Department of Transportation (DOTr) in 
the Philippines organized a project launch and 
stakeholder consultation workshop titled 
“Decarbonising Pathways for Freight Transport in the 
Philippines”.  
 
The workshop is organized as part of the transport 
workstream of the SIPA programme. It will bring 
together key stakeholders from the public and private 
sectors in the Philippines, among which are the 
Department of Trade and Industry, Department of 
Energy, port and road authorities, and trucking and 
shipping associations.   
 

https://www.oecd.org/site/sipa/events/upcoming%20events/
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Building on the outcomes from the workshop and 
bilateral technical meetings following the workshop, the 
ITF will develop a sustainable freight transport roadmap 
based on quantitative analyses of several policy 
scenarios using the ITF Global Non-urban Freight 
Transport Model over the coming year. The study 
outputs include the impacts assessment of different 
policy measures on decarbonising freight transport, 
policy recommendations on effective decarbonising 
pathways, and training and policy dialogue events for 
disseminating the findings to a broader audience. The 
ITF is collaborating with the DOTr for the execution of 
the project.  
 

 
 
Clean Energy and Finance Mobilization 
Programme 
 
By OECD 

 
After its official launch on 13 December 2021, the 
Philippines’ CEFIM Programme proceeded to the 
creation of governance bodies to pilot and oversee the 
development of its Clean Energy Finance and 
Investment Roadmap of the Philippines; these comprise 
a Steering Committee and two Technical Working 
Groups on renewable energy and energy efficiency 
respectively and are all chaired by the Department of 
Energy with representatives from other government 
institutions and stakeholders.  
 
The Steering Committee and Technical Working 
Groups held their first kick-off meetings in March 2022. 
This quarter, the OECD also participated in the 2022 
Development Partners Forum organised by the DOE to 
ensure good coordination and seek potential synergies 
with on-going donor’s efforts on the ground. Moving 
forward, the OECD will be organising its first hybrid 
Roadmap Workshop in Manilla in May to discuss 
opportunities and challenges for clean energy finance 
and investment in the Philippines – more detailed 
information on time and location will be shared via email 
shortly; in the meantime, feel free to reach out to 
Jeremy.Faroi@oecd.org for more information on this 
upcoming event or the CEFIM Programme more 
generally. 

 

 
Photo courtesy of Shutterstock/ CASE-GIZ  
 

National energy needs of the Philippines 
best powered by renewable energy   
 
By CASE 
 

Earlier this year, the Philippine Department of Energy 
(DOE) and CASE conducted an impact study in support 
of a draft Department Circular declaring all geothermal, 
biomass and hydro plants as preferential dispatch in the 
Wholesale Electricity Spot Market (WESM). Initial 
results show that declaring the abovementioned RE 
plants as preferential dispatch can lower electricity spot 
market prices. Virtual nationwide public consultations 
for the circular concluded last March 21 and 22, and its 
final issuing is expected by the 3rd quarter of the year.   
The report titled “Toward an Affordable and Reliable 
Grid with Energy Transition” (TARGET) was submitted 
to the DOE, and presented by CASE to the energy 
family stakeholders during the CASE project launch in 
December 21, 2021 and at the Renewable Energy and 
Energy Efficiency (REEE) Summit of the Meralco Power 
Academy (MPA) last April 6, 2022.  
 
ICSC energy transition adviser Alberto Dalusung III 
delivered key findings in the REEE Summit, saying  
baseload coalpower plants are incompatible against the 
country's energy needs. Over the years, coal has been 
at the center of high electricity prices and recurring 
power outages across the archipelago. Conversely, 
variable renewable energy sources, such as solar and 
wind, are found to be more reliable because of their 
reliability and predictability.   
 
In the same event, Director Mylene Capongcol of DOE-
REMB reiterated that DOE is targeting a 35% increase 
of renewable energy in the Philippine energy generation 
mix by 2030, and 50% by 2040. DOE-CASE work 
presented at the REEE Summit was covered by media 
outlets (See: here and here). 
 
The Clean Affordable and Secure Energy (CASE) for 
Southeast Asia project is implemented by a regional 
consortium from Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand, and 
Vietnam. The Philippine country team is composed of 
GIZ PH and local expert organization, Institute for 
Climate and Sustainable Cities (ICSC). The team works 
closely with the local political partner, the Philippine 
Department of Energy-Renewable Energy Management 
Bureau (DOE-REMB).   

https://www.doe.gov.ph/press-releases/doe-driving-clean-energy-future-finance?ckattempt=2&withshield=1
mailto:Jeremy.Faroi@oecd.org
http://161.49.106.166/sites/default/files/pdf/announcements/draft_dc_on_preferential_dispatch_of_all_re_plants_in_the_wesm.pdf
http://161.49.106.166/sites/default/files/pdf/announcements/draft_dc_on_preferential_dispatch_of_all_re_plants_in_the_wesm.pdf
http://161.49.106.166/sites/default/files/pdf/announcements/draft_dc_on_preferential_dispatch_of_all_re_plants_in_the_wesm.pdf
https://icsc.ngo/doe-icsc-re-not-baseload-coal-will-best-address-phl-energy-needs/
https://icsc.ngo/doe-icsc-re-not-baseload-coal-will-best-address-phl-energy-needs/
https://icsc.ngo/renewables-flexible-generation-key-to-power-sector-modernization-experts/
https://icsc.ngo/renewables-flexible-generation-key-to-power-sector-modernization-experts/
https://icsc.ngo/renewables-flexible-generation-key-to-power-sector-modernization-experts/
https://caseforsea.org/doe-icsc-re-not-baseload-coal-will-best-address-phl-energy-needs/
https://caseforsea.org/doe-icsc-re-not-baseload-coal-will-best-address-phl-energy-needs/
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1159659
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1159659
https://www.pna.gov.ph/articles/1159659
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2022/04/06/doe-firms-up-dispatch-of-re-plants-in-wesm/
https://manilastandard.net/business/power-technology/314219845/ph-renewable-energy-investments-reached-over-p256b-in-last-13-years.html
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Biodiversity and Climate Change
 

 
Way-forward workshop in Loon, Bohol/03 March 2022 
 

 
Way-forward workshop in Pres. Carlos P Garcia, Bohol/ 14 March 
2022 

 
Keeping up coastal protection efforts 
while rebuilding from Odette 
 
By GIZ ProCoast Project  

 
The partners of 15 Local Government Units (LGU) in 
Bohol committed to pursuing the implementation of 
coastal protection measures they adopted from the 
ProCoast Centers of Learning (CoLs), after typhoon 
Odette hit the region in December 2021 and activities 
were halted. This especially affected the behavior 
change campaigns designed towards conservation as 
well as the installation of billboards aimed at raising 
residents’ awareness of the importance of their 
respective marine protected areas (MPAs) which serve 
not only as a source of food but also as a measure to 
protect against strong winds and storm surges.   
 
In March 2022, three months after the typhoon, GIZ staff 
together with the Bohol Environment Management 
Office (BEMO) and partner non-governmental 
organization s (NGOs), conducted workshops with the 
key stakeholders from each LGU to map out the way 
forward. In this context, the partners reviewed the 
accomplishments pre-typhoon as well as the status of 
the outputs and discussed the LGUs’ capacities and 
interest to continue implementing activities until the end 
of the ProCoast project in June.  The discussions and 
site visits revealed that previously installed marker 
buoys were washed out during the typhoon and 
mangrove seedlings, nurseries and rehabilitation sites 

were destroyed. People’s organizations (POs) were 
able to save and reinstall some of the equipment and 
started to bag new seedlings.   
 
The MPA Management Councils, composed of the PO 
and barangay officials, together with focal persons from 
the municipal LGUs, expressed their intent to pursue the 
implementation of their respective MPA Management 
Plans. The outputs of the LGU-level workshop series 
conducted from March 2-17, 2022, were presented to 
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) provincial and field offices on March 18, 2022. 
  

 
Local checking out the newly installed billboard in Candijay, Bohol/20 
April 2022 

 
 
Behavior change campaigns for 
conservation under way 
 
By GIZ ProCoast Project  

 
The implementation of social marketing (SM) is ongoing 
in various ProCoast areas in 2022. Audience research 
through focus group discussions (FGD) and campaign 
planning is being conducted in 22 sites. Hammer shell 
(locally known as Wasay Wasay) and Anchovy (locally 
known as Bolinao) are among the flagship species 
identified by stakeholders which they will use to spread 
the message of protecting their respective marine 
protected areas (MPAs).    
 
Implementation of behaviour change campaigns, based 
on the Social Marketing for Conservation Manual, is one 
of the good practices for coastal protection showcased 
in the ProCoast Centers of Learning (CoLs). Six (6) 
batches of virtual SM trainings were conducted in 2020, 
attended by local government units (LGUs), non-
government organizations (NGOs) and academe. The 
LGUs that are interested in adopting the SM process by 
engaging local communities to protect their MPA, 
created an SM Team tasked to spearhead the 
processes. In 2020, the LGUs defined the problems 
they wish to address and developed their theory of 
change diagram, outlining their intended achievements 
(conservation results), the threats to their ecosystems 
and how to handle those (threat reduction) and what 
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kind of behaviour they wish to see and by whom 
(behaviour change). The theory of change also 
emphasizes that for behaviour change to take place, it 
is necessary to increase knowledge about and positive 
attitude towards topics in conversation and to address 
systemic barriers such as the lack of livelihood options 
or enforcement mechanisms.    
 
With the easing of COVID-related restrictions, the 22 
sites are now moving forward in the different phases of 
SM implementation. The CoLs in Iloilo have launched 
their campaigns early this year and the 7 sites in Bohol 
will launch in May, as a contribution to the Month of the 
Ocean (MOO). 
 

 

 
(Top) SM materials for Katunggan It Ibajay (Bottom) SM launch in KII/ 
19 Jan 2022. 
 

 

 
Katunggan It Ibajay, Aklan is now open 
 
By ZSL Procoast Project 

 
After almost two years of hiatus due to the Covid19 
pandemic, Katunggan It Ibajay (KII), Aklan re-opened its 
doors to the public last January 21, 2022. During the 
opening program, former Sen. Loren Legarda called, 
and congratulated Mayor Joen Miraflores and former 
Rep. Billie Calizo-Quimpo and assured them of her 
continued support. Mayor Joen Miraflores recognized 
and thanked the pioneering efforts to Dr. Jurgenne H. 
Primavera, Chief Mangrove Scientific Adviser of 
Zoological Society of London (ZSL), leading to the 
establishment of KII as an ecopark. 

In preparation for its long-awaited re-opening, KII 
underwent major improvements in order to provide its 
guests a memorable experience. The improvements 
included, among others, the completion of the 1.6-km 
long boardwalk to allow guests to see and feel the 
mangroves up close. The funding support was from 
TIEZA, made possible through former Sen. Legarda, 
and managed by DENR Aklan and implemented by 
Municipality of Ibajay.  
 
ProCoast (Sustainable Coastal Protection through 
Biodiversity Conservation in Coastal Ecosystems 
Affected by Typhoons in the Philippines) supported the 
extension of the center, establishment of an Interactive 
Corner, and the painting of wall mural displaying KII’s 
unique biodiversity. The Municipality of Ibajay funded 
the repairs and repainting of the Information Center, 
repair of rest areas, and deployment of personnel to 
manage KII’s daily operations. 
 
KII is a diverse ecopark with a total of 28 mangroves 
and 25 beach forest species  in its area of 44.22 
hectares. Learners and tourists can find here naturally-
grown, century-old mangrove trees (Avecennia 
rumphiana and Avecennia officinalis). KII is 2nd 
Runner-up in 2021 Best Mangrove Award (BMA) of ZSL 
held last September 2021 in conjunction with the MPA 
Support Network’s Para El Mar.  
 
KII is one of the six (6) Centers of Learning (COL) of 
ProCoast Project of Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) and the 
Zoological Society of London (ZSL). ProCoast is part of 
the International Climate Initiative, implemented by GIZ 
and ZSL with support from the Federal Ministry for the 
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety 
of Germany.  Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources-Biodiversity Management Bureau (DENR-
BMB) is a partner of the ProCoast Project. 
 

 


