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POLICY HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• CCC successfully commemorated Earth Month by bannering series of events to raise awareness 

on climate change. The Climate Change Commission (CCC) conducted a series of activities last April 

in commemoration of Earth Month and Earth Day 2022 aimed at increasing awareness on and promoting 

climate change action and countering environmental degradation. Read more. 

• CCC convened its 2nd consultation with CSOs and NGOs.  The Climate Change Commission (CCC) 

held its consultation with the members of the civil society organizations (CSOs) and non-government 

organizations (NGOs). The second consultation happened last Monday, 30 May 2022, at the Las Piñas-

Parañaque Wetland Park. Read more. 

• House adopts resolution calling for climate justice. The House of Representatives adopted 

Resolution 2605, "Expressing the Sense of the House of Representatives for Climate Justice, 

Strengthened Implementation of the Philippines Climate Change and Environmental Sustainability Laws, 

and for the Developed Countries to Deliver on Their Commitments." Read more. 

• Duterte Legacy: Paving the road towards more sustainable, climate resilient PH. The Cabinet 

Cluster on Climate Change Adaptation, Mitigation, and Disaster Risk Reduction (CCAM-DRR), chaired 

by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), has recognized the significant 

progress made towards a more climate resilient Philippines under the leadership of President Rodrigo 

Roa Duterte. Read more. 

• DENR fetes women’s role in climate change readiness. The Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) continued to recognize the significant role of women as a vital source of information 

in developing effective early warning messages and systems to reduce disaster risks from climate 

change. Read more. 
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IKI PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS 
 

• Promoting EbA at the environment month celebrations in Negros Oriental. The private sector and 
the provincial LGU of Negros Oriental used their official activities to promote ecosystem-based 
adaptation (EbA) as part of the June celebration. 

• Negros Occidental: 1st Provincial Summit on Local Conservation Area Management. The 
Provincial Government of Negros Occidental through the Provincial Environment Management Office 
(PEMO) together with the Ecosystem-based Adaptation in 2 River Basins (E2RB) Project, organized the 
First Provincial Summit on Local Conservation Area (LCA) Management. 

• Promoting ecosystems & biodiversity protection as part of climate change adaptation: the 
Ecosystem-based Adaptation in River Basins(E2RB) Project Knowledge Management 
Communication Planning Workshop. On 27–28 April 2022, Cebu City, Philippines, the Ecosystem-
based Adaptation in River Basins (E2RB) Project brought together 35 representatives of the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) and local government units to develop a Knowledge 
Management and Communications (KMC) Plan. 

• Boosting sustainability in insurance by harnessing the value of mangrove forests. Incorporating 
the economic value of coastal mangrove forests as natural storm barriers, re/insurers are offered an 
innovative way to improve risk modelling and enhance the resilience of infrastructure to climate change. 

• Rare, DA-BFAR, and UN-FAO launch the Report on the Status of Artisanal Fisheries in the 
Philippines. Rare partnered with the DA-BFAR and UN-FAO to launch the Report on the Status of 
Artisanal Fisheries in the Philippines. 

• Rare and the Siargao Environmental Awareness Movement (SEA Movement) launch the Adopt an 
MPA campaign. Rare teamed up with the SEA Movement to generate support for protecting the marine 
sanctuaries of Siargao Island in Surigao del Norte province. 

• Protecting Siargao’s coastal communities and marine ecosystem. Last June 2022, local 
government officials in the municipalities of Burgos and Pilar passed two ordinances establishing 252 
hectares of new marine protected areas (MPA) and endorsing management plans that support the 
sustainable management of these areas and the co-managed fishing grounds. 

• PH climate resilient urban plans and designs featured in global conference. Participants from 21 
different countries worked on actual city cases and climate data in the Philippines during the session 
spearheaded by the Department of Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD). 

• OECD conducted its first OECD-DOE Workshop. The OECD, in collaboration with the Department of 
Energy (DoE) and other government institutions, is developing a Clean Energy Finance and Investment 
Roadmap of the Philippines. 

• Sustainable Banking Academy Launched for Southeast Asian Bankers. A collective of agencies 
launched the Finance Flows’ Sustainable Banking Academy last May 6. 

• TRANSfer Project commemorated its closing last June 2022. After eight years, the TRANSfer 
Project commemorated its closing with a small handover event on 28 June 2022. 

• DENR, DOT and DILG sign a joint declaration in support of the Year of the Protected Areas 
Campaign. The Secretaries of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), 
Department of Tourism (DOT) and the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) sign a 
joint declaration in support of the celebration of the Year of the Protected Areas or YoPA Campaign 
marking the 90th anniversary of protected area establishment in the country. 

 
 

OTHER RELEVANT NEWS 
 
• IKI implemented its gender help desk.  The IKI Gender Strategy is based on a needs-based approach 

and also sets out to contribute to capacity development of implementing organizations. To this end, a 

gender help desk at the IKI Office has been set up. Read more.  

 
 
 
 

https://www.international-climate-initiative.com/en/about-iki/values-responsibility/gender/iki-gender-help-desk/
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GENERAL NEWS IN THE PHILIPPINES 

CCC successfully commemorated Earth 
Month by bannering series of events to 
raise awareness on climate change 
 
The CCC produced and released a special Earth Day 
video covering messages from climate leaders and 
advocates, including President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, 
CCC Chair-Designate and Finance Secretary Carlos 
Dominguez III, Secretary Robert E.A. Borje, Deputy 
Speaker Loren Legarda, and National Panel of 
Technical Experts Chairperson Dr. Doracie Zoleta-
Nantes. 
 
The CCC launched a 12-day artcard series on social 
media entitled, “12 Ways over 12 Days toward climate-
resilient, sustainable living” from April 10-22 to promote 
12 simple climate adaptation and mitigation practices 
individuals and communities can undertake to address 
climate change. 
  
On April 18, the CCC conducted its first-ever coastal 
clean-up at the Las Piñas–Parañaque Wetland Park 
(LPPWP) and to generate greater consciousness and 
actions on responsible consumer behaviour by reducing 
plastic consumption and observing waste management. 
 
On Earth Day, 22 April, the CCC co-organized the  
“Pagyabong 2022: An Enrichment Tree Planting 
Activity” held at the Ninoy Aquino Parks and Wildlife 
Center (NAPWC) Arboretum. The tree planting activity 
highlighted this year’s Earth Day theme, “Invest in Our 
Planet,” by planting native trees as a practical way to 
address both environmental and climate crises. This 
activity was organized in collaboration with the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources – 
Biodiversity Management Bureau and ASEAN Centre 
for Biodiversity. 
  
Dubbed as the “Nature Park in City’s Heart,” the 
NAPWC is also legislated as one of the country’s 
Protected Areas under the ENIPAS Act and was 
declared as a national park. 
 
Meanwhile, on 28 April, the CCC held a dialogue and 
coastal clean-up with civil society organizations (CSOs). 
Discussions centered on strengthening partnerships 
with civil society and non-government stakeholders 
towards fostering  an enabling environment for climate 
action. 
 
Read More 
 

 
 
CCC convened its 2nd consultation with 
CSOs and NGOs 
 
CCC Secretary Robert E.A. Borje, together with 
Commissioner Rachel Anne S. Herrera, and 
Commissioner Albert P. Dela Cruz, will lead the event 
to be participated by representatives from CSOs and 

NGOs. This activity specifically aims to provide a venue 
for CSOs to provide inputs on the policy guidance of 
CCC under the new administration. It also seeks 
insights for climate change conferences, meetings, and 
events. 
 
The activity is part of the CCC’s commitment to scale up 
activities, and to foster deeper and broader engagement 
with civil society and non-government stakeholders, 
towards promoting an enabling environment for climate 
action. 
 
 

Read More 
 

 
 

House adopts resolution calling for climate 
justice 
 

On the last day of the session of the 18th Congress, the 
House of Representatives adopted Resolution 2605, 
"Expressing the Sense of the House of Representatives 
for Climate Justice, Strengthened Implementation of the 
Philippines Climate Change and Environmental 
Sustainability Laws, and for the Developed Countries to 
Deliver on Their Commitments." 
  
The House Resolution, authored by Antique Lone 
District Representative Loren Legarda, Bohol 1st 
District Representative Edgar Chatto, and Kabataan 
Partylist Representative Sarah Jane Elago, calls for the 
urgent and effective implementation of the country’s ten 
(10) environment and climate change laws, projects, 
and programs. 
  
Through this Resolution, all government agencies are 
directed to maximize the utilization of their resources to 
improve the country's resilience to climate change and 
natural disasters. 
  
The Resolution also demands developed countries to 
deliver on their Paris Agreement commitments, 
particularly in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and 
increasing targets on their Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDC). 
 
Read More 
 
 

 
 

Duterte Legacy: Paving the road towards 
more sustainable, climate resilient PH 
 
The Cabinet Cluster on Climate Change Adaptation, 
Mitigation, and Disaster Risk Reduction (CCAM-DRR), 
chaired by the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR), has recognized the significant 
progress made towards a more climate resilient 
Philippines under the leadership of President Rodrigo 
Roa Duterte. 
 

https://climate.gov.ph/news/686
https://climate.gov.ph/news/688
https://climate.gov.ph/news/690
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During the “Duterte Legacy Summit: The Final Report to 
the People” on May 30, CCAM-DRR chair and DENR 
Acting Secretary Jim O. Sampulna said the President 
has made great strides in institutionalizing the centrality 
of environment to the country’s development. 
 
“The Duterte administration espoused that a healthy 
environment is the foundation for economic and social 
development,” said Sampulna, stressing the Duterte 
presidency has remained on track with its “Climate 
Action Pathway,” as a strategy to “enhance resilience 
and adaptive capacity of the ecosystems and vulnerable 
communities.” 
 
The DENR chief also mentioned the “impossible” clean 
up of Manila Bay and the six-month rehabilitation of 
Boracay Island as two of the administration’s major 
achievements that define President Duterte’s legacy on 
environment and climate governance to “foster a 
sustainable future for every Filipino.” 
 
He also emphasized the administration’s efforts to push 
for responsible mining for sustainable development with 
the completion of the first and second phases of the 
mining audit, covering 43 large-scale surface metallic 
mining companies. 
 
“An estimated P2.7 billion were also committed to 
environmental programs, on top of the 8.1 million 
seedlings and reforestation of 6,600 hectares of mined-
out and other areas for the Mining Forest Program,” 
Sampulna said. 
 
He added that P407.6 million of the Social Development 
Management Program of mining companies were 
realigned to support the affected impact and non-impact 
communities during the pandemic. 
 
Read More 
 

 
 

DENR fetes women’s role in climate 
change readiness 
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) continued to recognize the significant role of 
women as a vital source of information in developing 
effective early warning messages and systems to 
reduce disaster risks from climate change. 
 
Speaking at the webinar titled “Gender and Climate 
Change in Addressing Impacts of Climate-related Risks 
on Women,” Director Elenida Basug of the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Climate 
Change Service and concurrently Director of the DENR 
Gender and Development Office highlighted the need to 
mainstream women-led early warning messages and 
systems to achieve gender equality and empowerment 
of women in climate change. 
 
“Because women are more dependent on natural 
resources for their livelihoods than men, this makes 
them a goldmine for valuable information for an early 

warning system that builds community resilience and 
their adaptation capacities to climate-related disasters,” 
Basug said during the DENR-hosted webinar on March 
30, as part of the celebration of the 2022 National 
Women’s Month with the theme, “Women with 
Disabilities: Life is Enjoyed, Least of All Endured.” 
 
Read More  

https://denr.gov.ph/index.php/news-events/press-releases/4031-duterte-legacy-paving-the-road-towards-more-sustainable-climate-resilient-ph
https://denr.gov.ph/index.php/news-events/press-releases/3857-denr-fetes-women-s-role-in-climate-change-readiness
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The SupportCCC II Project would like to express 

its gratitude to the implementing organizations 

of BMU-IKI supported projects in the country for 

their continued support to come up with this 

quarterly newsletter. Special thanks go to the 

following projects: 
 

 

o Angelique Ogena, BIOFIN 

o Andrew Orocay, UN-Habitat 

o Angel Uson, Fishing for Climate Resilience 

Project, Rare Philippines  

o Anne Patricia Mariano, TRANSfer Project, 

GIZ Philippines  

o Antigone Theodorou, Earth Security 

o Dolores Nuevas, EbA in River Basins 

Project, GIZ Philippines 

o Jeremy Faroi, OECD 

o Joseph Eijansantos, WWF Philippines 

o Marion Antonette Daclan, EbA in River 

Basins Project, GIZ Philippines 
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Adaptation to the impacts of Climate Change

 
 

 
Participants at the ENRD Environment Month Celebration 
 

 
DENR RED Pacquito Melicor Jr and the community of rainforestation 
practitioners in Negros Oriental 
 
Promoting EbA at the environment month 
celebrations in Negros Oriental 
 
By E2RB Project, GIZ Philippines 
 
June is the Environment Month in the Philippines. This 
year, the private sector and the provincial LGU of 
Negros Oriental used their official activities to promote 
ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA) as part of the June 
celebration.  
 
The Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Region 7, headed by Regional Executive Director 
Paquito D. Melicor, Jr., joined 16th anniversary of the 
Liptong Woodland to promote EbA on 5 June 2022. 
RED Melicor recognized the contributions of the 
rainforestation practitioners to help address climate 
change issues in Negros Oriental. The Liptong 
Woodland is a privately-owned nursery and 
rainforestation demonstration site owned by Mr. Rene 
Vendiola located in Bacong, Negros Oriental. 
 
Meanwhile, the Environment and Natural Resources 
Division (ENRD) of Provincial Government of Negros 

Oriental commemorated the Environment Day at the 
June 6th Flag Ceremony. The ENRD announced that it 
will collaborate with the Ecosystem-based Adaptation in 
2 River Basins (E2RB) Project to pursue EbA measures 
as the core of their climate change adaptation strategy.  
The province recognised the importance of engaging 
vulnerable communities in forest protection, biodiversity 
conservation and sustaining ecosystem services like 
water for domestic and agriculture use in the Ilog-
Hilabangan River Basin. 

 

 
Municipality of Candoni presenting their proposed local conservation 
area 
 

 
City of Kabankalan presentation on the establishment of an LCA as 
a no-quarry zone to protect the river ecosystem and the community. 

 
Negros Occidental: 1st Provincial Summit 
on Local Conservation Area Management 
 
By E2RB Project, GIZ Philippines 
 
The Provincial Government of Negros Occidental 
through the Provincial Environment Management Office 
(PEMO) together with the Ecosystem-based Adaptation 
in 2 River Basins (E2RB) Project, organized the First 
Provincial Summit on Local Conservation Area (LCA) 
Management on 27 June 2022 in Bacolod City. The LCA 
Summit was participated in by 136 participants 
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representing the DENR, local government units the 
NGO community and donor organizations.  
 
E2RB Project partners presented their LCAs as their 
proposed EbA measure in Ilog-Hilabangan River Basin. 
With support from the project, the Municipalities of 
Candoni and Cauayan will establish an LCA to protect 
existing forests, conserve biodiversity and ensure water 
supply for the vulnerable communities. Meanwhile, 
Kabankalan City will focus on the LCA for a no quarry 
zone to protect the riverbanks from further degradation. 
 
At the Summit, PEMO announced its plan to scale up 
LCA initiatives to create a biodiversity corridor anchored 
in river basin ecosystems. Current policy development 
such as the Mandanas Ruling provides an opportunity 
to complement EbA activities at all levels of governance. 
LCA as EbA challenges planners, project designers and 
decision-makers to veer away from business-as-usual 
activities. Instead, it encourages resource managers to 
use climate and integrated-ecosystem lens in decision-
making. 

 
 

 
Ilog-hilabangan River Basin team reflecting on the SWOT analysis 
 

 
Tagum – Libuganon River Basin team discussing the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats within the river basin. 
 

 
KMC workshop participants from GIZ, DENR, provincial local 
government units of Negros Oriental, Davao del Norte, and Davao 
de Oro. 

 
Promoting ecosystems & biodiversity 
protection as part of climate change 
adaptation: the Ecosystem-based 
Adaptation in River Basins(E2RB) Project 
Knowledge Management Communication 
Planning Workshop 
 
By E2RB Project, GIZ Philippines 
 

On 27–28 April 2022, Cebu City, Philippines, the 
Ecosystem-based Adaptation in River Basins (E2RB) 
Project brought together 35 representatives of the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) and local government units to develop a 
Knowledge Management and Communications (KMC) 
Plan to promote the wider adoption and implementation 
of ecosystem-based adaptation (EbA) in the Ilog-
Hilabangan river basin in Negros and the Tagum-
Libuganon river basin in Mindanao.  
 
At the workshop, Nelson Gorospe, Executive Director of 
DENR’s River Basin Control Office, emphasized the 
importance of documenting lessons learned and 
communicating these beyond the project lifetime to 
serve as inspiration in pursuing EbA in the river basins. 
Meanwhile, Dr. Klaus Schmitt, Principal Advisor of the 
E2RB Project, challenged the participants to be 
innovative and creative, and to avoid business-as-usual 
measures in natural resource management and climate 
change adaptation. 
 
Issues and challenges in EbA implementation were 
discussed to inform the identification of KMC 
opportunities within the E2RB Project. Each river basin 
did a situational and stakeholder analysis and identified 
key messages and priority KMC activities to help 
achieve the project outputs and ensure alignment with 
the DENR communication strategy and program. The 
national and regional partners reiterated their 
commitment, not only to the project implementation, but 
also to EbA advocacy. 
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Boosting sustainability in insurance by 
harnessing the value of mangrove forests 
 
By Earth Security 
 

A new report published by the sustainable finance firm 
Earth Security shows that by incorporating the 
economic value of coastal mangrove forests as natural 
storm barriers, re/insurers are offered an innovative way 
to improve risk modelling and enhance the resilience of 
infrastructure to climate change.  
 
Mangroves are not just a powerful source of natural 
carbon capture and storage; they save an estimated 
USD 65 billion per year in avoided losses from floods 
and storms and can be 50 times more cost-effective at 
resisting storms than building concrete seawalls. To 
date, half of the world’s mangroves have been 
destroyed because of intense pressures, giving them 
the highest rate of deforestation of any kind of forest. 
 
Until now, the value of natural assets such as 
mangroves has been widely overlooked in the business 
sector. Based on five case studies of coastal cities in the 
Philippines, the report, Insurance Underwriting with 
Nature: How Mangroves Can Transform the Climate 
Strategy of Companies, Cities and Re/insurers, offers a 
simple methodology for insurers to update their thinking 
on how they can work in partnership with nature and 
overcome the limitations of the simulations they 
currently use.  
 
As the re/insurance sector squares up to the challenge 
of overhauling antiquated business models to address 
global warming*, factoring the coastal protection offered 
by mangrove forests into risk underwriting, insurance 
products and commercial strategies offers an 
overlooked market opportunity. 
 
Seizing this opportunity would give re/insurers a critical 
role to play in catalyzing action by companies, 
governments, and stakeholders to help the transition to 
net-zero and build a nature-positive future. 

 
 
Rare, DA-BFAR, and UN-FAO launch the 
Report on the Status of Artisanal Fisheries 
in the Philippines 
 
By Rare Philippines 
 

As part of the celebration of the National Fisherfolk Day 
and the International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and 
Aquaculture (IYAFA), Rare partnered with the DA-
BFAR and UN-FAO to launch the Report on the Status 
of Artisanal Fisheries in the Philippines. The report uses 
five pillars of the Global Action Plan of IYAFA – coastal 
environment, social conditions, economic conditions, 
participatory governance, and resilience – to assess the 
status of small-scale fisheries and aquaculture in the 
country. 

 
 

Rare and the Siargao Environmental 
Awareness Movement (SEA Movement) 
launch the Adopt an MPA campaign 
 
By Rare Philippines 

 
As part of the celebration of World Oceans Month, Rare 
teamed up with the SEA Movement to generate support 
for protecting the marine sanctuaries of Siargao Island 
in Surigao del Norte province. There are 17 MPAs and 
15 proposed sanctuaries in the Island where Rare is 
implementing its Fishing for Climate Resilience project 
supported by Germany’s International Climate Initiative. 
Conserving these MPAs and its surrounding managed 
access fishing grounds not only protects coastal 
communities’ source of food and livelihood but also 
increases their capacity to adapt to climate change. 

 

 
A portion of the dense mangrove forests in the Municipality of Del 
Carmen in Siargao that protected the communities from storm surge 
last Dec 2021. 

 
Protecting Siargao’s coastal communities 
and marine ecosystem 
 
By Rare Philippines 

 
In December 2021, Typhoon Rai hit Siargao island, 
damaging 90 percent of its landscape and isolating the 
island for more than a week. With winds of up to 260 
km/hour, Typhoon Rai leveled farmlands, destroyed 
properties, and damaged fishing boats. Fish corrals, 
seaweed farms, and portions of the mangrove and coral 
reef areas also sustained damage, affecting the lives 
and livelihoods of more than 6,000 families dependent 
on these resources. But according to some residents, 
their situation could have been worse if they did not 
have their mangroves to protect their houses from the 
storm surge and the ocean to source their food, 
especially after they were isolated from the mainland for 
days. 
 
The aftermath of the typhoon reinforced among the 
island’s residents the importance of protecting their 
marine ecosystem, especially now as climate impacts 
intensify and threaten their survival. Local government 
officials are jointly working with coastal communities, 
particularly small-scale fishers, to protect their fishing 
grounds and marine protected areas. Last June 2022, 
local government officials in the municipalities of Burgos 

https://earthsecurity.org/report/insurance-underwriting-with-nature-how-mangroves-can-transform-the-climate-strategy-of-companies-cities-and-re-insurers/
https://earthsecurity.org/report/insurance-underwriting-with-nature-how-mangroves-can-transform-the-climate-strategy-of-companies-cities-and-re-insurers/
https://earthsecurity.org/report/insurance-underwriting-with-nature-how-mangroves-can-transform-the-climate-strategy-of-companies-cities-and-re-insurers/
https://earthsecurity.org/report/insurance-underwriting-with-nature-how-mangroves-can-transform-the-climate-strategy-of-companies-cities-and-re-insurers/
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and Pilar passed two ordinances establishing 252 
hectares of new marine protected areas (MPA) and 
endorsing management plans that support the 
sustainable management of these areas and the co-
managed fishing grounds. Local officials of Burgos and 
the communities held an awareness campaign during 
the Municipality’s Foundation Day to announce the new 
marine protected area ordinance.  Together with Rare, 
local leaders distributed fisher identification cards and 
installed billboards showing messages on sustainable 
fishing behaviors. Buoys were also installed to mark the 
boundaries of the marine protected areas. 
 
All these initiatives are part of Rare’s Fishing for Climate 
Resilience project supported by Germany’s 
International Climate Initiative (IKI) program. Through 
this project, Rare works with partners to revitalize 
coastal marine ecosystems, protect biodiversity, secure 
the livelihoods of small-scale fishers, and enhance the 
capacity of their communities to adapt to climate 
impacts. 

 

 
 

 
 
PH climate resilient urban plans and 
designs featured in global conference 
 
By UN-Habitat Philippines 

 
Using resilient urban plans and designs, urban actors 
around the world immersed in a training to unlock 
solutions that will address climate related issues like 

increasing temperature, sea level rise, and flooding in 
the cities of Cagayan De Oro, Ormoc, and Tagum 
during the Eleventh Session of the World Urban Forum 
(WUF11) held in Katowice, Poland, last June 28 to 30. 
 
The training event tagged as “Applying climate data to 
inform citywide adaptation actions through urban plans 
and designs” is part of the weeklong activities at 
WUF11, a global event that seeks to tackle various 
challenges like rapid urbanization, climate change, and 
its impact on communities, cities, economies, and 
policies. 
 
Participants from 21 different countries worked on 
actual city cases and climate data in the Philippines 
during the session spearheaded by the Department of 
Human Settlements and Urban Development (DHSUD).  
 
The city cases were direct outputs and results of the 
Building Climate Resiliency through Urban Plans and 
Designs (BCRUPD), a project implemented by UN-
Habitat Philippines and supported by the German 
government’s International Climate Initiative. 
 
With climate information from the cities, the participants 
took on the challenge of a design charrette, design 
prioritization activity, and design implementation 
session, allowing them to nimble through the entire 
urban planning process at different spatial scales. 
 
DHSUD organizers, headed by Usec. Marylin Pintor, 
worked closely with UN-Habitat Philippines for staging 
the event that featured the partner cities of BCRUPD. 
 
Read the full article here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://designingresilience.ph/ph-climate-resilient-urban-plans-and-designs-featured-in-global-conference/
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Mitigation Efforts 
 
 

 
 

 
Group photo, featuring, among others: Felix William B. Fuentebella, 
Undersecretary, DOE (first rank in the middle); Roderick M. Planta, 
Undersecretary, Investment Programming Group, National Economic 
Development Authority (NEDA) (first rank, first person on right hand 
side), Maria Edita Z. Tan, Undersecretary, Policy Development and 
Management Services Group Department of Finance (DOF) (first 
rank, second person on right hand side) as well as the OECD CEFIM 
team, Cecilia Tam, CEFIM Programme Team Leader, OECD (first  
ranke in the middle) and Jeremy Faroi, Philippines Programme 
Coordinator (second rank in the middle). 
 

OECD conducted its first OECD-DOE 
Workshop, Unlocking finance and 
investment for clean energy in the 
Philippines 
 

By OECD-CEFIM 

 
Last December, the OECD launched its new Philippines 
Clean Energy Finance and Investment Mobilisation 
Programme to support the Philippines’ efforts to 
accelerate finance and investment for clean energy. As 
one of the Programme’s flagship outputs, the OECD, in 
collaboration with the Department of Energy (DoE) and 
other government institutions, is developing a Clean 
Energy Finance and Investment Roadmap of the 
Philippines, which will bring government and private 
sector stakeholders together to agree upon a clear 
action plan that identifies and addresses bottlenecks 
complicating or constraining finance and investment in 
the country.  
 
As an input to the Roadmap, the OECD and DoE held 
their first Workshop (in a series of three) that brought 
together more than 200 stakeholders over two days to 
identify and discuss key barriers to scaling up finance 
and investment for clean energy in the Philippines. Day 
1 of the event discussed sustainable finance and its link 
to clean energy; energy efficiency finance and 
investment as well as challenges to accelerate 
investment in electric vehicles deployment in the 
Philippines. Day 2 focused on renewable energy finance 
and investment challenges. More details on the event 
(including a summary, presentations, and a background 
note) can be accesses here. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Sustainable Banking Academy Launched 
for Southeast Asian Bankers 
 

By WWF Philippines 

 
The banking and finance sector can play a driving role 
in mobilizing, investing, and directing capital toward the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and towards 
climate outcomes. To support the banking sector in 
aligning with these objectives, the Principles for 
Responsible Banking provide a framework to support 
banks in aligning their strategies with the SDGs and 
Paris Agreement.  Today, the principles have been 
signed on by over 270 banks, representing over 45 per 
cent of banking assets worldwide. 
 
To further assist the shift of the banking sector towards 
sustainable outcomes, a collective of agencies 
comprised of the Association of Development Finance 
Institutions in Asia and Pacific (ADFIAP), Global 
Reporting Initiative (GRI), United Nations Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), 
United Nations Environment Program Finance Initiative 
(UNEP FI) and the World Wide Fund for Nature 
Philippines (WWF) launched the Finance Flows’ 
Sustainable Banking Academy last May 6.  
 
The Finance Flows’ Sustainable Banking Academy is 
comprised of five modules which include:  
1. Aligning financial flows with sustainable development 
goals  
2. Incorporating sustainability into banks' governance 
and culture  
3. Measuring and managing E&S impacts and risks  

https://www.oecd.org/cefim/philippines/
https://www.oecd.org/cefim/philippines/
https://www.oecd.org/cefim/philippines/
https://www.oecd.org/environment/cc/cefim/philippines/firstoecd-doeworkshopunlockingfinanceandinvestmentforcleanenergyinthephilippines.htm
https://www.unepfi.org/banking/bankingprinciples/
https://www.unepfi.org/banking/bankingprinciples/
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4. Engaging customers, clients and stakeholders to 
develop sustainable financial products  
5. Sustainability reporting: A critical tool for enhancing 
corporate transparency and accountability  
 
The Academy is based on a series of sustainable 
finance webinars for Southeast Asian bankers held 
between October 2020 and January 2021 by the 
Finance Flows partnership collective. Each webinar was 
designed to highlight one of the core principles of the 
Principles for Responsible Banking. The Academy’s e-
learning course content is self-paced and tailored to the 
Southeast Asian banking sector, with Philippines-
specific content available for institutions based in the 
country.  Banking professionals receive certification 
once the course is completed.  
 
The Financing Flows’ partnership collective aims to 
support a system-wide adoption of sustainable finance 
throughout the private banking sector. The course 
works to mobilize and equip the banking community to 
align their practices with sustainable outcomes. 

 
TRANSfer Project commemorated its 
closing last June 2022 
 

By TRANSfer, GIZ Philippines 
 

After eight years of fruitful collaboration with the 
Philippine government, the TRANSfer project, 
implemented by GIZ on behalf of the German federal 
government's International Climate Initiative, 
commemorated its closing with a small handover event 
on 28 June 2022. 
 
As a global project involved in countries across Asia, 
Latin America, and Africa, TRANSfer has worked on 
sustainable transport Philippines through two project 
phases. The first, Towards climate-friendly transport 
technologies and measures (2014-2017), supported the 
Department of Transportation and the Land 
Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board on 
the Public Utility Vehicle (PUV) Modernization Program. 
The second, Facilitating the development of ambitious 
transport mitigation measures (2017-2022), worked with 
the DOTr and the National Economic and Development 
Authority, among other national- and local-level urban 
transport stakeholders, to develop the Philippine Urban 
Mobility Programme. 
 
The Philippine Urban Mobility Programme—or the 
PUMP—captures the vision of Filipinos to have people-
oriented cities empowered by efficient, dignified, and 
sustainable mobility, and provides a framework to 
realize this by highlighting social, environmental, and 
economic objectives and indicators as well as five key 
thematic areas for actions: active mobility, public 
transport, urban freight, travel demand management, 
and transit-oriented development. The PUMP has been 
recognized by government partners as the 
operationalization of the National Transport Policy 
released in 2017. 
 
While the TRANSfer project has come to a close, its 
work on sustainable urban mobility is continued through 

Urban-Act, a regional project focused on vertical 
integration for effective climate protection, and 
TRANSCEND, which includes a component on 
mitigation actions through transport.  
 
The TRANSfer projects in Asia—Indonesia, Thailand, 
and the Philippines—also held a joint online closing 
event during the Transport and Climate Change Week 
held last 9-13 May 2022. A recording of the session is 
available on the Changing Transport channels. 
 
 
 

https://changing-transport.org/transfer-project-in-the-philippines/
https://changing-transport.org/publication/philippine-urban-mobility-programme/
https://changing-transport.org/publication/philippine-urban-mobility-programme/
https://neda.gov.ph/national-transport-policy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1ToZYtarto
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Biodiversity and Climate Change

 

 
Apo Reef Natural Park rangers preparing for a patrol to check on the 
area for potential illegal fishers. 
 

 
A tourist and her guide kayaking over the lakes of Balinsasayao Twin 
Lakes Natural Park  
 

  
A member of the Balinsasayao Twin Lakes Farmers Association, Inc. 
harvesting ferns from the park’s fernery that they will make into a 
salad for serving to the park visitors. 

 
DENR, DOT and DILG sign a joint 
declaration in support of the Year of the 
Protected Areas Campaign 
 
By BIOFIN Philippines  

 
The Secretaries of the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR), Department of Tourism 
(DOT) and the Department of the Interior and Local 
Government (DILG) sign a joint declaration in support of 
the celebration of the Year of the Protected Areas or 
YoPA Campaign marking the 90th anniversary of 
protected area establishment in the country.  
 
On the 1st of February 1932, Republic Act 3915 - An Act 
Providing for the Establishment of National Parks, 
Declaring Such Parks as Game Refuges, and for other 
Purposes was passed into law. Following the passing of 
this law, Mount Arayat became the first national park in 
the Philippines established on June 27, 1933. 
 

To mark this monumental year, the DENR through its 
Biodiversity Management Bureau and the UNDP-led 
Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN) together with 
DOT and DILG spearheaded the launching of the first 
ever campaign that features the country’s natural gems 
i.e., the protected areas. The YoPA campaign is a 
massive information campaign that seeks to increase 
the public’s awareness on the value of protected areas 
and encourage them to visit these national parks. Such 
movement aims to increase revenues from tourism and 
plough this back to the conservation of the protected 
areas.   
 
“With sustainable tourism being a long-time advocacy of 
the DOT, we are proud to have partnered with BIOFIN, 
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, 
and the Department of Interior and Local Government in 
support of this project,” former DOT Secretary and now 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Deputy Governor 
Bernadette Romulo-Puyat said in her speech. 
 
Why is this campaign important? Former DENR Acting 
Secretary Jim Sampulna accounted in his message 
during the launch that “Protected areas are our lifeline”.  
In a 2014 study entitled “National Management 
Effectiveness and Capacity Assessment” that evaluated 
a total of 61 protected areas, among the many 
challenges cited were the lack of PA funding and 
untapped ecotourism potential of the PAs.  Meanwhile, 
a 2018 BIOFIN study accounts that the public sector 
allocation to PA management ranges from less than 
USD 3,000 to USD 18,000 annually compared to an 
ideal estimate of USD 49,780 average per 1,000 
visitors. 
 
In his message at the campaign launch, outgoing DILG 
Secretary Eduardo Año emphasized the need for a 
collaborative effort and urged the local government unit 
(LGU) leaders to “invest in the protected areas found in 
your jurisdictions and to promote responsible tourism 
and eco-friendly development in partnership with 
communities, neighboring LGUs, the academe, CSOs 
and the private sector.” 
 
The YoPA campaign seeks to help address these 
issues by promoting the national parks and encouraging 
the public to practice responsible and regenerative 
tourism within the PAs.   Additionally, the campaign 
aims to establish private sector partnerships and 
provide technical assistance for the development of 
tourism products within PAs. The campaign will further 
develop and pilot the very first PA Green Passport that 
will offer packages, discounts, and badges to PA 
travelers as a way to promote a more sustainable and 
responsible travel to Philippines’ PAs. 
 
Former Deputy Speaker of the House and now Senator 
Loren Legarda, a known legislative champion for the 
environment, in her speech recognizes that “Nature-
based solutions will be the new currency as the world 
works towards resilience.” While the campaign will run 
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for a year, ensuring its sustainability beyond the 
campaign period is equally important. A pending 
proposed Presidential Proclamation declaring 2022 as 
National Year of the PAs and June of each year as 
Month of the PAs has been submitted to the Office of 
the President for approval. Senator Legarda had filed 
House Resolution 02596 urging the President to sign 
the proposed YoPA Presidential Proclamation. “[I]f our 
protected areas are governed and managed well, these 
areas will benefit us all,” Senator Legarda added. DENR 
together with the DOT and DILG are committed to push 
for the approval of the proposed YoPA Presidential 
Proclamation. 
 
YoPA celebrity ambassadors Jasmine Curtis-Smith and 
Erwan Heussaff at the launch urged the public to help in 
the conservation of protected areas. They also pledged 
to use their voices and their platforms to raise 
awareness on the importance of protecting national 
parks. 
 
Resident Representative Selva Ramachandran further 
pledged UNDP Philippines’ “support and commitment 
for the Philippines’ protected areas” by working hand in 
hand with the DENR, DOT, and the DILG. He 
emphasized the need to work together “for our future 
and the future of the coming generations.” 
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OTHER RELEVANT NEWS 
 
IKI implemented its gender help desk 
 
Since November 2021, the IKI is implementing its 
gender strategy. The strategy is based on a needs-
based approach and also sets out to contribute to 
capacity development of IKI implementing 
organisations. To this end, a gender help desk at the IKI 
Office of ZUG has been set up. 
 
All implementing organisations, project applicants, 
implementation partners and sub-contractors of IKI 
projects but also interested members of the public or 
other donors. Anyone who would like to know more 
about IKI’s gender strategy, and its implementation is 
welcome to contact the help desk. 
 
Read More 

https://www.international-climate-initiative.com/en/about-iki/values-responsibility/gender/iki-gender-help-desk/

