
City Adaptation Strategy and 
UPD Policy Framework



Session Objectives

• To review existing policies/local legislation relative to CCA
• To initiate formulation of strategy and policy framework for CC 

adaptation  
• To validate the proposed projects in view of strategy



Refresher: Resilience Thinking and Climate 
Adaptation

“Adaptation” Defined
IPCC AR5:

The process of adjustment to actual or expected climate and its 
effects. In human systems, adaptation seeks to moderate or avoid 
harm or exploit beneficial opportunities. In some natural systems, 
human intervention may facilitate adjustment to expected climate 
and its effects

UNFCC:

Adaptation refers to adjustments in ecological, social, or economic 
systems in response to actual or expected climatic stimuli and their 
effects or impacts. It refers to changes in processes, practices, and 
structures to moderate potential damages or to benefit from 
opportunities associated with climate change (IPCC 2001, TAR)

Philippines RA 9729:
“Adaptation refers to adjustments in natural and human systems in response to 
actual or expected climatic stimuli and their effects  which moderates harm or 
exploits beneficial opportunities”

“Adaptation is a means to resilience building”



What change in climate is 
projected to happen? 

When?

Who and what will be 
affected? Where? Why?

What are their/its existing 
capacities that help to 

withstand the change? 
- Do you increase the 

same capacities? 
- Do you need new 

capacities to adapt and 
act?

“CC will influence change in the Form and Design of 
Urban Areas and Human Settlements”



Source: 



Source: 



Deciding on Adaptation Actions

What then is your objective?
• Minimize / reduce / retreat from / transfer / share / absorb / avoid all 

or only part of the expected or observed impacts;
• Return levels of human well-being to pre-climate change levels; 
• Maintain current levels of risk or as a minimum reduce them cost-

effectively within agreed budgets or pre-defined acceptable levels

(sample question from UNFCCC NWP assessing costs and benefits of adaptation options, 2011)



Climate Risk Management

Climate risk management involves a systematic approach to 
use climate information and practice of considering climate-

related trends and events in development decision-making to 
cope with climate change and minimize potential harm 

(UNISDR, 2008)



Climate Risk Management 
(Sample from Australian Department of Environment Heritage)



Climate Risk Management 
(Sample from Australian Department of Environment Heritage)



Climate Risk Management 
(Sample from Australian Department of Environment Heritage)





Workshop
Key Questions

1. What do you want to do with the risks and 
vulnerabilities? 

2. Who and what will the LCCAP strategy/ies
focus on? Where and when will it happen? 

3. How are they connected within the larger 
system (city, province)? 

4. Are there conflicts and tradeoffs between CC 
actions? CC and other development actions? 
What possible technical and/or policy 
adjustments are required in such cases? 

5. What general policy/ies (existing or planned) 
are necessary to support implementation? 
How will it affect the CLUP? CDP? ZO? 

What to do

1. Review objectives, strategies 
and indicators

2. Map out the strategies

3. Discuss and describe/illustrate 
connections

4. Discuss

5. Update policy matrix



Netherlands: Room for Rivers

• Almost 30% below sea level, and 
another 30% at risk of riverine flooding

• Famous for its large scale dike, sea wall 
and storm surge barrier projects

• Gradually recognized the long-term 
impacts of climate change on sea 
levels, temperatures, as well as greater 
risk of drought and potential for 
greater river discharge which will it 
aggravate existing flood risks

New strategy: Delta Programme

• Proactive, not reactive approach

• expands the scale and integration of 
interventions

• departs from traditional approach of 
flood prevention, to a more systems-
based approach

• incorporates climate change risk in its 
decision-making processes, analyzing 
water management options against 
objectives and under different climate 
scenarios. This ensures robustness of 
infrastructure projects as well as 
promotes flexibility 



Aims to restore 
landscapes along 
the country’s 
rivers to create 
more room for 
floodwaters and 
give space for the 
river to flood 
safely.



Policy and Implementation 
Linkages




