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CLIMATE POLICY HIGHLIGHTS


Climate Change Commission (CCC) welcomes the appointment of Commissioner Rachel Herrera.
Atty. Rachel Herrera, experienced in the field of environmental law and climate change legislation and
actively engaged in international climate and disaster risk reduction governance, joined the leadership of
the Climate Change Commission as Commissioner on January 16. Read More



CCC affirms Philippine commitment to the Paris Agreement. In pursuit of optimizing co-benefits of
low carbon development and strengthening resilience, the Climate Change Commission has consulted
with various national and subnational stakehlders to strengthen the Philippine NDC as the country’s
roadmap towards a low-carbon transition . Read More



CCC pushes for interagency convergence to strengthen Local Climate Change Action Plans
(LCCAP). In order to strengthen the cooperation among oversight and technical departments as well as
academia in providing technical support to local government units in formulating their LCCAPs, a
Memorandum of Agreement will be signed by relevant actors. The agreement was reached during an
Interagency Meeting on March 15. Read More



Philippine Government set to release 192 million Peso in climate change adaptation funding to 4
LGU recipients of the Peoples’ Survival Fund (PSF). The local government units of del Carmen,
Siargao Island, Surigao del Norte; Lanuza, Surigao del Sur; Gerona, Tarlac; and San Francisco,
Camotes Island, Cebu as well as the Department of Finance, and the Climate Change Commission
signed the financial agreement provding support to local adaptation through the PSF on March 7. Read
More
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Philippine Blue Carbon Roadmap drafted. Protecting and conserving coastal blue carbon
ecosystems in the Philippines is the aim of the Philippine Blue Carbon Roadmap which was drafted in
consultation with key stakeholders at the three-day planning and consultation workshop on March 1921. A Philippine Blue Carbon Steering Committee and Technical Working Group were also established.
Read More



CCC advocates green hospitals. As part of the series of regional dialogues on greening measures in
hospitals and other health care facilities, a forum was conducted on March 19 in Cagayan de Oro. The
forum was attended by leaders and key stakeholders of the health care sector in the region. Read More



National Climate Budget Tagging Training conducted. A series of trainings was conducted by the
Climate Change Commission to orient the planning and budget officers of various national government
agencies on the processes and documentary requirements of the Climate Change Budget Tagging
system on March 15-20. Read More



CCC urges Philippine government to mainstream gender in climate action. The importance of
gender as a key consideration in planning and implementing climate action at all levels of government
was emphasized by Climate Change Commissioner Rachel Herrera during a briefing on climate change
and the Paris Agreement at the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR). This will
be reflected in the National Climate Change Action Plans and the Local Climate Change Action Plans.
Read More



The Philippines move closer to renewable energy shift. To develop a national framework on energy
in line with Commission Resolution No. 2016-001 on the Development of a Clear Policy on Coal-Fired
Power Plants in Pursuit of a Low Carbon Development Pathway for the Philippines, a series of
consultations were led by the Climate Change Commission. The framework will be presented to the
Cabinet Cluster on Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation and Disaster Risk Reduction. Read More



CCC and NCCA Radio Show. At the observance of the 2018 World Radio Day, the Climate Change
Commission and the National Commission for Culture and the Arts (NCCA) launched their upcoming
radio soap opera project which is set to feature the 17 Sustainable Development Goals, including
climate action. Read More



Climate experts agree on Research and Development Agenda for 2018. Nine research topics on
key adaptation and mitigation issues at the national and subnational levels were identified by national
climate experts to be part of the Research and Development Agenda for 2018. Read More



New National Urban Development and Housing Framework released. Integrating climate change
resilience in planning and decision-making in urban areas, the 2017–2022 National Urban Development
Housing Framework (NUDHF) was released by the Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board. Read
More



CCC renews partnership with civil society organizations. Underscoring the importance of
cooperation and collaboration of national government agencies and civil society organizations in
providing technical support to local government units in planning for climate action, the Climate Change
Commission met with civil society organizations to discuss further areas of collaboration. Read More



DENR issues guideline on drone use for land survey. Guidelines governing the use of unmanned
aerial systems (UAS) were issued by the Land Management Bureau of the Department of Environment
and Natural Resources (DENR) to optimize the utilization of drone technology in providing land-based
information. Read More
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DENR to strictly enforce environmental laws in Philippines’ tourism hotspots. Boracay, El Nido,
and Panglao, one of the top tourist destinations in the Philippines, face deteriorating environmental
quality as a result of tourist activities in these areas. As such, the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources resolved to stricly enforce implementation of environmental laws in these priority
areas. Read More 1|2|3



DENR targets clean-up of Manila Bay, Laguna Lake. Manila Bay and Laguna Lake, two important
bodies of water in the Philippines, face worsening pollution problem. The Department of Environment
and Natural Resources is therefore strengthening measures to improve water quality. Read More 1 | 2.



DENR starts probe of all forest management licenses. As a preventive measure against disasters
like flash floods and mudslides due to environmental degradation, the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources ordered a review of 104 companies granted licenses to establish industrial tree
plantations. Read More



DOE issues energy resiliency policy. Department Circular No. 2018-01-0001 was released by the
Department of Energy (DOE) on January 17 to strengthen the resilience of energy infrastructure and
ensure continuous operations and energy supply amidst disasters. Read More



Indigenous People to receive payments from hosting power projects. Department Circular No.
2018-03-0005 was released by the Department of Energy to ensure compliance with the provisions of
the Electric Power Industry Reform Act on providing benefits to host local communities from operations
by the energy resource developers or power producers in the area. Read More



DOE issues new policy to establish WESM's independent market operator. Department Circular
No. 2018-01-0002 was released by the Department of Energy to establish an Independent Market
Operator to operate the Wholesale Electricity Spot Market (WESM) to ensure fair competition and the
promotion of public interest in the electric power industry. Read More



DOE to energize off-grid areas. A program to install small renewable energy-based applications in
three off-grid pilot sites was presented by the Department of Energy and the National Electrification
Administration on March 2. These proved to contribute to productivity in select agricultural production
activities, as revealed by the study conducted by DOE and NEA and the European Union-Access to
Sustainable Energy Program (EU-ASEP) in two sites in Davao Occidental and one in Bohol. Read More



DOE, IAEA discuss technical cooperation on nuclear energy. Updates on the use of output of the
on-going technical cooperation between the Department of Energy and the International Atomic Energy
Agency as well as future possible collaboration areas were discussed by DOE Secretary Alfonso G.
Cusi and IAWA Director General, Yukiya Amano at the courtesy call on February 8. Read More
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IKI PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS


Five cities go to climate action planning “bootcamp”. A Local Climate Change Action Plan (LCCAP)
training workshop was held for the cities of Angeles, Cagayan de Oro, Legazpi, Ormoc, and Tagum.



Pasig commits to strengthening local climate action through citizen engagement. Employees and
officers of Pasig City Hall, led by Mayor Bobby Eusebio, former Mayor Maribel Andaya Eusebio, and
officials of the Sangguniang Panlungsod (City Council) celebrated the Ambitious City Promises (ACP)
Day. Read More



Road transit rationalization study for Metro Manila and surrounding areas. The Department of
Transportation (DOTr), Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB), and Office of
Transport Cooperatives (OTC) participated in a workshop organized by GIZ TRANSfer regarding the
route rationalization component of the Public Utility Vehicle (PUV) Modernization Program.



Philippines join the Asia LEDS’ Experts’ Workshop and 2017 Forum in Vietnam. The Department
of Transportation (DOTr), Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB), and Office
of Transport Cooperatives (OTC) joined two events hosted by the Asia Low Emission Development
Strategies (LEDS) Partnership from 04-06 December 2017 in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.



Strategic planning workshop for a National Urban Mobility Program. The Department of
Transportation (DOTr), together with the GIZ TRANSfer Project, held a multi-stakeholder strategic
planning workshop for a National Sustainable Urban Mobility Program (NUMP) on 20 February 2018.



Climate-relevant criteria integrated into the National Ecolabelling Program. The National
Ecolabelling Program - Green Choice Philippines (NELP-GCP) is a Type 1 ecolabelling program,
following the guidelines of ISO 14024 for environmental declaration. It is a certification program which
awards an environmental label to products and services that meet a set of predetermined criteria based
on life-cycle considerations.



Cool Contributions fighting Climate Change (C4) Project supports the implementation of product
safety standards for refrigerators and air conditioners in the Philippines. The Department of Trade
and Industry (DTI) has released Department Administrative Order (DAO) No. 18-03 Series of 2018
which declares the Philippine National Standards (PNS) on refrigeration and air conditioning for product
safety under the mandatory product certification.



WWF-PH, PCEPSDI promote sustainable consumption and production in the Philippine food
service industry. World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Philippines’ The Sustainable Diner: A Key
Ingredient for Sustainable Tourism project and the Philippine Center for Environmental Protection and
Sustainable Development, Inc. (PCEPSDI) sign a Memorandum of Agreement, promoting the
implementation of sustainable consumption and production practices in the local food service industry.



Green Banking project wins German Innovation Prize for Climate and Environment (IKU). The
Renewables Academy AG (RENAC) project Green Banking - Capacity Building on Green Energy and
Climate Finance has been awarded the Innovationspreis für Klima und Umwelt (IKU) by the German
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety (BMUB) and
the Federation of German Industries (BDI). Read More



Scholarships available for Certified Flexible Power System Specialist (CFPSS). Within the capacity
building program CapREG “Capacity Building on Renewable Energy and Grid Integration“, the
Renewables Academy (RENAC) AG will offer a six-month online training on “Certified Flexible Power
System Specialist (CFPSS)” from May – November 2018.



Green Banking South East Asia: Last round of application. It is the last chance this year for
Philippine professionals to apply for the Green Finance Specialist (GFS), the Delegation Tour and the
Train-the-Trainer Seminar of RENAC on a scholarship basis.
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Strengthening the resilience of vulnerable coastal communities in the Philippines’ Eastern
Seaboard. The Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), as the Philippines’ National
Designated Authority (NDA) to the Green Climate Fund (GCF), submitted a Concept Note for the
“Strengthening the Resilience of the Most Vulnerable Coastal Communities to Climate Change in the
Philippines’ Eastern Seaboard” to GCF in May 2017.



Philippine voices strong at V-LED regional workshop in run-up to the 9th session of the World
Urban Forum (WUF 9). A regional workshop, "Enhancing National Urban Policies and Vertical
Integration: Governance, Capacities, Finance for Local Climate Action," was organized by V-LED Asia
and the UN program Development Account with institutional partners on 4–6 February 2018, in the runup to the World Urban Forum in Malaysia.



Contributing factors for effective land use planning surfaced in German study. The German
Institute for Development Evaluation (DEval) presented its evaluation of the impact, diffusion, and
scaling-up of the climate-smart land-use planning approach in the Philippines.



Retooling on GIS and climate vulnerability and disaster risk analysis. Around 30 technical planners
of the Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board (HLURB) were trained on the application of geographic
information system (GIS) and risk and vulnerability assessment frameworks to climate-smart land-use
and development planning and urban resilience.



Webinar held on Nexus approach to updating the PH National Climate Change Action Plan. The
SupportCCC II project hosted the first of several learning exchange webinars of the GIZ Green Sector
Forum. The first webinar presented the Nexus approach to the updating of the Philippines’ NCCAP.



Society of Environmental Engineers of the Philippines (SEEP) advocates inclusion of climate
science and ecosystem-based adaptation concepts in higher education curriculum. SEEP is
advocating for the inclusion of climate science and EbA concepts in curricular offerings for higher
education degrees on environmental engineering in the proposed Environmental Engineering law.



CCC, GIZ set plan for 2018 for SupportCCC II Project. The Climate Change Commission (CCC),
together with the Department of Energy (DOE), Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR), the Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board (HLURB), and GIZ mapped out the operational
plan for this year’s implementation of the Support to the Philippines in Shaping and Implementing the
International Climate Regime (SupportCCCII) Project. Read More



Young typhoon survivors lead climate change campaign in school in Basey, Samar. Students from
a community battered by numerous typhoons in the Philippines are leading a local campaign against
climate change.



7.5 Years in Panay: Results and impacts of ForClim I and II. The Forest and Climate Protection
Panay (ForClim) project of the German and Philippine governments, implemented by GIZ and DENR in
two phases that span almost eight years, came together with partners to look back on their
achievements and lessons learned before the project closes this year.



Philippine National Plans of Action on Napoleon Wrasse, Sharks and Rays. The Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources and the National Fisheries Research and Development Institute
produced Philippine Status Reports and National Plans of Action on Napoleon wrasse (Cheilinus
undulatus) and on sharks and rays, including the National Stock Assessment Program. Read More



Whale shark satellite tagging data retrieved: first digitally recorded Malaysia-Philippine
transboundary migration for the species. As of February 2018, five of ten satellite tags deployed on
whale sharks (Rhincodon typus) in Honda Bay, Palawan detached and transmitted data revealing
transboundary migration of the species.



Filipino fishers bank on each other. Through participatory processes, community members developed
their own conservation goals and implementation mechanisms. In this context, more than 100 savings
clubs emerged as self-help mechanisms for vulnerable coastal communities in the Philippines.
Community activities in the region have been supported by the ‘Scaling up innovative community-based
protection of coastal biodiversity’ project. Read More
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GENERAL NEWS IN THE PHILIPPINES
Climate Change Commission welcomes new commissioner
On January 16, 2018 President Duterte appointed Atty.
Rachel Anne Sibugan Herrera as the new climate
change Commissioner.
Rachel Herrera has extensive experiences in the field
of environmental law and climate change legislation.
She was a member of the Philippine Delegation to the
23rd Conference of Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change, the 2016
High-Level Signing Ceremony of the Paris Agreement
on Climate Change, and the 3rd UN World Conference
on Disaster Risk Reduction. Before the appointment,
Ms. Herrera provided legal and technical advice to the
Senate and the International Committee of the Red
Cross.
“The appointment of Atty. Herrera brings stability and
motivation to the Commission”, Secretary Emmanuel
De Guzman of the Climate Change Commission said.
Read More
Oath-taking ceremony of the newly appointed Atty. Rachel
Herrera as Commissioner of the CCC. Photo: CCC

CCC affirms Philippines’ commitment to
the Paris Agreement
The CCC recognized the first anniversary of the
Senate’s concurrence to the Philippines’ ratification of
the Paris Climate Change Agreement on March, 14.
Since the ratification of the agreement, the CCC has
been facilitating a bottom-up approach to developing
the Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) - the
country’s roadmap towards a low-carbon transition.
A total of 15 consultations and validation meetings on
the NDC sectoral targets and adaptation and mitigation
options for the agriculture, waste, industry,
transportation, forestry, and energy sectors were hold
in 2017. How government agencies as well as the
private sector and other relevant stakeholders could
further collaborate and invest in implementing climatesmart initiatives across all sectors will also be covered
by the roadmap.
Secretary De Guzman explained, “Our NDC shall
convey mitigation as a function of adaptation, which is
the country’s anchor climate action strategy. We want
to optimize the co-benefits of adopting a low-carbon
development pathway while strengthening our
communities’ resilience against the effects of climate
change.”
Read More
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CCC pushes for an interagency
convergence to strengthen local climate
actions
During the consultative Interagency Meeting at the
Senate of the Philippines on March 15, it was agreed
that the CCC will draft a Memorandum of Agreement
(MOA) that will create a convergence group to
strengthen climate change adaptation measures at the
local level. The MOA further aims to outline the specific
responsibilities of relevant agencies in order to assist
LGUs in the formulation of their Local Climate Change
Action Plan (LCCAP) and other development plans in a
convergent way.
Existing efforts and materials with the objective to
capacitate LGUs to come up with their LCCAP needs
to be harmonized.
Participants from Department of Information and
Communication Technology (DICT), Philippine Institute
of Volcanology and Seismology (PHIVOLCS),
Philippine Atmospheric Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Administration (PAGASA), National Mapping
and Resource Information Authority (NAMRIA),
National Resilience Council (NRC), Philippine
Association of State Universities and Colleges
(PASUC), CCC, and University of the Philippines
Resilience Institute recognized the need to develop a
common tool for risk mapping by LGUs. Dr. Rosa
Perez of the CCC’s National Panel of Technical
Experts, emphasized the need for both deterministic
and probabilistic multi-hazard maps.
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With united efforts and those necessary and uniform
tools local communities will be able to implement
effective local adaptation interventions that will build
climate resilience and reduce disaster risk.

Philippine Blue Carbon Roadmap drafted

Read More

Philippine Government set to release 192
million Peso in climate change adaptation
funding to 4 LGU recipients of the
Peoples’ Survival Fund (PSF).
On March 7, 2018, the Department of Finance and the
Climate Change Commission led the signing of the
financial agreement with the four local government
recipients of the Peoples’ Survival Fund (PSF).
The four local government units (LGUs)—del Carmen,
Siargao Island, Surigao del Norte; Lanuza, Surigao del
Sur; Gerona, Tarlac; and San Francisco, Camotes
Island, Cebu, will soon start the implementation of their
local adaptation projects that will address the
vulnerabilities to climate change of key drivers of their
economies and their respective communities’
livelihood. The projects amount to 192 million Peso
combined.
The PSF, created through the amendment of the
Climate Change Act in 2012, aims to provide a steady
stream of financing for adaptation measures
implemented at the local level and can be accessed by
LGUs and local community organizations. Nine more
projects are being considered for approval in the
upcoming PSF Board meeting in June.
Read More

CCC initiates three-day workshop to develop the Blue
Carbon Roadmap, which will serve as a guide in achieving
the goal of the National Blue Carbon Initiative. Photo: CCC,

In line with the government’s efforts to promote
climate-smart and climate-adaptive communities, the
Climate Change Commission (CCC) facilitated the
development of a comprehensive Blue Carbon
Roadmap for the National Blue Carbon Initiative.
The CCC assembled representatives from national
government agencies, non-government organizations,
academia and the private sector with existing
programs and projects on blue carbon from March 19
to 21 to create the blueprint towards achieving the goal
of the National Blue Carbon Initiative of building the
resilience of coastal communities.
The Blue Carbon Initiative started in 2011 as a
coordinated, global program focused on mitigating
climate change through the conservation and
restoration of the blue carbon ecosystems. This
initiative is being spearheaded by Conservation
International, in cooperation with the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature and the
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization.
Recognizing the significance of localizing this initiative,
the CCC has drafted a resolution creating the Blue
Carbon Steering Committee and Technical Working
Group (TWG) of the Philippines.

Photo: CCC

The CCC, as the Committee Secretariat, organized a
three-day workshop to convene the members of the
TWG to develop the roadmap for the Blue Carbon
Initiative, which covers the preparation, development,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation, and policy
formulation for the protection and conservation of
coastal blue carbon ecosystems.
Read More
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CCC advocates green hospitals
The Climate Change Commission (CCC) assembled
leaders and key stakeholders of the hospital sector in
Cagayan De Oro City on March 19 to promote the
integration of greening measures in all aspects of the
operations of hospitals and other healthcare facilities.
The Cagayan forum forms part of the CCC’s green
hospitals initiative, which is seen as a much-needed
starting point in the country’s journey towards making
the health sector a leader in the country’s climate
change adaptation and mitigation agenda.
While healthcare is a major player in the response to
the climate change challenge worldwide, hospitals and
health facilities contributes substantially to the global
carbon footprint.

the overall objective for agencies to track, tag, and
analyze climate change-related expenditures.
To re-orient planning and budget officers of various
government agencies on climate budgeting and
tagging, the CCC conducted a series of trainings from
March 15-20, 2018. Officers were introduced to the
system of Online Submissions of Budget Proposal
(OSBP), the Quality Assurance and Review (QAR)
forms were addressed to capacitate participants in
accomplishing those and responsibilities including the
identification of focal offices within government
agencies were clarified.
Read More

The conduct of regional dialogues was proposed
during the Leaders’ Forum held on 11 October 2017.
This comes at a time when the Health Facility
Development Bureau (HFDP) of the Department of
Health is in the final stages of developing the Green
Healthcare Facility Standards.
Read More

National climate budget tagging training
conducted

Commissioner Herrera with DENR personnel at the Briefing
on Climate Change and Paris Agreement (PA). Photo: CCC

CCC urges Philippine government to
mainstream gender in climate actions
With the celebration of the International Women’s
month, the CCC urged government officials to
incorporate the aspect of gender in national and local
climate action plans. This will empower women and
uphold their rights in the context of climate change.
During a Briefing on Climate Change and the Paris
Agreement at the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR), CCC Commissioner
Rachel Herrera emphasized the importance of
considering the gender differentiated impacts of
climate change when planning climate actions. Not
only those implications but also the different roles
women and men play in driving climate actions have to
be fully incorporated in policy decisions.

Dir. Rolando Toledo, Fiscal Planning and Reforms Bureau,
DBM giving his opening remarks for the National Climate
Budget Tagging Orientation Workshop for FY 2019 at Hive
Hotel, March 19-20, 2018. Photo: CCC

Gender equality and women empowerment are
important points under Paris Agreement which the
ratified parties obliged to.

The national Climate Change Expenditure Tagging
(CCET) system aims to track, monitor, and report
climate change projects, activities, and programs
(PAPs) of national agencies. It provides baselines and
statistics needed to evaluate the impact of climate
public expenditures, thus enabling an effective
planning and prioritization process of government
resources.

The Philippines, through the CCC will ensure that
gender equality is promoted in the National Climate
Change Action Plan (NCCAP) and in the Local Climate
Change Action Plans (LCCAPs) of the local
government units. Another aim of the CCC is to further
strengthen partnerships with other stakeholders,
especially those in the women and gender advocacy,
to contextualize gender in climate policies.

The CCET was mandated by a Joint Memorandum
Circular 2015-01 between the CCC and the
Department of Budget and Management (DBM), with

Read More
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A step forward towards a renewable
energy shift

Climate experts agree on Research and
Development Agenda for 2018

The countries energy policy is getting reformed after
the CCC completed a series of consultations for the
development of a national framework on energy.

The priority areas for the Climate Change
Commission’s Policy and Research and Development
Agenda (R&D) for 2018 were officially identified by the
National Panel of Technical Experts (NPTE) on climate
Change on February, 28. This includes the research
areas on:

The framework is pursuant to Commission No.2016001 on the Development of a Clear Policy on CoalFired Power Plants in Pursuit of Low Carbon
Development Pathway for the Philippines. It includes
inputs from national government agencies, civil society
organizations, and the business sector, for crafting
pertinent laws to cut down the country’s dependence
on coal-fired powered plants.

With the Reform for Acceleration and Inclusion or
TRAIN Act, which raised the excise tax on coal and the
framework the country will undergo a shift in its energy
mix.
Read More












High-Level Dialogue on the National Policy Review on
Energy (NPRE) on January 31, 2018. Photo: CCC.

CCC and National Commission for Culture
and the Arts (NCCA) to launch radio show
to raise awareness on climate change
Radio plays an important role to raise awareness on
climate change even in remote areas. In times of
disasters, radio too can be crucial for disaster
management by disseminating early warning to allow
communities to prepare for natural hazards.
The CCC emphasized this significance of radio
broadcasting during the 2018 World Radio Day hosted
by Senator Cynthia Villar and Senator Loren Legarda
last February 12.

Physical science, impact, and adaptation research
on climate change;
Integrated sectoral impact studies and risk and
vulnerability assessments;
Adaptation investments planning for climate
resilience of local communities and economies in
different ecosystems;
Sectoral and site-specific studies and risk and
vulnerability assessments;
Integration of climate change adaptation and
disaster risk reduction in biodiversity conservation;
Impacts of climate change on crop production;
Transformation from “SLR-Flooding- Storm SurgeVulnerable” to “climate–smart” coastal cities;
Technology options to climate-smart and resilient
communities; and
Attribution of impacts to anthropogenic climate
change to inform choice of adaptation and/or
mitigation measures.

Commissioner Noel Gaerlan emphasized the need to
ensure that the research agenda is translated into
actionable plans.
Prioritization areas of the recommended agenda and
possible themes for the NPTE Experts’ Forums
planned for 2018 were also discussed. Some of those
will be held in state colleges and universities (SUCs) in
five regions in order to promote broader multistakeholder participation. The objective is to
mainstream climate change mitigation and adaptation
in regional policy and planning processes. The forums
will be free of charge thereby ensuring a high
participation rate.
Read More here and here

As part of this year’s observance, the CCC and the
National Commission for Culture and the Arts launched
their upcoming radio soap opera project, which will
feature the 17 SDGs, including climate action.
Read More
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New National Urban Development and
Housing Framework

CCC fosters partnerships with CSOs
During a consultation meeting organized by the CCC
the contribution of CSOs to government initiated
climate measures was emphasized.
Sec. Emanuel De Guzman and Commissioner Rachel
Herrera appreciated the support provided by various
CSOs on different undertakings, like the updating of
the National Climate Change Action Plan (NCCAP), or
the finalization of the Philippine Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC). Especially at the community level
CSOs play a significant role to provide technical
services to LGUs, especially in formulating the Local
Climate Change Action Plan (LCCAP) and accessing
the People's Survival Fund (PSF) through the
Communities for Resilience (CORE) Program.

Climate change resilience should be the base for
spatial planning and sectoral development in the
country, according to the 2017–2022 National Urban
Development Housing Framework (NUDHF) recently
released by the Housing and Land Use Regulatory
Board (HLURB).

Further fields of collaboration could involve the
monitoring of the implementation of climate-funded
projects; integrating indigenous and traditional
knowledge in training modules and knowledge
products; and in formulating the 2019 budget of CCC.
Read More

The NUDHF, first crafted in 1993, is the development
framework for urban and urbanizing areas aimed at
achieving the objectives of the Urban Development
and Housing Act. It addresses the need for an overall
framework for policy and strategy, based on a clear
urban development vision.
The updated NUDHF integrates climate change
resilience in planning and decision-making for spaces
such as neighborhoods, settlements, development
areas, cities, municipalities, provinces, and regions.
Aside from the development climate-smart and
disaster-resilient public spaces, the updated NUDHF
also promotes the development of climate-resilient
housing, drainage networks, and related infrastructure.
It espouses the use of climate change vulnerability and
disaster risk assessments, renewable energy
programming, and health impact assessments to build
the resilience of critical infrastructure assets.
With emphasis on the role of urbanization in creating
growth and the need for climate resilient communities,
the new NUDHF is intended to guide the efforts of the
Philippine government, private sector, and other
stakeholders in improving the performance and
efficiency of the country's urban systems.
Read More

The CCC meeting with CSOs was participated by Aksyon
Klima (AK), Institute for Climate and Sustainable Cities
(ICSC), Climate Reality Project Philippines (CRP-PH), World
Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF) Philippines, Alyansa Tigil
Mina, NGOs for Fisheries Reform (NFR), Philippine Rural
Reconstruction Movement (PRRM), Non-Timber Forest
Products-Exchange Program (NTFP-EP) Philippines, Rice
Watch Action Network, and Earth Day Network Philippines.
Photo: CCC

DENR issued guideline on drone use for
land survey
The Land Management Bureau (LMB) of the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) issued two guidelines governing the use of
unmanned aerial systems (UAS), also known as drone
technology, in the conduct of land surveys.
The LMB Memorandum Circular (LMC) No. 2017-003,
effective in January 26, is consistent with the
department’s policies to upgrade surveying and
mapping practices using the most appropriate
techniques and technologies. LMB Technical Bulletin
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No. 2 series of 2017 contains standards and guidelines
needed in the implementation of the said LMC.

DENR targets clean-up of Manila Bay,
Laguna Lake

Drones, in addition to traditional survey instruments,
can be used to survey and map huge areas in a
shorter period. It can provide graphical presentation
and more accurate information on land parcels through
high resolution aerial photos while still meeting the
government’s accuracy standards.

The Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) pledged stricter law enforcement to
punish those who pollute the Manila Bay. Environment
Secretary Roy A. Cimatu also called for a concerted
effort among all sectors to clean up one of the
country’s most polluted water bodies.

According to LMB Director Emelyne Talabis, the use of
drones will ensure that land surveys will be conducted
in a more time-efficient and cost-effective manner.
With land survey as one of the requirements in title
application, this can lead to an increased number of
land titles issued per year.

DENR will be more stringent in enforcing laws on solid
waste and wastewater, which is a key in addressing
the worsening pollution problem. The waters of Manila
Bay contain domestic sewage, toxic industrial effluents
from factories and shipping operations, leachate from
garbage dumps, and runoff from chemical agriculture.

Read More

Following DENR’s plans with Manila Bay, the agency
also targets to clean up and rehabilitate the Laguna
Lake. Laguna Lake, the largest freshwater lake in the
Philippines and third in Southeast Asia, is located east
of Metro Manila between the provinces of Laguna to
the south and Rizal to the north. It drains through
Pasig River to Manila Bay.

DENR to strictly enforce environmental
laws in Philippines’ tourism hotspots
Overcrowding, diminishing water quality, inadequate
sewerage and solid waste management facilities,
biodiversity
loss,
forestland
and
wetlands
encroachment, flooding, and proliferation of informal
settlers, business establishments, and structures
without permit— these are among the pressing
problems faced by the Philippine’s top tourist
destinations.
Recognizing the persistence of environmental issues in
the country’s tourism hotspots, in particular Boracay, El
Nido and Panglao, the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) is set to implement policies
to help minimize the negative impact of tourism in
these priority areas.
DENR plans to conduct in the coming months
inspection of establishments to ensure compliance on
the disposal of solid and liquid wastes, monitor air and
water quality, validate tenurial instruments of business
and residents, and monitor strict observance of
environmental laws. They also intend to implement
other measures that will help lessen the harmful impact
of tourism activities on the environment, people’s
livelihood, and tourism itself said areas.
According Environment and Natural Resources
Secretary Roy A. Cimatu, cease and desist orders and
other actions could be issued to erring businesses that
are found to violate existing environmental laws and
regulations. But, businesses will be given ample time
to comply and implement the remedial measures. If
they failed to do so, they could face closure, fines, or a
cease and desist order, once their cases are elevated
to the Pollution Adjudication Board.

Cimatu has been going around the country to promote
better water quality standards in major waterways. He
had ordered the cleanup and rehabilitation of critical
water bodies, including coastlines of major tourism
hotspots in the country.
Read More

DENR starts probe of all forest
management licenses
Environment Secretary Roy Cimatu ordered a review
of all the 104 companies that were granted Integrated
Forest Management Agreements (IFMAs) with the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(DENR) to prevent any recurrence of the
environmental degradation that could lead to disasters
similar to the flash floods and mudslides that occurred
in Zamboanga Peninsula December 2017.
Under the IFMA, companies are allowed to establish
industrial tree plantations in the area but are restricted
to cut residual trees unless authorized by the DENR
Secretary.
Cimatu said that while several companies have
stopped operating, there are reports of illegal poaching
in these IFMA sites.
Of the 104 IFMAs across the country, the DENR said
that 40 were in Luzon, 13 in Visayas and 51 in
Mindanao.
Read More
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DOE issues energy resiliency policy
In January 17, Energy Secretary Alfonso G. Cusi
signed the department’s Energy Resiliency Policy
entitled “Adoption of Energy Resiliency in the Planning
and Programming of the Energy Sector to Mitigate
Potential Impacts of Disasters”.
This policy initiative is in line with President Duterte’s
directive to develop a resilient energy sector. It will aid
industry partners to plan and address potential impacts
of disasters since the Philippines is one of the most
vulnerable countries to disasters.
The Energy Resiliency Policy revolves around four
principles: (1) strengthen existing infrastructure
facilities; (2) implement the Build Back Better principle
in terms of reconstruction and rehabilitation; (3)
improve existing operational, maintenance and
practices to ensure continuous operations and energy
supply; and (4) develop resiliency standards that will
be used as basis in the future construction of energy
facilities.
One of the key features of the policy is the
institutionalization of the Resiliency Compliance Plan,
which provides engineering and non-engineering
measures to ensure infrastructure and human resource
disaster preparedness.

The money, under the policy, is allocated for
development and livelihood fund (DLF), reforestation,
watershed management, health and or environment
enhancement fund (RWMHEEF) and electrification
fund (EF).
Read More

DOE issues new policy to establish
WESM's independent market operator
The Department of Energy (DOE) issued a policy that
would guide the establishment of an Independent
Market Operator (IMO) of the Wholesale Electricity
Spot Market (WESM). The WESM serves as a venue
to trade electricity as a commodity.
Under Department Circular No. DC2018-01-0002
otherwise known as Adopting Policies for the Effective
and Efficient Transition to the IMO for the WESM, the
DOE and the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC)
will ensure fair competition and the promotion of public
interest as envisioned in the Electric Power Industry
Reform Act (EPIRA).
Read More

Read More

Indigenous People to receive payments
from hosting power projects
Indigenous people (IP) communities are now assured
of getting financial benefits from energy infrastructures
and facilities that they host as mandated by the Electric
Power Industry Reform Act (EPIRA).
Energy Secretary Alfonso Cusi signed a policy
(DC2018-03-0005) to enforce compliance with Section
66 and Rule 29(A) of the EPIRA implementing rules
and regulation that provide benefits to power
infrastructure host communities.
The policy supports the DOE’s mandate to ensure
direct benefits to the people and communities, cities,
municipalities and provinces up to the regional level
that host an energy resource and or an energygenerating facility. This policy will strengthen the
cooperation among the energy resource developers or
power producers and the host local communities and
will fast track the process of providing direct benefits to
the Indigenous Cultural Communities and Indigenous
Peoples.
Under EPIRA, host communities are entitled to receive
from
the
“one
centavo
per
kilowatt-hour
(PhP0.01/kilowatt-hour) of the total electricity sales”
trust fund that is owned by the power generators and
the recipient communities.
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Doe to energize off-grid areas
Three off-grid areas in Mindanao and Bohol were
chosen as the pilot sites for the collaboration involving
the Department of Energy (DOE), National
Electrification Administration and the European UnionAccess to Sustainable Energy Program (EU-ASEP).
The DOE and NEA on March 2 presented the program
intended to put in place small renewable energy-based
applications to spur economic development in host
areas and the environs.
EU-ASEP feasibility studies identified the common
agricultural activities (i.e., corn shelling, flour
grounding, rice hulling, winnowing, cassava and
coconut grating, abaca stripping and fishing) in the
areas where small-RE based productive applications
can be utilized to improve production for economic
growth.
The three pilot sites include Sitio New Mabuhay in
Malita and Sitio Mahayag in Don Marcelino both
located in Davao Occidental with proposed projects on
modernized abaca and corn processing, respectively;
while Barangay Banacon in Getafe, Bohol was
proposed with an ice plant (with household microgrinding) project.
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The studies revealed that agricultural production in the
above industries is way higher when using small REbased productive applications, thus contributing more
to the economic growth of the area.
EU-ASEP also identified the challenges in providing
sustainable livelihood opportunities for households in
remote off-grid communities, such as low income,
micro scale, distance from markets, lack of local
entrepreneurial capacity and sustainability problems,
including technical and financial.
Read More

DOE, IAEA discuss technical cooperation
on nuclear energy

The DOE’s recommendations on the country’s national
position included the results of the energy planning
studies implemented under
IAEA’s Technical
Cooperation Projects, namely: PHI 2011 Assessing the
Development of a Nuclear Power Program in the
Philippines for 2016-2017 and PHI 2016 003
Development of Nuclear Infrastructure in the
Philippines, Phase II for 2018-2019.
In addressing the queries on the other uses of nuclear
technology, IAEA Director General Amano discussed
the wide ranging applications of nuclear science in the
areas of health and medicine, agriculture, water
treatment and sanitation and the environment. He
categorically stated that the commitments made in
COP 21 may not be achieved without the use of
nuclear technology.
IAEA also announced that a Nuclear Energy and
Climate Change Conference will be one of the side
events in the next UNFCCC Conference.
Read More

The high-level meeting between the Philippines and IAEA
included topics on human resource development, nuclear
safety, legal and regulatory framework, international
standards, cooperation with international community,
stakeholder involvement and challenges which include the
closure on the Bataan Nuclear Power Plant issue. Photo:
DOE

Energy Secretary Alfonso G. Cusi and the officials of
the Department of Energy met with International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) led by its Director
General, Yukiya Amano on February 8, 2018.
The bilateral meeting "comes at an opportune time as
the DOE will submit its recommendations to President
Rodrigo Duterte on the country’s position on the
civilian use of nuclear technology following a series of
technical cooperation with IAEA,” said Cusi.
He also pointed out that based on the technical
assessment, the use of nuclear technologies, including
nuclear energy, is seen as a long-term energy option
for the country. The possible inclusion of nuclear
power in the current energy mix is consistent with the
national policy towards a technology-neutral energy
sector.
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UPDATES FROM ONGOING IKI PROJECTS IN THE PHILIPPINES

10 Years of the International Climate Initiative (IKI)
In 2018, the IKI is celebrating its 10th anniversary with
a one-day conference on May, 05 between the two
UNFCCC ‘Subsidiary Body for Scientific and
Technological
Advice’
sessions
in
Bonn.
Representatives from the scientific community, IKI
implementing organizations, other donors and from
partner countries will be invited to look back at the IKI
developments from its beginning and future prospects.
Good approaches of climate and biodiversity protection
will be highlighted and the occasion provides also a
venue to discuss challenges and possible solutions,
like, what could be strengthened in the next 10 years,
and which role the IKI plays in the context of project
implementation on the international level.
You can join the 10 years IKI Twitter Campaign and
share your personal and institutional IKI stories and
greetings along with portraits and project images on
the Social Media Wall using #10IKI.

GIZ Philippines new country director
On January 01, 2018, Irina Scheffmann took over the role as the first
female Country Director of GIZ in the Philippines.
Her educational background is quite diverse, ranging from economics,
business administration, cultural studies, and geography, with a focus
on Southeast Asia.
Before assuming her new post she was heading a program on
economic development in Myanmar and was a major force in
developing GIZ’s portfolio in the country.
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Mitigation Efforts
Five cities go to climate action planning “bootcamp”
By UN-Habitat

to people as the ultimate centerpiece of these projects
and plans.
Tagum City Planning and Development Coordinator
Sonny Manigo reflected, "Assessing and forecasting
increase in temperature and precipitation compelled us
not only to pinpoint what our city's vulnerabilities are,
but, more importantly, WHO our most vulnerable are."

City case logs—truth in numbers, realities on the ground,
ultimately about people. Photo: UN-Habitat

A Local Climate Change Action Plan (LCCAP) Training
Workshop was held for the cities of Angeles, Cagayan
de Oro, Legazpi, Ormoc, and Tagum last month to
guide them through the steps of formulating their
respective LCCAPs, with a strong cognizance of the
plans' role in the broader context of their cities'
development.
The workshop, held on 19–22 February 2018 in
Angeles City, was organized by the Building Resiliency
through Urban Plans and Designs project with the
support of national government partners that provided
technical input and hands-on mentoring during
breakout sessions.
Over 50 city technical staff underwent data-driven
exercises to rationally and objectively narrow down
adaptation, mitigation, and investment priorities and
options
given
limited
resources,
political
considerations, and other realities on the ground.
These were articulated in case logs built incrementally
throughout the event. City deliberations over the case
logs simulated collective interdisciplinary optioneering:
"This workshop led our team to debate on projects,"
said Ormoc City Planning and Development
Coordinator Raoul Cam, "but we found ourselves
prioritizing common vulnerable areas and agreeing on
the most crucial things."
Intercity sharing was also facilitated, especially on lowcarbon development, project financing, and improved
governance to support climate initiatives. Diversity in
context provided the opportunity to learn and
contribute: "This worked for us, maybe it can for you."
The cities' case logs, featuring proposed climate
adaptation projects, were presented on the final day.
They showed a refined appreciation for evidencebased planning, a heightened mindfulness for existing
realities and policy landscapes, and a full-circle return
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Pasig celebrates Ambitious City Promises
Day; commits to strengthening local
climate action through citizen engagement
By ICLEI

Employees and officers of Pasig City Hall, led by
Mayor Bobby Eusebio, former Mayor Maribel Andaya
Eusebio, and officials of the Sangguniang Panlungsod
(City Council) celebrated the Ambitious City Promises
(ACP) Day during the Flag Raising ceremony last
February 26 at Pasig City Hall.
Starting the first workday of the week with an energetic
note, Mayor Bobby gave a message of thanks to ICLEI
for choosing Pasig City as Philippine’s model city for
ACP. Rallying support from City Hall employees for
the successful implementation of the program, the
Mayor said, “We need everyone’s help because this is
a huge project—not only because we wanted to be
part of ICLEI’s initiative but also because we need to
strongly position Pasig City as a Green City. I look
forward to 100% support for this program.”
Mr. Ranell Martin Dedicatoria, Program Manager of
ICLEI Southeast Asia Secretariat gave a brief overview
of the ACP project, explaining its goals, objectives, and
activities.To highlight the importance of citizen
engagement in scaling up local climate action, Mr.
Dedicatoria left a challenge to the City Hall staff and
officers: Commit to performing one green act a day.
“I challenge you to do one green act a day; they say it
takes 21 days to form a habit. What are these green
acts? They could be done at home or in the workplace.
It could be turning off air conditioning if no one is in the
room, teaching our kids to segregate waste, or biking
or walking to walk. Simple gestures like these if taken
collectively, can lead to big acts to address climate
change.”
After the Flag Raising Ceremony, a workshop was
conducted to introduce the ACP project to department
heads, local technical staff, and representatives of
Pasig City. This was also organized to scope existing
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local policies, programs, projects, and activities on low
emission development (LED).
Launched before a global audience on October 20 at
the Seoul Mayors Forum on Climate Change, ACP is a
three-year regional project supporting cities in
Indonesia, Philippines, and Vietnam to operationalize
local climate action through an active and inclusive
stakeholder engagement strategy. ACP is funded by
the German Federal Ministry for the Environment,
Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety
(BMUB) through the International Climate Initiative
(IKI) program.
Read More

engagement. Discussions were led by TRANSfer team
member Christian Mettke and consultant Robin
Kaenzig from ITP. The officials actively participated in
the discussions, particularly in terms of strategy,
implementation periods, and the possibility of phasing.
This is part of the continued support provided by GIZ to
the PUV Modernization Program being prioritized by
national government.

DOTr, LTFRB and OTC discuss road
transit rationalization study for Metro
Manila and surrounding areas
By GIZ, TRANSfer II Project

Photo: UN-Habitat

LTFRB Regional Directors Participate in
Route Rationalization Workshop
By GIZ, TRANSfer II Project

A capacity building workshop on the route
rationalization component of the Public Utility Vehicles
(PUV) Modernization Program was held for the Land
Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board
(LTFRB) on 29 November 2017 in Davao City. This
was requested by the LTFRB and attended by Chair
Martin Delgra III, Board Member Aileen Lizada, Board
Member Ronaldo Corpus, and all 14 Regional
Directors.

The Department of Transportation (DOTr), Land
Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board
(LTFRB), and Office of Transport Cooperatives (OTC)
participated in a workshop organized by GIZ TRANSfer
regarding the route rationalization component of the
Public Utility Vehicle (PUV) Modernization Program.
Over 20 representatives attended the 01 December
2017 workshop, including Undersecretary Anneli
Lontoc and Assistant Secretary Mark de Leon from the
DOTr. This was held in Makati City back-to-back with
the ASEAN [Association of South East Asian Nations]
Expert Group on Sustainable Land Transport Week
organized by GIZ Transport and Climate Change
Project.
Robin Kaenzig, TRANSfer’s consultant and member of
Integrated Transport Planners Ltd (ITP) presented the
Road Transit Rationalization Studies (RTRS) prepared
by ITP and the considerations for route implementation
planning. Sandy Gaspay and Nath Tatualla from the
DOTr likewise presented national government’s plans
for the road and rail sectors, respectively.
These presentations gave rise to lively discussions
regarding, among others, timelines for the release of
memorandum circulars supporting the Omnibus
Franchising Guidelines, the engagement of surveyors
to update the 2016 RTRS data, and the possibility of
subsidizing jeep-to-bus transfers. Considering the
urgency of the program, it was agreed that there would
be weekly technical working group meetings.

The workshop aimed to give an overview of the Road
Transit Rationalization Studies (RTRS) I and II
conducted by the Integrated Transport Planners Ltd
(ITP) UK in 2014 and 2016. It also aimed to highlight
the importance of consolidation, a new franchising
scheme, key performance indices, and stakeholder
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DOTr, LTFRB, OTC join the Asia LEDS’
Experts’ Workshop and 2017 Forum in
Vietnam
By GIZ, TRANSfer II Project

The Department of Transportation (DOTr), Land
Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board
(LTFRB), and Office of Transport Cooperatives (OTC)
joined two events hosted by the Asia Low Emission
Development Strategies (LEDS) Partnership from 0406 December 2017 in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. The
delegation supported by GIZ and the World Resources
Institute (WRI) included LTFRB Chair Martin Delgra III,
OTC Chair Emmanuel Virtucio, LTFRB Regional
Director Richard Osmeña, and Atty. Princess Butron
from the Office of the DOTr’s Assistant Secretary for
Road.
The one-day Experts’ Workshop on ‘Improving the
Efficiency of Urban Transport Projects’ was joined by
representatives
from
both
government
and
international organizations. Here, the discussions
focused on the experiences of Bangladesh, Papua
New Guinea, the Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam in
urban transport, the importance of service contracts for
bus services, and the possibility of electrifying public
transport fleets.
This was followed by a two-day forum on ‘Resource
Mobilization for NDC
[Nationally Determined
Contributions] Implementation in Asia,’ which was
attended by over 230 representatives from national
and local government agencies, the private sector, the
academe, and non-government and international
organizations. The forum focused on the promotion of
low emission development strategies and initiatives in
different countries and cities. In addition to plenary
sessions with government officials and sector experts,
there were smaller sessions for transport, energy,
finance, and subnational integration working groups.
The events helped spread awareness on different
climate change-related initiatives and helped bring to
light the priorities of Asian countries in the
implementation of low-carbon and sustainable
development.

Photo from the 04 December 2017 Experts’ Workshop.
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Photo from the 05-06 December 2017 Forum.

DOTr and GIZ hold strategic planning
workshop for a National Urban Mobility
Program
By GIZ, TRANSfer II Project

The Department of Transportation (DOTr), together
with the GIZ TRANSfer Project, held a multistakeholder strategic planning workshop for a National
Sustainable Urban Mobility Program (NUMP) on 20
February 2018.
Participated in by over 25 government representatives,
the one-day event included presentations and small
group workshops. The presentations focused on
NUMPs, data availability, existing policies and
financing mechanisms in the Philippines, and
international case studies on policies and financing
mechanisms. Following this, participants were asked to
think about their vision for transport in the Philippines
by 2030, their priorities for transport, and specific
transport objectives with indicators based on the
categories of emissions, accessibility, affordability,
efficiency, and quality.
Welcoming
remarks
were
given
by
DOTr
Undersecretary for Road and Infrastructure Thomas
Orbos, who highlighted the need to plan for people
instead of cars and the government’s commitment to
finance related projects such as greenways.
Undersecretary Orbos also represented Secretary
Arthur Tugade in receiving the MobiliseYourCity
Partnership certificate from Dr. Christian Mettke, GIZ
TRANSfer Advisor, and Dr. Andree Buhl, Commercial
Counsellor of the German Embassy.
The workshop attendees included National Economic
and Development Authority (NEDA) Undersecretary
Rosemarie Edillon, DOTr Assistant Secretary Mark de
Leon, and representatives from the Bases
Development and Conversion Authority (BCDA), the
Climate Change Commission (CCC), the Department
of Budget and Management (DBM), the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), the
Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG),
the DOTr, the Land Transportation Franchising and
Regulatory Board (LTFRB), the Land Transportation
Office (LTO), and NEDA. The Department of
Transportation
(DOTr),
Land
Transportation
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Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB), and Office
of Transport Cooperatives (OTC) joined two events
hosted by the Asia Low Emission Development
Strategies (LEDS) Partnership from 04-06 December
2017 in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. The delegation
supported by GIZ and the World Resources Institute
(WRI) included LTFRB Chair Martin Delgra III, OTC
Chair Emmanuel Virtucio, LTFRB Regional Director
Richard Osmeña, and Atty. Princess Butron from the
Office of the DOTr’s Assistant Secretary for Road.

scope and reviewing the level of requirement for
climate-relevant criteria. The activity included:
a. A review of market trends for each product group;
b. Development of an initial draft of the criteria to be
reviewed by project technical partners (Oeko
Institut);
c. Conduct of Technical Committee Meetings for
criteria deliberation;
d. Stakeholder consultation;
e. Presentation the draft criteria for five (5) products
to the NELP Board for their approval.
The criteria was presented to the NELP Board
composed of government and private sector
representatives and was approved last December
2017.

Climate-relevant criteria integrated into
the National Ecolabelling Program
By GIZ, AdvanceSCP Project

The National Ecolabelling Program - Green Choice
Philippines (NELP-GCP) is a Type 1 ecolabelling
program, following the guidelines of ISO 14024 for
environmental declaration. It is a certification program
which awards an environmental label to products and
services that meet a set of predetermined criteria
based on life-cycle considerations. The program is
voluntary in nature and characterized by a third party
declaration. The development of climate-friendly
criteria for integration into the ecolabelling programs of
implementing
countries
(Indonesia,
Malaysia,
Philippines and Thailand) is a component of the
Advance SCP project.
The activity developed criteria for five (5) priority
products selected by government and private sector
stakeholders based on volume of procurement and
environmental
impact.
The
consideration
for
procurement is because ecolabels can support Green
Public Procurement through (1) provision of/input on
product specifications for public tender through the
criteria; (2) provides a means of verification through
the certification process. The priority products for the
activity are:
1. Toilet Paper
2. Record Books (Printing and Writing Paper)
3. Computer Monitors
4. Refrigerators and Freezers
5. Heavy Duty Plastic Furniture
The existing process of the NELP-GCP was adopted in
developing the product criteria. Project intervention
included technical assistance in identifying the criteria
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Cool Contributions fighting Climate
Change supports the implementation of
product safety standards for refrigerators
and air conditioners in the Philippines
By GIZ, SupportCCC II Project

The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) has
released Department Administrative Order (DAO) No.
18-03 Series of 2018 which declares the Philippine
National Standards (PNS) on refrigeration and air
conditioning for product safety under the mandatory
product certification. These PNS were aligned to the
International Electrotechnical Commission standards
such as IEC 60335-2-24 (Particular requirements for
refrigerating appliances, ice cream appliances and ice
makers) and IEC 60335-2-40 (Particular requirements
for electrical heat pumps, air conditioners and
dehumidifiers).
Among the C4 partner countries, the Philippines is the
only participating member (P-Member) of IEC Subcommittee 61D Appliances for Air Conditioning for
Household and Similar Purposes. As a P-Member, the
national committee has voting rights over the
publication of international standards and can propose
changes or updates for deliberation by the international
committee. Further capacity building is needed to
further strengthen the participation of the Philippines in
IEC working groups which the C4 project plans to
further support.
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The Kigali Amendment of the Montreal Protocol
recognizes the need to further revise and update IEC
60335-2-40 to allow the wider use of air conditioners
with low global warming potential (GWP) refrigerants
such as hydrocarbons and ammonia which can be
used safely in conformity with the requirements of
globally accepted product safety standards.

WWF-PH, PCEPSDI promote sustainable
consumption and production in the
Philippine food service industry
On January 26, 2018, members of the World Wide
Fund for Nature (WWF) Philippines’ The Sustainable
Diner: A Key Ingredient for Sustainable Tourism
project team met with members of The Philippine
Center for Environmental Protection and Sustainable
Development, Inc. (PCEPSDI) to sign a Memorandum
of Agreement, which solidifies the partnership between
the two organizations in promoting the implementation
of sustainable consumption and production practices in
the local food service industry.
Mr. Joel Palma, President and CEO of WWFPhilippines, led the affair with the official MOA signing
along with Mr. June Alvarez, President and Executive
Director of PCEPSDI, and Ms. Melody Melo-Rijk,
WWF’s Project Manager for Sustainable Consumption
and Production in the Philippines. Following the
signing were in-depth discussions on the formulation of
a criteria focused on the food service industry,
highlighting how food service establishments
contribute greatly to the country’s growth, as well as
the industry’s eventual effects to significant food and
environmental
issues
in
the
country
and
recommendations on how to integrate sustainability in
the industry to mitigate negative impacts.
“PCEPSDI is the organization leading the national ecolabeling of products and services in the Philippines”,’
says Palma. “WWF-Philippines, through The
Sustainable Diner project, welcomes this partnership
as we continue to explore ways on how we can help
different sectors make their operations more
environment-friendly.”
PCEPSDI is a non-stock, non-profit, and nongovernment organization duly registered with the
Securities and Exchange Commission. It is an affiliate
organization of the Development Academy of the
Philippines (DAP).

Mr. Joel Palma, President and CEO of WWF-Philippines,
signs the Memorandum of Agreement with Mr. June Alvarez,
President and Executive Director of PCEPSDI. Photo:
Pamela Luber / WWF-Philippines

Mr. Joel Palma and members of WWF-Philippines’ The
Sustainable Diner project team discussed several important
issues and partnership next steps with Mr. June Alvarez and
members of PCEPSDI. L-R: Kiko Velhagen (Project
Coordinator, PCEPSDI), Diana Rose Sadili (Project Officer,
PCEPSDI), Joel Palma (President and CEO, WWFPhilippines), June Alvarez (President and Executive Director,
PCEPSDI), Melody Melo-Rijk (Project Manager for
Sustainable Consumption and Production in the Philippines,
WWF-Philippines), Liezl Stuart Del Rosario (Policy
Specialist, WWF-Philippines), and Alexa Jeanne Lasch
(Food Service Specialist, WWF-Philippines)

For more details on The Sustainable Diner project,
please visit: https://wwf.org.ph/what-wedo/food/thesustainablediner/

RENAC’s Green Banking project: Winner
of the German Innovation Prize for Climate
and Environment (IKU)
By RENAC

The Renewables Academy AG (RENAC)’s project
Green Banking - Capacity Building on Green Energy
and Climate Finance has been awarded the
Innovationspreis für Klima und Umwelt (IKU) by the
German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety (BMUB)
and the Federation of German Industries (BDI). The
IKU Award honors innovative ideas that protect the
climate and the environment while making important
contributions to improve the living conditions in
different areas.
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Green Banking is a three-year scholarship program
that provides capacity building on renewable energy
and energy efficiency finance in India, Indonesia,
Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam. Professionals from
private and public institutions involved or interested in
financing green energy projects gain specific
knowledge in technologies, financial schemes, risk
evaluation, mitigation measures and access to
international Climate Funds. Green Banking is
implemented by RENAC within the German
International Climate Initiative (IKI) with the support of
the BMUB.

has provided more than 1000 scholarships for
participants from Southeast Asia and Latin America.
For further information about CapREG and planned
activities, please visit the CapREG website or contact
the CapREG Team via capreg@renac.de.

Read More

Scholarships available for six months
online training Certified Flexible Power
System Specialist (CFPSS)
By RENAC

Within the capacity building program CapREG
„Capacity Building on Renewable Energy and Grid
Integration“, the Renewables Academy (RENAC) AG
will offer a six-months online training „Certified Flexible
Power System Specialist (CFPSS)” (May – November
2018).
The online training will address the impacts of variable
renewable energy on power system operation as well
as the future needs for flexibility options in the power
system. The online training is targeted at professionals
working in the energy sector in the Philippines,
Indonesia, Thailand, Viet Nam, Mexico, Peru and
Ecuador.
Interested candidates are kindly invited to apply online
via RENAC’s website for a scholarship to participate in
the online training. Deadline for application is on 31
March 2018. The CapREG scholarship covers 100%
of the fees for participation, including access to text
and videos, questions for self-study, virtual
classrooms, forum for question and answers, final
exam as well as an electronic certificate (pdf-file) after
successful completion of the online training.

Green Banking South East Asia: Last
round of application
By RENAC

In the framework of the capacity building project Green
Banking, Renewables Academy (RENAC) offers three
different training programs for professionals in the area
of green energy finance from India, Indonesia,
Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam in 2018. In the
Philippines, professionals have the chance to apply for
the Green Finance Specialist (GFS), the Delegation
Tour and the Train-the-Trainer Seminar. GFS is a
combination of a 20-week online training and a 3-day
face-to-face (F2F) seminar on green energy and
climate finance. The blended-learning program is
accredited by the Finance Accreditation Agency (FAA).
This year is the last in which RENAC offers
participation on a scholarship basis. The application
phase for the programs in 2018 will run until 31 March
2018. After a three-year implementation phase of the
program funded through the International Climate
Initiative, the GFS will be continued on a commercial
basis from 2019 onwards.
For further information on Green Banking, please visit
the Green Banking Website.

RENAC has many years of experience in distance
learning programs and has an approved certification
for distance learning programs from the German
Central Office for Distance Learning (ZFU).
About CapREG:
CapREG (2014 – 2018) is a capacity building program
funded by the German Federal Ministry for the
Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and
Nuclear Safety (BMUB) within the framework of the
German International Climate Initiative (IKI). Within this
program, the Renewables Academy (RENAC) AG
offers different kinds of trainings, networking and
exchange of experiences for professionals from the
Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, Viet Nam, Mexico,
Peru and Ecuador. Over the last four years, RENAC
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Adaptation to the impacts of Climate Change
Moving towards Strengthening the Resilience of the Most Vulnerable Coastal
Communities to Climate Change in the Philippines’ Eastern Seaboard
By UNDP- GCF Readiness Program

Located in the “Pacific Ring of Fire” and lying directly
on typhoon paths, the Philippines is, without doubt,
vulnerable to the impacts of natural hazards. Climate
change effects are evident in the country’s coastal
communities, which is visited, on the average, by 20
typhoons a year and threatened by impacts of sea
level rise.
Towards tapping available resources for assisting
these communities to improve their resilience to
climate change impacts, the Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), the
Philippines’ National Designated Authority (NDA) to the
Green Climate Fund (GCF), submitted in May 2017 the
Concept Note for the “Strengthening the Resilience
of the Most Vulnerable Coastal Communities to
Climate Change in the Philippines’ Eastern
Seaboard” to GCF. As part of the BMUB-IKI’s GCF
Readiness Program support, this Concept Note is
being developed into a full funding proposal for
submission to GCF by June 2018.
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),
the Accredited Entity for the Project, has
commissioned several scoping missions since March
2017, where discussions with concerned national
government agencies, non-government organizations
(NGOs), and development partners were held to
capture
upstream
decision-making
processes,
institutional arrangements, and policy support for
mainstreaming climate change in coastal and marine
ecosystem management.

Consultation with Philippine Atmospheric and
Geophysical Services Administration on Component
1 of the Project

Taking off from the scoping missions’ findings, the
following are the identified barriers to achieving the
desired state of strengthened adaptive capacity and
reduced exposure to climate risk of coastal
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Scoping Mission Team discussions with
DENR Aklan PENRO (top) and BFAR
(bottom)

communities: 1) altering frequency and intensity of
extreme events and other factors affecting the
vulnerability of communities not reflected in local-level
planning; 2) ineffective approach to ecological
restoration interventions; 3) limited institutional
capacity and coordination for mainstreaming Integrated
Coastal Zone Management (ICZM); 4) limited technical
and financial capacity for communities to adopt
climate-resilient livelihoods; 5) limited governance and
institutional capacity to mainstream an integrated
approach to coastal resources management (CRM);
and 6) limited understanding on the nexus between
gender equality and women’s empowerment, and
climate change.
The three main outputs under the proposed project
design are: 1) Enhanced Resilience of Coastal and
Marine Ecosystems and their Services; 2) EcosystemBased Adaptation for Enhanced Resilience of
Vulnerable Coastal Communities; 3) Enabling
Environment for Resilience Building Established.
This month, stakeholder consultations in identified
target sites were held in Regions V and VIII.
Information and inputs gathered in the Region V
consultations have already resulted in a better
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appreciation of institutional arrangements, actual
processes, and data sources used by local
governments in their planning, specifically in
mainstreaming climate change adaptation.
The
consultations brought out existing CRM interventions
and community practices that the proposed Project can
build on, such as locally-managed Marine Protected
Areas and even presence of environment-friendly
enterprises.
With the communities, the most
vulnerable poor coastal communities were identified
and the presence of significant indigenous populations
was validated.

with local governments on the issue of climate change
and fostering city-to-city learning.
According to Recabar, the workshop helped the
Philippine delegation agree on an eight-point agenda
to take back home: 1. strengthen coordination at the
national level, and have that united front going to the
local level; 2. strengthen the National Urban
Development
and
Housing
Framework
and
communicate it at the local level; 3. encourage local
governments to have climate managers/champions in
their offices; 4. have a strategy for communicating the
need for local climate actions; 5. simplify existing
templates used by local government units (LGUs) in
planning local climate actions; 6. increase support for
LGUs to access climate finance; 7. and 8. are to create
a one-stop-shop for LGUs to access information for
climate planning, which will be tied up with the M&E
and feedback mechanisms at both the vertical and
horizontal levels.

Focus Group Discussion with community members of
Prieto Diaz, Sorsogon

Philippine Voices Strong at V-LED
Regional Workshop

Navigating" the multilevel governance grid with Laids MiasCea, UN-Habitat Climate Change Advisor

By UN-Habitat Philippines

A regional workshop, "Enhancing National Urban
Policies and Vertical Integration: Governance,
Capacities, Finance For Local Climate Action," was
organized by V-LED Asia and the UN program
Development Account with institutional partners on 4–6
February 2018, in the run-up to the World Urban
Forum in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The Development
Account is a capacity development programme of the
United Nations Secretariat aiming at enhancing
capacities of developing countries in the priority areas
of the United Nations Development Agenda.
Partners of V-LED in the Philippines from national and
local government, as well as civil society, made
substantive contributions at the three-day event.
Sandee Recabar of the Climate Change Commission
presented a case study of climate action in the
Philippines. On linking policy to practice, Nora Diaz of
the Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board
underscored the importance for lessons on the ground
to be harnessed and linked back up to inform policy.
On strengthening framework conditions and capacities
for local climate action, Edgardo Pamintuan, Mayor of
Angeles City and President of the League of Cities of
the Philippines (LCP), discussed how LCP engages
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Contributing factors for effective land use
planning surfaced in German study
By GIZ, SupportCCC II Project

Land is a critical yet limited resource for food,
livelihood, settlement, ecosystem management,
andother uses. Therefore, addressing the many and
often conflicting demands for land through land use
planning is a key tool for poverty reduction, conflict
transformation, biodiversity conservation, sustainable
economic growth, etc. –thus, to achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals. What makes land
use planning effective?
The German Institute for Development Evaluation
(DEval) answered this when it presented its evaluation
of the impact, diffusion, and scaling-up of the climatesmart land-use planning approach in the Philippines to
the national government partners of the SupportCCC II
project: the National Economic and Development
Authority, the Department of Agriculture, and the
Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board.
Community participation was cited as essential, as
were complementary strategies such as disaster risk
reduction and coastal management, in cooperation
with other programs. Major challenges identified are
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tenure issues (i.e., public lands under the mandate of
the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources), and defining ancestral lands in the public
domain.

Webinar held on Nexus approach to
updating the PH National Climate
Change Action Plan

These and other findings will be presented, including
through a video with key informant interviews, at
regional and national forums in May this year.

By GIZ, SupportCCC II Project

Read more on land use planning concepts, tools, and
applications here.

(Left photo, center to right) Dr. Gerald Leppert and Dr. Malte
Lech presenting their findings and (right) interviewing Cecilia
Astilla from SupportCCC II project for the video Photo: GIZ /
SupportCCC II project

HLURB – Retooling on GIS and climate
vulnerability and disaster risk analysis
By GIZ, SupportCCC II Project

Around 30 technical planners of the Housing and Land
Use Regulatory Board (HLURB) were trained on the
application of geographic information system (GIS) and
risk and vulnerability assessment frameworks to
climate-smart land-use and development planning and
urban resilience. HLURB is an implementing partner of
two BMU projects in the Philippines, including the
GIZ’s SupportCCC II and UN-Habitat’s Climate
Resilience through Urban Design projects.
The workshop, which was held in January 15 – 19,
2018 in Baguio City, exposed the planners to the IPCC
Fifth Assessment Report (AR5) principles in analysing
climate vulnerabilities and disaster risks for sharpening
their land use planning skills and improving urban
resilience. Additionally, the participants were oriented
on the Ecosystems-based Adaptation framework as a
means for enhancing adaptation measures in land use
planning. This was presented by Ms. Dolores Nuevas,
Sr. Coordinator for the GIZ Global EbA Mainstreaming
project.
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The SupportCCC II project hosted the first of several
learning exchange webinars of the Green Sector
Forum for its members. The first webinar presented the
Nexus approach to the updating of the Philippines’
National Climate Change Action Plan (NCCAP).
The Nexus approach recognizes the need to plan
climate change mitigation and adaptation actions
across sectors rather than per sector, due to the
interconnections among sectors. For example,
expanding the use of biofuels for climate change
mitigation can result in scarcer water resources, and
groundwater pumping for climate change adaptation
can put higher pressure on energy resources.
While these interconnections were already identified
and integrated in the NCCAP’s seven thematic
priorities (food security, water security, ecological and
environmental stability, human security, climate-smart
industries and services, sustainable energy, and
knowledge and capacity development), they are being
strengthened with the updating of the NCCAP to better
meet the Philippines’ adaptation needs and achieve its
mitigation potential.
The webinar surfaced the three guiding principles for
the application of the Nexus approach to the thematic
priorities in the Philippines’ NCCAP. First, investments
must sustain ecosystem services. Second, more must
be created with less. Third and last, the poorest must
be integrated and their access, accelerated. Two
challenges in applying the Nexus approach were
shared, however – the difficulties with the institutional
coordination among different sectors, and the volume
and diversity of information needed to arrive at joint
decisions.
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While the Nexus approach gained popularity for the
integrated management of the food, water and energy
sectors, more nexuses are being identified, including
the
climate
change
adaptation,
ecosystems
management, and disaster risk reduction nexus at the
local level, which can be addressed through land use
planning. Read more on the Nexus approach to
climate change mitigation and adaptation here and
here.

Society of Environmental Engineers of the
Philippines (SEEP) tackle climate change
through local actions
By GIZ, Mainstreaming EbA Project

The Society of Environmental Engineers of the
Philippines (SEEP), an active member of the
Ecosystem-based Adaptation (EbA) Community of
Practice (COP) in the Philippines, is advocating for the
inclusion of climate science and EbA concepts in
curricular offerings for higher education degrees on
environmental
engineering
in
the
proposed
Environmental Engineering law they are lobbying in the
Philippine Congress.

activities
provided
under
the
Global
EbA
Mainstreaming Project under the International Climate
Initiative with the aim of mainstreaming EbA concept in
various planning and development processes in the
country.

CCC, GIZ plan for implementation of
Support CCC II project in 2018
The Climate Change Commission (CCC), together with
the Department of Energy (DOE), Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), the
Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board (HLURB),
and the Deutsche Gesellschaft fur International
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) mapped out the operational
plan for this year’s implementation of the Support to
the Philippines in Shaping and Implementing the
International Climate Regime (SupportCCCII) Project.
SupportCCCII’s main goal is to strengthen the
Commission and other key actors in implementing and
coordinating national climate change projects and
plans, as well as in developing and operationalizing
national contributions to the international climate
change regime.
The two-day planning workshop, from February 08 to
February 09, identified the deliverables of all
concerned agencies. “This is indeed a very fruitful
activity because we were able to identify the steps we
are going to take in the days ahead and move forward
with the right expectations with everybody else in mind,
including our own targets,” Climate Change Assistant
Secretary Romell Cuenca said.
“It is noteworthy that all components of the project are
all well-balanced in contributing to keeping the
communities engaged in climate actions for resiliency,”
Climate Change Commissioner Rachel Hererra added.

SEEP meeting with CHED Commisisoner Prospero de Vera.
Photo: SEEP

Read More

In their advocacy to recognize the environmental
engineering profession, the SEEP had initiated
consultations with the Professional Regulatory Board
(PRC) and the Commission on Higher Education.
In these meetings, the SEEP clarified that they
envision to harmonize the proposed environmental
engineering law to the sanitary engineering law and
other relevant environmental laws.
The SEEP, in partnership with the West Mindanao
State University’s (WMSU) Environmental Engineering
Department in Zamboanga City, had also undertaken
several
student-led
concrete
ecosystem-based
adaptation actions. These included mangrove planting
activities and fieldworks on designing wetlands for
waste water treatment.

Fifth Project Steering Committee (PSC) Meeting of the
SupportCCC II Project. Photo: CCC

The SEEP together with other members of the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources-led
EbA-COP have benefited from the capacity building
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CASE STORY – BASEY, SAMAR
Young typhoon survivors lead climate
change campaign in school
By Plan International

Students from a community battered by numerous
typhoons in the Philippines are leading a local
campaign against climate change.
“When a disaster occurs, no one can help us but
ourselves. People need to know how to minimize the
effects of climate change since we cannot stop it
anymore,” said Aira Mae, 15, from Basey, Samar.
“The least people can do is to stop human activities
that drive global warming. We should promote the
good things and leave behind our bad behaviours,” she
added.
Aira and her schoolmates are partners in a project of
Plan International and BMU, called Child-Centered
Climate Change Adaptation or 4CA, which promotes
disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation.

Aira Mae, 15, discusses the Climate Change Adaptation
flipchart to fellow students.

Through the project’s support, the students were able
to raise their voices against climate change and lobby
for campaign activities in their school. These activities
include student orientations, radio broadcasting,
campus journalism initiatives, school contingency
planning, and mangrove planting together with their
parents and teachers.
To sustain their actions, the School Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management Office, together with the
Student Government adviser, worked with the students
through a workshop to integrate climate change
adaptation in school activities. The result was an action
plan that was approved by the school head for funding
and implementation.
Basey, Samar, a municipality in one of the poorest
regions in the Philippines, is highly vulnerable to the
effects of the climate change – a reality that pushes
leaders, educators, and the entire population to adapt
to its adverse effects.

The BNHS DRR-CCA champions share their knowledge on
CCA messages with fellow students during the 2017 World
Water Day

Schools in Basey are working together with Plan
international and BMUB to implement student-led
climate change adaptation initiatives.
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Biodiversity and Climate Change

7.5 Years in Panay: Results and impacts of ForClim I and II
By GIZ, ForClimII Project

Iloilo City, 23 January - The Forest and Climate
Protection Panay (ForClim) project of the German and
Philippine governments, implemented by the Deutsche
Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
GmbH and the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) in two phases that span
almost eight years now, came together with partners
here to look back on their achievements and lessons
learned before the project closes this year.
In the event titled “Climate, Conservation and
Communities: Lessons from Panay,” ForClim II
Principal Advisor Dr. Klaus Schmitt reported that on
the Panay Mountain Range -- the last remaining large
block of forest on Panay Island with a unique
biodiversity that is at risk from unsustainable use of
natural resources -- the project established almost
149,000 hectares of protection forest and 30,049
hectares of critical habitats, with 33,570 hectares more
planned. 18,732 hectares of natural forests were
covered by protection and rehabilitation agreements
including 1,500 upland farmers and forest-dependent
communities, and incentives for sustainable resource
management (agroforestry, upland agriculture, and use
of bioenergy) were given to 23 adjacent communities
that included support for 484 hectares of upland
agriculture and 2,038 hectares of agroforestry,
especially with lucrative coffee, cacao, and abaca
crops. 2,177 hectares of forest were rehabilitated.
Twenty Forest Land Use Plans were completed and
725 Bantay Gubat (forest guards) were trained to
strengthen the enforcement of forest protection laws.
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The
DENR-Biodiversity
Management
Bureau
Biodiversity Monitoring System was enhanced from an
analogue system to a digital and spatial system that
can be integrated into the DENR Lawin biodiversity
and forest protection system.
A good indication that the forest protection activities
are conserving the local biodiversity is the 18.5%
increase in sightings of Panay’s “Big 5” endemic
species -- the Rafflesia speciosa plant, the Visayan
Spotted Deer, Visayan Warty Pig, Panay Monitor
Lizard and Visayan Writhed-billed Hornbill -- from 2014
to 2017.
The Panay “Big 5” and the importance of forest
conservation were highlighted in a sand art
performance during the event. Watch it here.
Dr. Schmitt added, “The long-term protection of the
Panay Mountain Range does not only ensure the
conservation of the biodiversity hotspots and endemic
species of Panay, but also supports the achievement
of international climate change mitigation and
adaptation targets, in particular, Aichi Target 11.”
The protection of natural forests and the rehabilitation
of degraded forests under the project resulted in a
451,883-ton reduction in CO2 emissions from 2011 to
2017.
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Dir. Edwin Domingo of the DENR’s Foreign Assisted
and Special Projects Service said the government’s
forest protection efforts will continue, and are in fact
being fast-tracked. He pointed out, though, the need
for cooperation among the concerned government
agencies and local government units to curb the
issues.

Whale shark (Rhincodon typus) satellite
tagging data retrieved: first digitally
recorded Malaysia-Philippine
transboundary migration for the species

The German Embassy’s Deputy Chief of Mission Dr.
Roland Schissau also graced the event.

As of February 2018, five of ten satellite tags deployed
on whale sharks (Rhincodon typus) in Honda Bay,
Palawan detached and transmitted data revealing
transboundary migration of the species (Picture 1).
Four of the whale sharks moved south of the Sulu Sea
towards Malaysia and one of the Pop-Up Archival
Argos Satellite tags (Picture 2) detached at Lahad
Datu in Borneo, Malaysia. This is the first confirmed
movement of whale sharks between the Sulu and
Sulawesi Seas and thus highlights the urgent need for
collaborative work between the two countries for the
conservation of these endangered migratory species.

ForClim II will have a six-month no-cost extension until
August this year.

Philippine National Plans of Action on
Napoleon Wrasse (Cheilinus undulatus),
Sharks and Rays
By GIZ, Sulu-Sulawesi Seascape Project

The Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources and
the National Fisheries Research and Development
Institute produced Philippine Status Reports and
National Plans of Action on Napoleon wrasse
(Cheilinus undulatus) and on sharks and rays, based
on researches, including the National Stock
Assessment Program. These action plans provide the
policy direction in response to illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing, habitat destruction, climate
change and other anthropogenic threats. They entail
scientific guidelines on how to form collaborative and
systematic approach for proper management and
conservation of the threatened species. With these
action plans, the Philippines put into practice its
commitment to global and regional regulations to
ensure sustainability in fisheries. Read More

By GIZ, Sulu-Sulawesi Seascape Project

The tagging was conducted by the Large Marine
Invertebrate Research Institute Philippines (LAMAVE)
with support from the Sulu-Sulawesi Seascape Project
to identify movement patterns and habitat use of the
whale shark within the Sulu-Sulawesi Seascape. The
duration of satellite tracking is 60 to 160 days and
covering distances of 400 to 1,050 kilometres. The
initial data transmitted included the swimming depth
profile of the whale sharks as well as sea temperature.
LAMAVE is currently coordinating the retrieval of the
unit to obtain the rest of the data.
The Sulu-Sulawesi Seascape Project supports
research-based conservation and management within
the countries as contribution to national, regional and
global commitments.

Five satellite tags detached and transmitted data recording of
whale shark migration from Honda Bay Philippines to South of the
Sulu-Sulawesi Seascape. Image provided by Large Marine
Invertebrates Institute of the Philippines (LAMAVE).
Whale shark with Pop-Up
Archival Argos Satellite
(PAT) tag.
Sharks and Rays "Pating at Pagi" Philippine
Status Report and National Plan of Action 20172022 (cover photo credit: Danny Ocampo)
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Filipino fishers bank on each other
By Rare

Between 2013 and 2017, local leaders and changemakers in 27 locations across the Philippines,
Indonesia and Micronesia explored the theory of
changing attitudes to and practices of resource use
and then launched their own community campaigns.
Through participatory processes, community members
developed their own conservation goals and
implementation mechanisms. In this context, more
than 100 savings clubs emerged as self-help
mechanisms for vulnerable coastal communities in the
Philippines. Community activities in the region have
been supported by the ‘Scaling up innovative
community-based protection of coastal biodiversity’
project, which is funded by the International Climate
Initiative (IKI) of Germany’s Environment Ministry
(BMU). Rare, the leading behavioural change
organisation in the field of conservation, took
responsibility for implementation.
Before the first savings club started on Ayoke Island,
where she lives, 36-year-old Analou Lumapguid had
two options for saving money: she could either store
spare cash in a piggy bank, which she would break
open in an emergency, or she could make a rare trip
across the water to the bank in mainland Cantilan
where she and her husband have a savings account –
but that was time-consuming. ‘I haven’t been there in a
year,’ says Analou. As with many of the Philippines’
small remote fishing villages, there are no banks on
Ayoke Island.
Analou’s options expanded in March 2016, when Rare
and local partners began introducing savings clubs to
help people in coastal communities of the Philippines
take a smarter approach to saving and benefit from
productive use of their savings. Each club meets
weekly, and members contribute to group savings,
take out loans, and pay them off.

Ayoke Island was the first community to set up a
savings club, with Analou as chairperson. The club
started with 30 members, which has since grown to
two-thirds of the total population. Now, more than 100
savings clubs exist in communities in nine of the
country’s coastal provinces, including Occidental
Mindoro, Camarines Sur, Negros Oriental and Surigao
del Sur.
For coastal communities in the Philippines, the journey
to better savings begins with an immediate uphill climb:
reliable income, formal financial institutions, and
access to financial literacy tools have traditionally been
noticeably absent in the country.
For many people in small fishing communities like
Ayoke Island, the source of extra income and potential
savings comes from the sea when there is a good
catch. When that catch or other opportunities put extra
cash in the hands of coastal villagers, the common
response is to celebrate and to spend the money on
ephemeral things, such as personal consumer goods
providing instant gratification. ‘In the past, saving
money was never a priority,’ says Analou of the local
tendency to spend.
But members like Analou are now finding that the
savings clubs enable them to dream bigger dreams
and turn today’s extra income into a bigger return in
the future, such as a robust house, a good education
for their children, or a profitable small business of their
own.
Read more about this story at the IKI website here.
.

L-R: Photo of Analou Lumapguid; Analou Lumapguid (back row, in the black T-shirt)
meeting with savers in Ayoke Island prior to their share-out; Photo: Rare
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Publications
Second PH climate change report
The CCC launched the
second among the threevolume Philippine Climate
Change Assessment series,
entitled
“2017
Philippine
Climate Change Assessment:
Impacts, Vulnerabilities and
Adaptation,” in partnership
with the Oscar M. Lopez
Center, a research institution
that supports the use of
science and technology for
building
climate-resilient
communities.

2015 Forest Resources Assessment:
Methodology and results in the project
sites of Aklan, Antique, Capiz and Iloilo
adjacent to the Panay Mountain Range
The
forest
resources
assessment (FRA) report
describes the methodology
and the results of the FRA
conducted
from
12
February 2015 until 08
December 2015 in the
sites of the Forest and
Climate Protection Project
Panay - Phase II in Aklan,
Antique, Capiz and Iloilo
adjacent to the Panay
Mountain
Range
(the
inventory
covers
38
municipalities). It takes into account evolving
international standards and good practices with
regards to forest carbon stock assessment in
compliance with the latest (2006) Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) guidelines for
national greenhouse gas (GHG) inventories. Download

Forest Cover and Carbon Monitoring in
the Panay Mountain Range

GIZ SupportCCC II released new
factsheets on renewable energy and
energy planning
Energy Security and the New Role of Renewable
Energy in the Philippines

This report assessed the
avoided deforestation and
resulting reduction of forest
carbon emission during both
phases of the Forest and
Climate Protection Project
in Panay (ForClim I and II)
from
2011
to
2017.
Download

Planning for the Energy Future in the Philippines

Socio-economic Impact Study

Finance options and instruments for
Ecosystem-based Adaptation: Overview
and application of EbA-relevant finance
sources and Experiences
This discussion series explores finance options and
instruments for EbA. The first webinar provided an
overview and application experiences while the second
had the People’s Survival Fund in the Philippines as a
case study. Listen to the recording.
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This study reports on the
socio-economic
impact
assessment of the Forest
and Climate Protection
Project in Panay Phase II
(ForClim II) conducted in
three local government
units
(LGUs)
in
the
provinces of Aklan and
Antique where ForClim II is
being implemented. The
study evaluated the impact
of the project with respect
to
the
outcomes
of
livelihood improvement and sustainable management
of natural resources. Download
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Assessment of Communal Forests in the
Philippines
This
assessment
of
selected communal forest
sites reviewed the actual
status, sought the benefits
derived by the LGU and
residents of these sites
and gathered the priority
issues and concerns as
recommendation to the
management of these
sites. It further assesses
the
implementation
of
devolved function of DENR
to the LGU in the
management
of
the
reviewed
communal
forests/community watersheds pursuant to Republic
Act No. 7160 (Local Government Code) and DENRDILG JMC No. 98-01. Download

Forest Resources Assessment and Tools
to Provide Information for Forest
Ecosystem Management
This Forest Resource
Assessment
(FRA)
document outlines the
FRA
methodology
including the software
used by the National
REDD+
System
Philippines Project and
the Forest and Climate
Protection Project Panay
- Phase II (ForClim II), in
selected Samar, Davao
Oriental and Panay areas
and to illustrate and share
the wealth of information
acquired and share lessons learned how the FRA
methodology could and/or should be adjusted and/or
enhanced to be used at wider scales and for broader
scopes. Download

Forest Cover and Change Classification
Using ALOS PALSAR Mosaic Data and
Decision Tree Classifiers
In this research, the
newly developed remote
sensing methodology of
the
“Climate-relevant
Modernization of the
National Forest Policy
and Piloting of REDD
Measures
in
the
Philippines”
project
applied in Leyte Island
was
improved
for
application in the new
REDD-plus
replication
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sites of the “National REDD-plus System Philippines”
project, taking into consideration advances in data preprocessing, classification and accuracy assessment
techniques based on the Methods and Guidance
Document (MGD) from the Global Forest Observation
Initiative (GFOI). Download

Comparison of visually interpreted high
resolution optical images and radar-based
forest cover maps of Albay and Eastern
Samar
In this publication, the
radar-based forest cover
maps (2010 and 2015) of
the three REDD+ replication
sites (in Albay, Eastern
Samar and Panay) were
further
assessed
for
accuracy in order to achieve
unbiased area estimates of
the Forest classes of these
maps and to confirm if the
initial assessment – that the
forest areas were overmapped in the radar-based forest cover maps – is
correct. Download

Conservation and Sustainable Use of
Oceans, Seas and Marine Resources
The Earth's wealth of ecosystems, species and genetic
diversity provides the foundation for human life and our
wellbeing. This is particularly true of coastal and
marine ecosystems, which cover 70% of our Earth's
surface. Read the publication here
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The SupportCCC II Project would like to
express its gratitude to the implementing
organizations of BMU-IKI supported
projects in the country for their continued
support to come up with this quarterly
newsletter. Special thanks goes to the
following contributors/authors from the
various projects:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Ms. Katharina Hartmann, RENAC
Ms. Maria Theresa Espino-Yap, UNDP
Ms. Pamela Bianca Luber, WWF
Ms. Val Bugnot, ICLEI
Mr. Paolo Roberto Domondon, RARE
Ms. Patricia Mariano, GIZ
Ms. Hyacinth Magat, GIZ
Ms. Frances Mara Mendoza, GIZ
Mr. Victor Tumilba, GIZ
Ms. Dolores Nuevas, GIZ
Ms. Cecilia Astilla, GIZ
Ms. Maraida Licerio, GIZ
Ms. Fritzie Cosmo, GIZ

For more information about the
International Climate Initiative (IKI),
check its website

Event Announcement
Green Climate Fund Simplified Approval Process
Webinar Series | 8 May 2018 to 1 Aug 2018
The webinars are dedicated to Nationally Designated
Authorities, Accredited Entities, and other stakeholders
interested in understanding the new Simplified Approval
Process for resource mobilization of the Green Climate
Fund. Find out More

Part 2 of Local Climate Action Plan Workshops in 3
Cities this March
A second series of workshops on Local Climate Change
Action Plans (LCCAPs) will be held in the cities of
Angeles, Cagayan de Oro, and Tagum this March as a
follow-up to the first series conducted in February. This
leg of workshops will be focusing on vulnerability and
risk assessments. Follow Building Climate Resiliency
through Urban Plans and Designs on Facebook and
Twitter for live event coverage, project updates, and
other resources.

www.international-climate-initiative.com

You may also want to sign-up for the
newsletter 'IKI news - Climate and
biodiversity financing in practice'
SUBSCRIBE HERE
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